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Chapter I 
Introduction 





For some time the School of Education has been interested in the 
collection of source material dealing with the development of education 
in Indiana. The idea has been to gather together from state and local 
records whatever of significance can be found bearing upon the evolution 
of the school system in the Hoosier state or upon other aspects of life 
in the commonwealth related to education and culture. The ultimate 
object is to develop at Indiana University over a period of years a body 
of source material fairly complete for the particular area with which it 
is concerned. Such a body of material might serve at least two purposes. 
It might become a ready source of reference for students interested in the 
history of education in Indiana. It might help to preserve certain records 
that otherwise would be in danger of becoming lost. Furthermore the 
effort to gather together this material might result in bringing to light 
certain records the very existence of which had somehow escaped notice. 

The State Historical Bureau, the State Historical Society, other state 
agencies, as well as not a few research organizations, have done much 
work of a closely similar nature. In the main, such agencies have been 
interested in the collection and preservation of historical records of all 
types that may be regarded as having significance. Or, they have fre- 
quently developed a narrative account of some special movement or 
phase in the history of our state. There has been as yet no attempt, so 
far as we know, to gather a comprehensive body of material dealing with 
the specific field of education in Indiana. 

The present enterprise is not an effort at a narrative history of 
education within the state. It is an effort to make more readily available 
the kind of material upon which such histories are based. Education, 
even within one state, presents a field so vast, with such varying aspects 
and related interests, that the mere locating and collating of available 
material sets a task of no mean proportions. It is quite possible that 
those who have initiated the present project may never complete it. 
It is a thing that cannot be done in a year or two. But, if its worth can 
be demonstrated, quite likely means will be found to continue the enter- 
prise to a satisfactory conclusion. 

The type of research involved in a study of this kind might be called, 
not inappropriately, tedious. Many days can be spent skimming old 
records without the discovery of one usable item. Yet the value of an 
effort such as this rests primarily upon the assurance that all available 
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material has been carefully examined. The turning up at some later 
date of some fugitive item that had been overlooked would go far to 
undermine confidence in the whole project. 

When the study was begun, it was with the general intention of 
collecting material bearing upon schools and the educational policy and 
program of the state. But very early it became apparent that the problem 
of delimiting the project could not be settled on the basis of anything so 
broad and vague as a general intention. What to include and what to 
exclude has become increasingly difficult to determine. In the early 
days in Indiana, training for the professions of law and medicine was 
not a concern of the schools. It is accepted as a major responsibility of 
the school today. This situation raised the question of whether or not 
attention should be given to evidence indicating the gradual development 
of professional training in these and other vocational fields during the 
history of the state. The final decision was to include any material 
reflecting the attitude of the public or the government at any time 
toward the matter of professional education. 

There are other interests and activities that lie outside the imme- 
diate province of the schools yet are intimately related to education, 
if indeed they do not constitute an integral part of it. Within this area 
might fall libraries, literary societies, religious organizations. In a 
somewhat different area would fall what might be called the social 
welfare work carried on, or at least sanctioned by law, in behalf of 
certain groups or classes in pioneer days in Indiana. These groups are 
of several different kinds: Indians, orphans and apprentices, paupers. 
In our territorial years both the government and certain religious 
societies were interested in improving the lot of the native tribes. In 
addition to missionary work designed to convert the savages to Chris- 
tianity, efforts were made, in sporadic instances, to teach the red man 
simple vocational skills and the “arts of civilization.” Attempts were 
made also to protect the Indians against the evils of the liquor traffic, 
in part as a police measure, but often out of interest in the spiritual 
and social welfare of the natives. In relation to orphans and appren- 
tices, we not infrequently find statutory regulations fixing the authority 
and obligations of guardians and masters in regard to them. These regu- 
lations at times seek to guarantee a minimum education to the orphans 
or apprentices. The enactments relating to paupers attempt to provide 
slight relief for these unfortunates or alleviate their misfortune in other 
ways. In attempting to determine whether measures such as these just 
indicated should be included among the materials relating to education 
or not our tendency has been to include most of them on the general 
principle that anything touching social welfare is not wholly unrelated 
to education. Up to the present time note has been taken of such meas- 
ures. Limitations of space and time may later on compel a more 
stringent definition of education leading to the exclusion of such items. 

In another direction difficulty was experienced in drawing the 
boundaries of the present project, this time in a more literal and geo- 
graphic sense. Until July 4, 1800, Indiana was part of the Northwest 
Territory. Any decrees or statutory enactments adopted by the govern- 
ment of this larger area previous to this date logically belong in the 
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history of the state. When Indiana was set off as a separate govern- 
mental unit, its area at first included practically all of the Northwest 
Territory outside the boundaries of Ohio, which was looking forward 
eagerly to statehood. Settlements already existed in what is now Illinois 
and Michigan. The question arises, “How much of all that happened in 
this wide area is a part of Indiana history?” The question is complicated 
somewhat further by the fact that Indiana in its territorial days had the 
status of a dependent government subject to the control of the national 
congress in all important affairs. Thus federal decrees and enactments 
may become a part of our story. 

In dealing with the problems presented by the shifting of geographic 
boundaries and by the territorial status of the early government of this 
area, the present authors have attempted to follow a sort of common 
sense rule. All enactments of congress affecting the educational interests 
of the territory, or of the state, at a later date, have been or will be 
included. The same is true of the acts of the government of the North- 
west Territory so far as they had relation to the territory as a whole. 
Special acts dealing specifically with school lands or institutions lying 
outside the final boundaries of the state of Indiana have not been re- 
garded as belonging within the scope of this study, unless they reveal 
an attitude or conditions that may be viewed as typical of the whole 
area. Where this is thought to be the case, they have sometimes been 
included as indicative of the spirit of the times or of a state of affairs 
that in all probability obtained within the limits of the territory with 
which this study is concerned. 

It is well known that one of the covenants of the Ordinance of 1787 
prohibited slavery throughout the whole of the Territory Northwest of 
the River Ohio. It is perhaps not so well known that, despite this pro- 
hibition, the question of slavery remained a controversial issue in Indiana 
for several years. At various times efforts were made to legalize the 
institution within the territory or more definitely to outlaw it. Slavery 
in the United States presents such a tremendous problem that the 
historian who deals with social progress, of which education is a phase, 
cannot afford to ignore it. In the present instance, however, we have 
left the subject of slavery outside the purview of this study. If anything 
is included bearing upon the subject, it will be because of some relation 
to the schools or because it is indicative of some attitude toward social 
groups that may have significance for education. 

This study has been in progress for the past few years and a fair 
amount of material has been assembled. In no instance is the record 
complete nor has any particular period been exhaustively covered. The 
legislative records of the territory and state have been examined down 
to the framing of the second constitution in 1851. This phase of the 
work served to develop an overview of the educational policy of Indiana 
during the first half century of its history. It also resulted in the accumu- 
lation of a body of material that began to disclose in a somewhat startling 
fashion the proportions of the project undertaken. At this juncture it 
was felt to be unwise to pursue the study beyond this notable turning 
point in the educational history of the state until something had been 
done to fill in the details of the picture that the study so far had 
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sketched in barest outline. In consequence, a return was made to the 
earlier period and attention was given to other types of records. The 
past year has been devoted largely to this phase of the study, limited 
almost entirely to the territorial period. Since the project has been 
carried on in large part as a spare time activity, progress has often 
been disappointingly slow. The scheme at present is to complete in fair 
degree the story of one brief period or of one phase of the educational 
development of Indiana, before concentrating upon the next. In this 
way, should any untoward event cut short the activity, it is hoped that 
what has been done will be in some usable shape and others may continue 
the project without having to go over the ground that has already been 
covered. 

In the prosecution of this study, material assistance has Deen ren- 
dered by the Bureau of Cooperative Research and Field Service of the 
School of Education which has subsidized the clerical work involved. 
This work is an essential part of the whole project. Without it the study 
could not be carried on profitably. We wish to acknowledge our in- 
debtedness to the Bureau for its interest and cooperation in the enter- 
prise. 

The present bulletin represents the first attempt at publishing any 
of the material that has been collected. It has been thought. best not to 
hold this material until the whole project could be consummated, but to 
offer it for publication from time to time in the bulletins of the research 
bureau as successive units of the study approach completion. Such a 
piecemeal publication of the material would render it available to those 
who might be interested at an earlier date than any alternative plan 
would make possible. Furthermore, the criticism and suggestions of 
readers might prove helpful in achieving a better type of organization 
in the later stages of the project. 

The material herewith presented relates wholly to the territorial 
period of Indiana's history and has been gleaned from the official records 
of those years. The sources drawn upon have been the laws of the North- 
west and Indiana territories, the legislative journals of the territorial 
legislatures, the records of the General Court of Indiana Territory, the 
executive journal of the period, and The Territorial Papers of the United 
States. These by no means exhaust the sources dealing with the terri- 
torial period and further study is needed before the story of these years 
is complete. However, from these sources can be drawn a somewhat 
accurate and not wholly inadequate picture of the interest and activities 
of the government and the people in the field of education. 

Under the provisions of the Ordinance of 1787, the Territory North- 
west of-the River Ohio experienced two “stages” of government. During 
the first stage, the government was vested in the governor and three 
judges, all appointed from the national capital. Separately these officials 
functioned as the executive and judicial branches of the territorial gov- 
ernment. Together they constituted the legislative branch which operated 
under somewhat peculiar limitations. As the legislative body of the 
territory, the governor and judges were empowered to “adopt” laws 
from any of the already existing states that might be applicable to the 
territory. Often they were unable to find laws among the statutes of the 
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states that fitted the needs of the frontier. The limitation operated with 
peculiar severity in the field of education, or would have done so had 
there been any attempt to develop a school system in the early years. 
In the land grants for school purposes provided for in the Ordinance of 
1785, the national government had inaugurated an entirely new policy 
in relation to education. There were no precedents for it in our past 
history; there was no law in any state applicable to the administration 
of such a generous endowment of an educational program. 

Under the circumstances, the governor and judges not infrequently 
felt themselves justified in “modifying” the statutes they “adopted” until 
such statutes took on the aspect of an original enactment. Under such 
precarious legislation the government struggled along until the territory 
had attained a population of five thousand free male inhabitants of full 
age, when it became entitled to a bicameral legislature whose lower 
house was chosen by qualified electors in each county. The Northwest 
Territory passed into this second governmental stage in 1799 and its 
legislature held one session at Cincinnati before Indiana was set off as a 
separate territory July 4, 1800. As previously noted, the new territory, at 
the beginning, extended over the greater part of the old Northwest. In 
1805 Michigan became a separate governmental unit, and when Illinois 
was set off as a distinct territory in 1809, the boundaries of Indiana 
became substantially what they are at the present time. 

For the first few years, Indiana dropped back to the first stage of 
government from which it had just emerged before its separation from 
Ohio. It achieved the second stage when its first elected legislature 
met in Vincennes in 1805. In this stage it continued until it was granted 
statehood by the national government in 1816. The legislative history of 
Indiana during territorial days falls into two periods separated by the 
year 1800. Prior to that date, Indiana was an integral part of the North- 
west Territory whose laws were its laws. After 1800, it had the status 
of an independent governmental unit subject to such political supervision 
as the national government might exercise. This second period divides 
again into two subperiods: 1800 to 1809, during which time Indiana 
included a large area outside its present boundaries; and 1809 to 1816, 
when it had been reduced to its present extent by the separation of 
Illinois. The laws of this whole era down to 1816 have been collected 
and published in three compilations corresponding to the three periods 
indicated. These compilations afford the most accessible source of in- 
formation concerning the legislative enactments of territorial govern- 
ments of Indiana and are constantly used and cited by students of the 
period. They are the sources used in the present study and all citations 
concerning the text of territorial statutes are to them. 

The first compilation is entitled The Laws of the Northwest Territory, 
1788-1800. It was edited by Theodore Calvin Pease and published by the 
Trustees of the Illinois State Historical Library. The edition used was 
reprinted by the Illinois State Bar Association, Springfield, Illinois, 1925. 
For the second period we are likewise indebted to Illinois which has 
given us The Laws of Indiana Territory, 1801-1809, under the editorship of 
Francis S. Philbrick. This, too, was published by the Trustees of the 
Illinois State Historical Library, Springfield, 1930. Illinois occupies a 
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rather unique position for the generous subsidies that have been pro- 
vided for research into the history of that state and for the collection and 
preservation of historical documents. This has enabled her to do a type 
of work in this field rarely equalled elsewhere. When we recall that the 
history of the Northwest Territory down to 1800, and the history of 
Indiana from 1800 to 1809, are part of the history of Illinois, we may 
understand why Indiana stands in the debt of Illinois for service ren- 
dered in respect to these early years. 


For the years after 1809, we have an Indiana publication, The Laws 
of Indiana Territory, 1809-1816, edited by Louis B. Ewbank and Dorothy L. 
Riker, and published by the Indiana Historical Bureau, Indianapolis, 
1934. 


A second main source used in this study was the legislative journals 
of the period. These included the journal of the first session of the 
legislature of the Northwest Territory meeting in Cincinnati in 1799. 
This journal was published, but very few copies are known to be in 
existence at the present time. The one used in this study was a photo- 
static copy belonging to the Smith Memorial Library of the Indiana 
Historical Bureau. The original is the property of The Historical and 
Philosophical Society of Ohio, which gave permission for its duplication. 

The journals of the territorial legislatures of Indiana have in many 
instances apparently been lost. In the copies that have been preserved, 
we find not infrequently that the question of publishing the journals was 
discussed, but we have no record of actual publication except in the 
newspapers of the period. Complete files of these newspapers are rare. 
The journals of three sessions of the House of Representatives are 
entirely missing. In the case of the Legislative Council the situation is 
much worse; only two journals out of twelve sessions have come down 
to us. Where the original journals have been preserved, they are in 
most instances in the William H. English collection of manuscripts now 
the property of the University of Chicago. The Indiana Historical Bureau 
has photostatic copies of these by permission of the library of the 
University of Chicago. The original journals of the last two sessions 
of the House of Representatives, for the years 1814 and 1815, and for the 
first session of 1813, are in the Indiana State Library. 

The Record of the General Court was examined on the chance that 
some cases involving schools or school lands might be discovered. This 
record is in two manuscript ledger volumes. The first volume covers 
the period down to the separation of Illinois from Indiana and the second 
volume carries the record down to September 17, 1816, the close of the 
territorial period. The first volume, evidently a copy, is in the possession 
of the Indiana Historical Bureau, while the second volume, apparently 
the original, is in the Archives Department of the Indiana State Library. 

Very little was found in these court records that seemed to bear any 
relation to the phases of Indiana history with which this study is con- 
cerned. As a matter of fact the case records are generally so lacking 
in detail and couched in such general language that it is difficult at 
times to determine the specific nature of the case at issue or the cir- 
cumstances out of which it arose. To illustrate *the point and as a 
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matter of general interest, we introduce one such record which is quite 
typical: 


Record General Court, 
Sept. 17, 1803, pp. 107-108 
Purcell & Claypoole } 

vs. Case 
William & Benjamin Bullitt | 


And now at this day came the parties by their attorneys and 
thereupon came also a jury to wit William Mills George Wallace, 
Jonathan Welton Abraham Barickman, William Johnston, John 
3ailey, Joseph Barrow Joseph Rodarmel Joseph Onallo (7?) 
David Risley Henry Barickman and Etheldred Bass twelve good 
and lawful men who being elected tried and sworn well and truly 
to try the issue Joined upon their oath do say that the Defendants 
did not assume upon themselves in manner and form as the plain- 
tiffs against them have declared, Therefore it is considered by 
the Court that the plaintiff take nothing for their false clamour 
but that they pay unto the Defendants their cost and charges about 
their defence in that behalf expended and that they go hence with- 
out day and be in mercy &c. 


The Executive Journal of Indiana Territory has been published as 
Part III of Volume III of the Publications of the Indiana Historical 
Society. It is edited by William Wesley Woolen, Daniel Wait Howe, 
and Jacob Piatt Dunn and bears the publication date 1900. This record 
runs largely to appointments of militia officers, justices of the peace, 
and other magistrates and officials. It has contributed very little to the 
present study. 

The one publication of the federal government figuring prominently 
in this first report is The Territorial Papers of the United States. This has 
been compiled and edited by Clarence Edwin Carter under the sponsor- 
ship of the State Department. It is published by the United States 
Government Printing Office and the various volumes have appeared at 
intervals beginning in 1934. The project is still under way and even- 
tually may develop into one of the notable publications of the federal 
government in the historical field. It contemplates the assembling, with 
explanatory notes, of documents and records pertaining to the territorial 
possessions of the United States, as found in the archives 


of various 
departments of government. 


Not all documents in the departmental files have been included in 
this compilation but a selection has been made with the intent of giving 
emphasis to administrative affairs. Unfortunately, this has probably 
resulted in the omission of source material that would be of value in 
the present study. However, not a little ha&S been included in the various 
volumes bearing directly and indirectly upon education and social con- 
ditions in the territorial period. Volumes II and III of this series deal 
with “The Territory Northwest of the River Ohio, 1781-1802.” Volumes 
VII and VIII are concerned with “The Territory of Indiana, 1800-1816.” 
These four volumes were examined with some care. 

In using the sources from which excerpts have been taken for the 
purposes of the present study, there seemed to be no alternative except 
to read the entire record somewhat systematically. For much of this 
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material there is no index and thus no way of locating items except 
through systematic reading. Where an index did exist, especially among 
the older documents, rarely if ever did it enable one to find every 
reference in the record to a topic under consideration. In the days when 
schools were subsidized largely through fines and forfeitures, any law 
incorporating a borough, authorizing a ferry or toll bridge, licensing a 
tavern, or regulating the sale of a commodity, might contain a provision 
that any proceeds arising from penalties assessed should be turned over 
to the school fund. Page-by-page reading seemed to offer the only prac- 
tical way of discovering such items. This was a rather slow process, 
but it had the virtue of providing much interesting and valuable back- 
ground material. 

Some slight difficulty was encountered by reason of the fact that 
some of the sources used were the original manuscript copies. The 
quality of the penmanship in these instances varied over a wide range. 
Among the rules of order adopted at the very first session of the “House 
of Representatives of the Indiana Territory” in 1805, was one stipulating 
that “Bills shall be engrossed in a plain round hand.” Apparently this 
rule was not always observed in the keeping of the legislative journals, 
where not infrequently the chirography was more round than plain. 
Often this made it difficult to decipher proper names. Neither could it 
always be determined whether or not the initial letter of a word was 
intended to be a capital letter. Back in the days of the territory, rugged 
individualism seemed to extend to such matters as spelling and capitali- 
zation. We find “mr” and “tuesday” and “an act for prohibiting the Sale 
of ardent Spirits and Other intoxicating liquors,” which on the following 
page of the journal becomes “an Act for prohibiting the sale of Ardent 
Spirits and other intoxicating liquors.” Under such circumstances the 
determination of capital letters becomes a matter more or less of in- 
tuition. Fortunately, such difficulties do not obscure the meaning of a 
passage, 

One can hardly escape the conclusion that the legislative journals 
were carelessly kept ‘in too many instances. In a few cases no punc- 
tuation at all is used. Sentences follow each other without a break and 
only the sense of the passage suggests where one sentence ends and 
another begins. A statement such as the following is interesting, if not 
slightly confusing: “The ayes and noes being called for those who voted 
in the affirmative are Messrs McClure Robb Dill speaker in the negative 
Messrs Brown Noble Pennington.” In the majority of instances, how- 
ever, commas, semicolons, and dashes are sprinkled about lavishly and 
needlessly, it would seem, viewed in the light of present-day standards. 
Such idiosyncrasies are doubtless to be attributed to lack of educational 
opportunities rather than to lack of care. 

Nevertheless, there are other peculiarities that cannot be explained 
on such grounds. Words are omitted, or words other than those evidently 
intended are used. The final letter of a word may be missing. In a few 
instances we find an introductory statement to the effect, “The following 
amendment was read at the clerk’s table.” Then follows a blank space 
reserved for the amendment which never got on record. In several 
journals emendations and corrections appear regularly, seeming to indi- 
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cate that the clerk reread his entries. This practice, however, is the 
exception rather than the rule. 

In the extracts from source material herewith presented, an effort 
has been made to follow the text of the source in exact detaiJ. Where 
there are peculiarities of spelling and punctuation, omissions, or needless 
repetition of words, the reader is asked to assume that such peculiarities 
are to be found in the original and are not due to carelessness of the 
copyist. Each excerpt has been checked, after copying, with the original 
in an effort to insure accuracy. We can hardly hope that some minor 
slips may not have occurred, but we are fairly confident that we have 
succeeded in preventing any variations that might affect the meaning 
of the text. The scheme of organization employed in the present instance 
is to set up a classification of topics, such as “Schools and School Lands,” 
“Colleges and Seminaries,” etc. All the material relating to one topic 
is assembled under its appropriate classification and arranged in 
chronological order. This general plan of organization will in all likeli- 
hood be continued throughout the entire study. 








Chapter II 
Schools and School Lands 





Two difficulties presented themselves in the organization of this 
chapter. The first one will be encountered throughout the study. It is 
concerned with the order of arrangement of the items dealt with. Should 
they be arranged chronologically or topically? In the main, an attempt 
has been made to maintain a chronological arrangement, but items relat- 
ing to one topic have usually been brought together even though the 
chronological order might be slightly disturbed. The second difficulty 
arose in connection with the Symmes Purchase. Much of the controversy 
that eventually arose over this tract revolved about the “college town- 
ship,” and the material relating to this phase of Judge Symmes’ difficul- 
ties has been allocated to Chapter III, “Universities and Seminaries.” 
However, that part of the Symmes transactions that seems more closely 
related to the development of federal policy in the affairs of the North- 
west Territory has been included in the present chapter. 

Two ordinances passed by the Congress of the Confederation were 
basic to the economic welfare and to the political development of the old 
northwest and went far to establish the policy of the national govern- 
ment toward dependent territories throughout all time. The first of these 
enactments was the Ordinance of 1785 which established the land policy 
that was to prevail during the territorial period of Indiana; the second 
was the Ordinance of 1787 which provided for the government of the 
territory beyond the Ohio and guaranteed eventual statehood to its 
constituent areas. 

Portions of these two famous ordinances that seem necessary to an 
understanding of the developments dealt with in this study are herewith 
presented. 


[Ordinance of 1785 Territorial Papers, Il, pp. 15-16 
|May 20, 1785] 


in Ordinance for ascertaining the mode of disposing of Lands in 
the Western territory 


There shall be reserved for the United States out of every 
township the four lots being numbered, 8. 11. 26. 29 and out of 
every fractional part of a township so many lots of the same num- 
bers as shall be found thereon for future sale: There shall be 
reserved the lot N 16 of every township for the maintenance of 
public schools within the said township; also one third part of all 
gold, silver, lead and copper mines, to be sold or otherwise disposed 
of as Congress shall hereafter direct. 

When any township or fractional part of a township shall 
have been sold as aforesaid and the money or certificates received 
therefor, the loan officer shall deliver a deed in the following 
terms. 


(10) 
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The United States of America to all to whom these presents 
shall come greeting. Know ye, that for the consideration of 
{blank| dollars we have granted and hereby do grant & confirm 
unto |blank] the township (or fractional part of the township, 
as the case may be) numbered [blank] in the range |blank], 
excepting therefrom and reserving one third part of all gold, silver, 
lead and copper mines within the same and the lots N 8. 11. 26. & 
29 for future sale or disposition, and the lot N 16 for the mainten- 
ance of public schools. To have to the said [blank] his heirs and 
assigns for ever (or if more than one purchaser to the said | blank] 
their heirs and assigns for ever as tenants in Common). In wit- 
ness whereof (AB) Commissioner of the loan office in the state 
of |blank] hath, in conformity to the ordinance passed by the 
United States in Congress assembled the twentieth day of May in 
the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty five, 
hereunto set his hand & affixed his seal this [blank] day of 
[blank] in the year of our Lord [blank] and of the independence of 
the United States of America [blank] 


Laws of Indiana Territory, 
1899-1816, pp. 91-97 


An Ordinance for the Government of the Territory of the 
United States North-west of the River Ohio. 

BE it ordained by the United States in Congress assembled, 
That the said territory, for the purposes of temporary government, 
be one district: subject, however, to be divided into two districts, as 
future circumstances may in the opinion of Congress make it ex- 
pedient. 

There shall be appointed from time to time by Con- 
gress, a governor, whose commission shall continue in force for 
the term of three years, unless sooner revoked by Congress; he 
shall reside in the district and have a freehold estate therein in 
one thousand acres of land, while in the exercise of his office. 

; There shall also be appointed a court to consist of 
three judges, any two of whom to form a court, who shall have 
a common law jurisdiction, and reside in the district, and have 
each therein a freehold estate in five hundred acres of land, while 
in the exercise of their offices; and their commissions shall con- 
tinue in force during good behaviour. 

The governor and judges, or a majority of them, shall adopt 
and publish in the district, such laws of the original states, crim- 
inal and civil, as may be necessary, and best suited to the circum- 
stances of the district, and report them to Congress from time to 
time; which laws shall be in force in the district until the organ- 
ization of the general assembly therein, unless disapproved of by 
Congress; but afterwards the legislature shall have authority to 
alter them as they shall think fit. 


So soon as there shall be five thousand free male inhabitants, 
of full age, in the district, upon giving proof thereof to the gover- 
nor, they shall receive authority, with time and place, to elect 
representatives from their counties or townships, to represent 
them in the general assembly; provided that for every five hundred 
free male inhabitants, there shall be one representative, and so on 
progressively with the number of free male inhabitants shall the 
right of representation increase, until the number of representa- 
tives shall amount to twenty-five: after which the number and 
proportion of representatives shall be regulated by the legislature: 
Provided that no person shall be eligible or qualified to act as a 
representative, unless he shall have been a citizen of one of the 
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United States three years, and be a resident in the district, or 
unless he shall have resided in the district three years; and in 
either case, shall likewise hold in his own right, in fee simple, 
two hundred acres of land within the same: Provided also, That 
a freehold in fifty acres of land in the district, having been a 
citizen of one of the states, and being resident in the district, or 
the like freehold, and two years residence in the district shall be 
necessary to qualify a man as an elector of a representative. 


The general assembly, or legislature, shall consist of the 
governor, legislative council, and a house of representatives. The 
legislative council shall consist of five thembers, to continue in 
office five years, unless sooner removed by Congress; any three 
of whom to be a quorum: And the members of the council shall 
be nominated and appointed in the following manner, to wit: As 
soon as representatives shall be elected, the governor shall appoint 
a time and place for them to meet together, and when met, they 
shall nominate ten persons, residents in the district, and each 
possessed of a freehold in five hundred acres of land, and return 
their names to Congress; five of whom Congress shall appoint 
and commission to serve as aforesaid; . . . . And the governor, 
legislative council, and house of representatives, shall have author- 
ity to make laws, in all cases for the good government of the dis- 
trict, not repugnant to the principles and articles in this ordin- 
ance established and declared. And all bills having passed by a 
majority in the house, and by a majority in the council, shall be 
referred to the governor for his assent; but no bill or legislative 
act whatever, shall be of any force without his assent. The gov- 
ernor shall have power to convene, prorogue and dissolve the gen- 
eral assembly, when in his opinion it shall be expedient. 

. . . As soon as a legislature shall be formed in the 
district the council and house assembled, in one room, shall have 
authority, by joint ballot, to elect a delegate to Congress, who shall 
have a seat in Congress, with a right of debating, but not of voting 
during this temporary government. 

And for extending the fundamental principles of civil and 
religious liberty, which form the basis whereon these republics, 
their laws and constitutions are erected; to fix and establish those 
principles as the basis of all laws, constitutions and governments, 
which forever hereafter shall be formed in the said territory; to 
provide also for the establishment of states, and permanent gov- 
ernment therein, and for their admission to a share in the federal 
councils, on an equal footing with the original states, at as early 
periods, as may be consistent with the general interest. 

It is hereby ordained and declared, by the authority aforesaid 
That the following articles shall be considered as articles of com- 
pact between the original states, and the people and states, in the 
said territory, and forever remain unalterable, unless by common 
consent, to wit: 


ARTICLE I. 


No person demeaning himself in a peaceable and orderly man- 
ner, shall ever be molested on account of his mode of worship 
or religious sentiments, in the said territory. 


ARTICLE III. 


Religion, morality, and knowledge, being necessary to good 
government and the happiness of mankind, schools, and the means 
of education, shall forever be encouraged. 
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ARTICLE V. 


There shall be formed in the said territory, not less than three, 
nor more than five states; . . . . And whenever any of the said 
states shall have sixty thousand free inhabitants therein, such 
state shall be admitted, by its delegates, into the Congress of 
the United States, on an equal footing with the original states, 
in all respects whatever: and shall be at liberty to form a per- 
manent constitution and state government. 

ARTICLE VI. 

There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in 
the said territory, otherwise than in punishment of crimes, 
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted. . . . 

Done by the United States, in Congress assembled, the thir- 
tieth |thirteanth] day of July, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighty-seven, and of their sovereignty 
and independence the twelfth. 


The policy for disposing of lands in the northwest passed through 
three stages. By the Ordinance of 1785, survey plats of western lands 
were to be furnished to “the Commissioners of the loan office of the 
several states,” who were to have charge of the sales and execute the 
deeds to the tracts sold. For this purpose lots and townships were 
allocated to the various states. Such a policy proved unsuccessful and 
the government next adopted the policy of selling large tracts directly 
to companies and associations of individuals, who in turn resold the land 
in small allotments. By the time Indiana became a separate govern- 
mental unit the land was being sold through district land offices in the 
territory to individual purchasers. 

The sales to the Ohio Company and to John Cleves Symmes took 
place during the period of the second stage of the government’s land 
policy. The following committee report was made to Congress as a 
result of proposals submitted by Manassah Cutler and others to buy a 
tract of land north of the Ohio River. The editor of the Territorial Papers 
notes that there is no record of action taken on this report, but appar- 
ently it was referred to the Board of the Treasury with authority to act. 

Territorial Papers, Il, pp. 54-56 
Committee Report on the Sale of Lands 
July 23, 1787 
, The purchaser or purchasers within seven years 
from the completion of this work [fixing the external boundaries] 

to lay off the whole tract at their own expence into townships 

and fractional parts of townships and to divide the same into lots 

according to the land ordinance of the 20th of May 1785, compleat 

returns whereof to be made to the treasury board. The lot N 16 

in each township or fractional part of a township to be given 

perpetually for the purposes contained in the said Ordinance. 

The lot N 29 in each township or fractional part of a township to 

be given perpetually for the purposes of religion. The lots No 

8. 11. and 26 in each township or fractional part of a township to 

be reserved for the future disposition of Congress. Not more 

than two complete townships to be given perpetually for the pur- 
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poses of an university, to be laid off by the purchaser or purchasers 
as near the centre as may be so that the same shall be of good land 
to be applied to the intended object by the legislature of the State. 


The preceding committee report provided that purchasers should 
secure immediate possession of a portion of the tract contracted for, 
commensurate with the “down payment.” The following request seeks 
permission to locate the contemplated university in the center of the 
initial tract thus secured rather than in the center of the whole tract, 
which might not be deeded to the purchasers for several years. 


Territorial Papers, I1, pp. 61-62 


Manassah Cutler and Winthrop Sargent to the Board of Treasury 

New York July 26th 1787 
GENTLEMEN, We observe by the Act of the 23d Inst that your 
honorable board is authorised to enter into a Contract for the 
sale of a tract of land therein described on certain conditions ex- 
pressed in the Act. As we suppose this measure has been adopted 
in consequence of proposals made by us, in behalf of ourselves and 
associates, to a Committee of Congress, we beg leave to inform 
you that we are ready to enter into a contract for the purchase 
of the lands described in the Act; provided you can conceive your- 
selves authorised to admit of the following conditions, which in 
some degree vary from the report of the Committee Vizt— 


The lands assigned for the establishment of a University to 
be nearly as possible in the Centre of the first million and half 
of Acres we shall pay for; for to fix it in the Centre of the pro- 
posed purchase, might too long defer the establishment.— 


The purpose of the following resolution, among other things, seems 
to be to warn prospective purchasers that they should not expect “semi- 
hary townships” to be given by the government with every tract 
purchased. 


Territorial Papers, Il, p. 78 


Resolution to Congress: the Sale of Lands 

{October 23, 1787] 
R. that the Board of Treasury be & they are hereby author- 
ised & empowered to enter into Contracts in behalf of the U S with 
any person cr persons for any quantity of land in the western 
territory the Indian rights whereon have been extinguished not 
less than one million acres in one body upon the same terms as 
it respects price payment & surveying with those directed in the 

contract with M. Cutler & W Sargent on the day of 
Provided that no tract contracted for shall have a front on the 
Ohio, Mississipi Wabash or Illinois rivers exceeding one third its 
depth from the said rivers and provided that no gift of land be 
made for seminarys of learning or other purpose than those con- 
tained in the Ordinance of the 20th May 85—except the quantity 
contained in any one contract shall contain a quantity greater 
or equal to the aforementioned contract of Cutler & Sargent & 
that the sd Contract shall be in a State as described by the 5th 
Article of the Ordinance for the Govt of the territory of the U. S 
North west of the river Ohio passed the 13th day of July 1787 other 
than that wherein the Contract of the sd Cutler & Sargent is— 








DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATION IN INDIANA 15 


The first indenture below conveyed immediate possession of 750,000 
acres of land to the Ohio Company upon payment of $500,000. The second 
one allowed them to purchase additional land at the same rate, giving 
them what amounted to an option on an adjoining tract. In both cases 
careful reservation is made of school lands. 


Territorial Papers, II, pp. 80-84 


Indenture between the Board of Treasury and the Agents of 
the Ohio Company 
|New York, October 27, 1787] 
This Indenture made the 27th day of Octr in the year of our 
Lord 1787 Between Saml Osgood, Walter Livingston and Arthur 
Lee Esqrs (the Board of Treasury for the United States of 
America) acting by and under the authority of the Honble the 
Congress of the said States of the one part and Manassah Cutler 
and Winthrop Sargent both of the commonwealth of Massachusetts 
as agents for the directors of the Ohio Company of Associates so 
called of the other part. 


. . it is hereby expressly stipulated that in the said 
Grant so to be executed as aforesaid a proper Clause or Clauses 
shall or may be inserted for the purpose of reserving in each 
Township or fractional part of a Township which upon such sur- 
veys as hereinafter are mentioned shall be found to fall within 
the bounds of the Tract so to be granted as aforesaid Lot, number 
16 for the purposes mentioned in the said ordinance of the 20th 
day of May in the year of our Lord 1785 Lot No 29 to be appro- 
priated to the purposes of Religion and Lots No 8. 11. & 26 for the 
use and subject to the disposition of the Congress of the U, S, 
and also reserving out of the said tract so to be granted two 
compleat Townships to be given perpetually for the purposes of an 
University to be laid off by the said parties of the 2d part their 
Heirs and Assigns as near the centre as may be so that the same 
shall be of Good Land to be applied to the intended object in such 
manner as the Legislature of the State wherein such Townships 
shall fall or may be situated shall or may think proper or 
direct. 


R in as much as it was the true intent and meaning of 
the sd parties to these Presents and of the Congress of the U. S 
that the sd Ohio Compy of Associates should immediately cultivate 
if they thought proper a part of the sd Tract of Land propor- 
tional to the payment which they have as afsd already made 
; this Indre further witnesseth . . . that it shall and may 
be Lawfull for the sd Ohio Company of Associates so called 
their Hrs & Assigns to enter upon take possess of cultivate and 


improve at their pleasure . . . 750,000 Acres of Land besides 
the several Lots and Parcels of Land herein after mentioned 
to be reserved or appropriated to particular purposes ... Re- 


serving always and excepting out of the said Tract last mentd 
and the permission to cultiyate the same in each Township and 
fractional part of a Township which shall fall within the same 
according to the Land Ordinance herein before mentioned Lot 
No 16 for the purposes specified in the sd Ordinance Lot No 29 
for the purposes of Religion, Lots No 8. 11. & 26 subject to the 
disposition of the Congress of the U.S. and also reserving and 
excepting two compleat Townships for the purposes of an Univer- 
sity to be laid off in the manner herein before mentioned and to 
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be applied in such manner to that object as the Legislature of the 
State wherein the sd Townships shall fall or be situated shall or 
may think proper to direct. 


pp. 85-88 


Indenture between the Board of Treasury and Manassah Cutler 
and Winthrop Sargent for themselves and their Associates 
This Indenture made the 27th day of October in the year of 

our Lord 1787 between Samuel Osgood Walter Livingston and 

Arthur Lee Esqrs (the Board of Treasury for the U. S. of America), 

acting by and under the authority of the Honorable the Con- 

gress of the said States of the one part, and Manassah Cutler 
and Winthrop Sargent both of the commonwealth of Massachusetts 
jay for themselves and their associates of the other part 

whereas the said Board of Treasury have . . . agreed to contract 
with the sd parties of the 2d part for the sd tract of Land 
part thereof they as agents for the Directors for the Ohio Com- 
pany of Associates so called have actually contracted for by an 

Indre bearing equal date with these presents and it is intended 

that the residue thereof shall be included in the contract herein- 

after contained . . . provided . .. that in every .. . Grant 
or conveyance so to be made . . . a proper clause or clauses shall 
and may be inserted and contained for reserving & excepting out 
of the sd tract of Land in each Township and fractional part 
of a Township which according to the . . . Land Ordinance shall 
fall and be comprehended within the said tract hereby con- 
tracted for Lot No 16 to remain perpetually for the purposes 
specified in the said Ordinance, Lot No 29 for the purposes of 

Religion and Lots No 8. 11. & 26 subject to the future disposition 

of Congress. 


John Cleves Symmes and his associates must have thought the 
terms granted to the Ohio Company not unfavorable. At least they are 
willing to purchase a somewhat similar tract on the same conditions, 
with one slight exception. 


Territorial Papers, Il, pp. 70-71 


PETITION OF JOHN CLEVES SYMMES FOR A GRANT OF 
LAND 

To his excellency the president of Congress, the petition of John 
Cleves Symmes of New Jersey sheweth, 

that your petitioner encouraged by the resolutions of Congress 
of the 23rd and 27th of July last, stipulating the conditions of a 
transfer of federal lands on the Sioto and Muskingum rivers 
unto Winthrop Seargeant and Manaseh Cutler esquires and their 
associates of New England, is induced on behalf of the Citizens of 
the United States westward of Connecticut who also wish to 
become purchasers of federal lands, to pray that the honorable the 
Congress will be pleased to direct that a contract be made by 
the honorable the commissioners of the treasury board with your 
petitioner for himself and his associates in all respects similar 
in form and matter to the said grant made to Messrs Sargeant 
and Cutler differing only in quantity and place where, and instead 
of two townships for the use of an university, that one only be 
assigned for the benefit of an academy. 


Jno C. Symmes. 
New York the 29th of August 1787 
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The Symmes purchase apparently “hung fire” for several years. 
When it was consummated, the new federal Constitution had gone into 
effect and the patent was issued by the President. 


Territorial Papers, II, pp. 496-498 


Patent Issued to John Cleves Symmes 

In the name of the United States of America. 
To all to whom these presents shall come, 

Know ye that whereas it appears to me George Washington 
President of the United States, that John Cleves Symmes in behalf 
of himself and his associates in pursuance of a Contract made 
and executed on the fifteenth day of October, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty eight . . . hath paid into the Treasury 
of the United States the sum of one hundred and sixty five thou- 
sand six hundred ninety three dollars and forty two Cents in 


Certificates and warrants for Military rights to Lands . . .-And 
whereas in and by the said Contract it was stipulated and 
agreed . . . that out of each Township which should fall within 
the grant . . . a reservation should be made to the United States 


of the four lotts marked 8. 11. 26 & 29, for such purposes as shall 
by the Congress of the United States be directed and Lot No 16 for 
the maintenance of Public Schools the same being pursuant to 
the regulations contained in an Ordinance of the United States 
in Congress assembled bearing date the twentieth day of May one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty five. And whereas a 
the President of the United States was authorized & empowered 
by Letters Patent to grant & convey unto the said John Cleves 
Symmes & his associates their heirs & assigns in trust for the pur- 
poses of establishing an Academy & other public schools and 
Seminaries of learning one compleat Township conformably to an 
order of Congress. , ; 

Now these Presents testify that I the said George Washington 
president of the United States in the name and by the authority 
of the said U: States. . have granted and confirmed and by 
these presents do grant & confirm unto the said John Cleves 
Symmes and his associates and to his & their heirs & assigns, all 
that tract of Land, beginning at the mouth of the Great Miami 
tiver, and extending from thence along the River Ohio 
to the mouth of the little Miami River, bounded on the south by 
the said River Ohio, on the west by the said Great Miami River, 
on the East by the said little River Miami and on the north by a 
parallel of Latitude to be run from the said Great Miami River 
to the said little Miami River so as to comprehend the quantity 
of three hundred & eleven thousand six hundred & eighty two 
acres of Land with the appurtenances . . . reserving to the said 
United States out of each Township, contained in the said tract 
the following Lotts, to wit Lot No 16 for the purposes mentioned 
& specified in the ordinance of the United States in Congress 
assembled, passed on the 20th day of May 1785—Lot No 29 for 
the purposes of Religion, and Lots No 11. No 8 & No 26 for 
such purposes as the Congress of the U States shall hereafter 
direct. . 7 

In testimony whereof I have caused these Letters to be 
made Patent, and the seal of the U States to be hereunto affixed. 

Given under my hand at the City of Philadelphia, the 30th day 
of September A.D. 1794, and of the Indepéndence of the United 
States of America, the Nineteenth: 

(L. S.) (signed) Go Washington 
By the President 
(signed) Edm Randolph. 
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The old “habitants” of Vincennes were constantly in fear for their 
land titles. Some of these had been secured directly from the Indians, 
some from the French, and some during the English period. Time and 
again they petitioned the United States government to confirm their 
rights to their land. The petition presented here is notable for including 
a request for a grant of land for “public uses,” but there is no mention 
of schools. When Congress eventually “took measures for confirming” 
these old titles, it made the customary reservation of two tracts for 
schools and the church. 


Territorial Papers, I1, pp. 58-60 


Petition of the Inhabitants of Post Vincennes 
July 26, 1787 
We beg leave to submit to your honorable body, our 
own expectations which, we hope, you will deem moderate, and 
grounded upon the principle of exciting among ourselves a spirit 
of industry and activity, more than upon a love of extensive 
property. 

First. That every male inhabitant of this district, without 
discrimination of age, be entitled to five hundred acres of land. 
Second. That as much land as will be equal to the total 
quantity so granted be moreover conceded to the district as a 
community to be applied to public uses—such as building Court- 

houses, Jails, churches, bridges, repairing roads—é&c. 


pp. 149-150 


Report of Committee: Memorial from Vincennes 
and the Illinois Country 





[September 1788] 


And Whereas Congress by their Act of the 20th of June and 
29th of August last, took measures for confirming in their 
possessions and Titles all the French and Canadian Inhabitants 
and other Settlers at or near the Rivers Mississippi Illinois & 
Wabash, who on or before the year 1783, had professed them- 
selves Citizens of the United States or any of them, and for laying 
off the several tracts which they rightfully Claim within Certain 
limits. And also in and by said Acts directed the laying of Cer- 
tain tracts of Land of such extent as to contain four hundred acres 
as donations to each of the heads of families in the districts 
therein mentioned to be divided among them by Lot, but omitted 
making any grants of Land for Supporting Religion and for 
Schools of education as had been done in the Sale of Land in the 
Western territory; for Supplying which Omission, 

Resolved that before any of the Tracts of Land directed by 
the Above mentioned Acts as donations to the heads of families, 
shall be laid of|f], there shall be laid out two Tracts of Land of 
{blank| Acres each adjoining to each Village not the property of 
any of the Inhabitants of such Village; one of which said tracts 
adjoining each Village shall be and Remain forever to the sole 
and only use of supporting the ministry of Religion in such 
Village, and the other of said tracts to remain in like manner for 
supporting Schools of education in the Village it Adjoins, any 
thing in the Acts of Congress of the 20th of June or 29th of August 
last, to the Contrary notwithstanding 


During the period of the first stage of government of the Northwest 
Territory, the only indication of direct supervision or care of school 
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lands found was in the following entry in the Executive Journal. This 
journal is printed in Volume III of the Territorial Papers of the United 
States. 

Winthrop Sargent was secretary of the Northwest Territory, but 
much of the time he officiated also as governor because of the numerous 
and prolonged absences of Governor St. Clair. 


Executive Journal, 
Territorial Papers, Ul, p. 431 


Territory of the United States Northwest of the river Ohio 
Decr 15th 1794— 
Notification 
Is hereby again repeated, that the cutting down of Trees or 
barking the same upon any of the Sections of Land within the 
surveyed Tracts of this Territory which it has been ordained 
by Congress shall be reserved for future Disposal, or other pur- 
poses or, upon any other Lands the property of the United States 
(within the Territory) is prohibited—save for public Exigencies, 
and the Attornies prosecuting the pleas of the United States in 
the several Counties are respectively required to prosecute all 
Delinquents in the premises 
Given at Cincinnati County of Hamilton and Territory afore- 
said 
This 15th Day of Decr A.D. 1794 By 
Winthrop Sargent 
acting as Governour 


The first elected legislature of the territory convened at Cincinnati, 
officially on September 16, 1799. It was not until September 23 that the 
House of Representatives had secured a quorum. It took one day more 
for the legislative council to get together the three members needed to 
enable it to transact business. The following day, September 25, Gover- 
nor St. Clair appeared before a joint session and delivered his address. 

An effort has been made to cull every item in the journals of the two 
houses that relates in any manner to the schools. The following excerpts, 
therefore, should present fair evidence of the status of the educational 
problem in the minds of the legislators of that day. 


[Address of Governor Journal, Legislative 
lst Session—Wed. Sept. 25, 1799] Council, pp. 6-7 


The benefits that result from early education, and due in- 
struction in the principles of religion are of immense value to 
very country, and are too obvious that an attention to them 
for the rising generation should be pressed upon you. In this 
country a very generous provision has been made for them by con- 
gress, but has not yet come into operation. Certain sections or lots 
of land have been reserved and set apart for the endowing of 
schools and the maintenance of public worship. They are, how- 
ever, only set apart for those purposes, and the fee of the soil as 
well as the possession, is still in the United States. It will be 
proper that a respectful representation be made to congress, 
praying that they may be vested in trustees in such manner as 
may appear to you most consistent with the design, that the 
community may, without delay, avail themselves of their bene- 
volent intentions. 











BULLETIN OF THE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 


To the lots for the maintenance of schools, another very liberal 
provision, in the same spirit has been added, but from which no 
advantage has yet derived to the people, neither from circum- 
stances can any advantage be derived from it for some time to 
come. A complete township or tract of land of six miles square, 
to be located with the approbation of the governor of the territory 
for the time being, as nearly in the center of the tract of land 
granted by the president of the United States on the thirtieth day 
of September, in the year 1794, to John C. Symmes and his asso- 
ciates, and within the term of five years from that date has 
been excepted out of the said tract, and granted to them “in trust 
to and for the sole and exclusive intent and purpose of erecting 
and establishing therein an academy and other public schools and 
seminaries of learning, and for endowing and supporting the same, 
and for no other intent or purpose whatsoever,” From thence it 
became the duty of those persons to lay out the township, which 
has not been done, but an attempt to do something toward it, 
or in lieu of it, was made by judge Symmes, on the 24th day of 
July, 1798. He made an offer in writing, of the second township 
in the second fractional range of townships in the beforemen- 
tioned tract of land, and requested that it might be “approved 
of and proclaimed as the proper township for the purpose of 
endowing an academy,” It appeared to me improper that that 
township should be approved, because it no way answered the 
description of the one granted in trust by his patent, and because 
Il had certain information that claims lay to a considerable part of 
it, and that a suit in the chancery court of the United States to 
compel a conveyance was actually depending 

The utmost limit of the time allowed to Mr. Symmes, and his 
associates, for setting out the township is at hand, and Mr. 
Symmes has informed me verbally, that he had not an entire town- 
ship in his possession, except the one which had been refused; 
it will of course, gentlemen, be proper for vou to consider the 
mea:ures to be taken in order that the public may not be de- 
feated of this very generous concession. 


[Reply of Legislative Council p. 13 
to Governor’s Address 
Sept. 28, 1799.| 


The promotion of morality, the suppressing of vice, and the 
encouragement of literature and religion, deeply involves the 
prosperity and happiness of every country; but in republican 
governments, which are supported by the public opinion, they are 
of peculiar importance—the views of the people must be honest, 
and their understanding enlightened, or we shall hold our liberties 
by a very uncertain tenure. Impressed with these sentiments, 
we need scarcely assure your excellency, that the council will loose 
no opportunity of advancing these most important objects. 


[Governor’s Reply to pp. 15-16 
Answer of Legislative Council 
Sept. 28, 1799.] 


Deeply impressed with the persuasion, that in the practice 
of religion and morality, the best interests of every people are in- 
volved, and of the extensive advantages of literature; the con- 
templation that the first have already taken root in the territory, 
and that the means of procuring the other will soon be put in 
train, and both of them be fostered by the legislative council and 
house of representatives, must be very pleasing to every reflecting 
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mind; and unless the people be honest and enlightened, their 
liberties will not only be held by an uncertain tenure, but though 
they should possess all the advantages that flow from them, they 
cannot be enjoyed. 


[Reply to Governor's Journal, House of Representatives, 
Address | Sept. 30, 1799, pp. 24-25 
Sir, 


With much satisfaction, we recognize your excellency’s obser- 
vations on the benefits resulting from an early education, and due 
instruction in the principles of science and religion, which we 
know are of immense value to every country, and in every clime, 
where they are suitably inculecated, they naturally produce a sin- 
cere and disinterested love of truth and virtue, they expand the 
human mind by removing its ignorance, and eradicating its pre- 
judices, inspiring it at the same time, with the sublimest ideas of 
the great original cause, and promoting a pure knowledge of, and 
acquiescence in the duties and blessings of a civilized life. We, 
Sir, conceive the subject to be so very interesting and important 
to the rising generation of this country, that it would in us be a 
want of duty to let it pass this session with inattention or indiffer- 
ence, more especially from the consideration of the very generous 
provision which congress have made in different parts of the ter- 
ritory, and from which we believe the public has not in any in- 
stance yet derived advantage. 

We shall, Sir, attend to the mode pointed out by your ex- 
cellency for effectually securing the fee and occupancy of the 
lands reserved by congress, for the use of this territory, so that 
the community may without delay avail themselves of their bene- 
volent intentions. 

We thank you, Sir, for the circumstantial account you have 
given us of the college township in the Miami grant, and while 
we express our obligation to the general government, we pledge 
ourselves to your excellency, to our constituents, and to posterity, 
that we will use the utmost of our endeavors to have justice done 
in this particular case, as well as to make such appropriations of 
lands reserved for the use of the territory that may appear most 
prudent and advisable. 


The remarks of the governor about school lands may have aroused 
some concern among the members of the legislature. Rumors were rife 
that the administration of the Symmes Purchase was tainted by many 
questionable practices. The situation called for a “legislative investi- 
gation.” 


Journal, Legislative Council, 
Oct. 17, 1799, p. 25 


On motion, by Mr. Burnet, Resolved, that a committee be 
appointed to wait on his excellency the governor, and request him 
to lay before the council such information as he may possess, 
relative to certain lands reserved, or intended to be reserved by 
congress for the encouragement and support of literature and 
religion, within the territory; and the president appointed Mr. 
Oliver for that purpose. 


Journal, House of 
Representatives, 
Oct. 18, 1799, p. 51 
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Mr. Findlay, from the committee to whom was referred that 
part of the governor’s speech, which relates to the reservations 
made by the general government in the sales of certain tracts of 
land in this territory, and to wait on his excellency for such fur- 
ther information as he was in possession of on the same subject, 
made a report which was read. 

Whereupon, Ordered, 

That the said report be committed to Mr. Massie, Mr. Langham, 
Mr. Meigs, Mr. Goforth and Mr. Cadell. 


Journal, Legislative Council, 
Oct. 18, 1799, p. 25 


Mr. Oliver reported that he had waited upon his excellency the 
governor, agreeably to the order of yesterday; and that his ex- 
cellency was pleased to appoint tomorrow, to lay before the council 
the information requested in their communication. 


|Governor’s communication 
on reserved lands. | Oct. 21, 1799, pp. 27-28 


Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, 

In compliance with your request that I would give you such 
information as I was in possession of, respecting lands that have 
been granted or reserved by the congress of the United States, 
to the territory for public purposes, made through your committee 
yesterday, I have the honor to observe, 

That the ordinance of congress, of the 20th May, 1785, directs 
that the lands in the north-western territory, which had been pur- 
chased of the Indian inhabitants, shall be laid out into ranges of 
townships of six miles square, and fractional parts of townships, 
by lines running due north and south, and others crossing them 
at right angles. The townships or fractional parts of townships 
to be designated by numbers progressively from south to north, 
and so soon as seven ranges of townships shall be surveyed, the 
board of treasury shall cause the same to be sold at public vendue. 
But the lots numbered 8, 11, 26 and 29, out of every township, 
and out of every fractional part of a township, so many lots of 
the same numbers as shall be found in them, are excepted from 
the sale so ordered, and reserved for the United States for future 
sale. The lot numbered 16 of every township, is also excepted out 
of the order of sale, and reserved for the maintenance of public 
schools within the said townships. 

By the powers given by congress to the board of treasury, 
on the 23d July, 1787, to contract for the sale of western lands, it 
is declared, that the lot number 16, in each township or fractional 
part of a township, is to be given perpetually for the purpose con- 
tained in the above ordinance. And the lot number 29 in each 
township or fractional part of a township, to be given perpetually 
for the purposes of religion. The lots numbers §, 11, and 26, in 
each township or fractional part of a township, to be reserved 
tor the future disposition of congress not more than two complete 
townships to be given perpetually for the purposes of an university, 
to be laid off by the purchaser or purchasers, as near the centre as 
may be, so that the same shall be of good land, to be applied to 
the intended purpose by the legislature of the state. 

In consequence of the above powers the board of treasury 
did enter into contracts for certain quantities of land with Messrs. 
Cutler and Sargent, on behalf of the Ohio company; and with 
Messrs. Dayton and Marsh, on behalf of John Cleves Symmes and 
his associates. By the letters patent granted to Mr. Symmes, 
the lots numbered §, 11, 16, 26 and 29, are excepted out of the 
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grant, and reserved to the United States for the purposes to which 
they had been appropriated—number 16, for schools according 
to the ordinance of 20th May, 1787, [1785|—and the lot number 29 
in each township for the purposes of religion—the lots 11, 8 and 26, 
for such purposes as the congress of the United States should 
thereafter direct. From thence it appears, that altho’ the lots 
numbers 16 and 29 are appropriated, and are to be given perpetu- 
ally for the purposes above mentioned, they have not actually been 
given, and the fee of them remains in the Uinited States. 

Whether the reservations and exceptions were made in the 
patent issued to the Ohio company, I am not able to inform the 
council, but it is highly probable they were made, because, the 
petition of Mr. Symmes to congress of the 29th August, 1787, prays, 
that congress will be pleased to direct that a contract be made by 
the board of treasury with him for himself and his associates, in 
all respects similar in form and matter to the grant made to 
Sargent and Cutler, differing only in quantity and place where, 
and instead of two townships for an university, that only one be 
assigned for the benefit of an academy, which petition was by 
congress referred to the board of treasury to take order the 2d 
Oct. 1787.—Why Mr. Symmes declined accepting of two townships 
for an university, and preferred one township for an academy, 
is not easily to be imagined. For further information respecting 
the township granted in trust to Mr. Symmes and his associates 
for an academy, I beg leave to refer the council to a communication 
made to a committee of the house of assembly sent herewith. 

I have the honor to be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 
Ar. St. Clair. 


This much of the Symmes “affair” has been presented here as it 
seems to involve a question of the general policy of the government and 
its efforts to protect the interests of the people in lands reserved for 
public purposes. Eventually the dispute came to revolve chiefly about 
the “college township,” and further “revelations” will be found in the 
succeeding chapter which deals with “Universities and Seminaries.” 


The following two laws must have received some attention in the 
legislative journal. But. since the journal contains no record of debate 
and rarely indicates the nature of a proposed measure, “an act to pre- 
vent trespass by cutting of timber” was not recognized as relating to 
school lands. When the relationship was discovered, it was not thought 
worth while to recheck the journal to pick up the missed entries. 


Laws of the Northwest Territory, 
D 999 


An act to prevent trespassing by cutting of timber. 


$4. That if any person or persons shall, after the passing of 
this act, under pretence of any lease, or otherwise, cut, fell, box, 
bore, or destroy, any black walnut, black, white, yellow, or red oak, 
whitewood, poplar, wild cherry, blue ash, yellow or black locust, 
chestnut, coffee or sugar tree, or sapling, standing or growing 
upon any lands within the territory, reserved, appropriated, or in- 
tended for the use and support of schools, or for the use and sup- 
port of religion, such person or persons shall forfeit and pay, for 
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every such tree or sapling so cut, felled, boxed, bored, or des- 
troyed, the sum of eight dollars; and if any person or persons shall 
cut, fell, box, bore, or destroy any other tree and sapling not here- 
in above named and enumerated, standing or growing upon any 
lands within the territory, reserved, appropriated, or intended 
for the uses aforesaid, such person or persons shall forfeit and 
pay for every such tree or sapling, so cut, felled, boxed, bored, or 
destroyed, the sum of three dollars. 

$5. That the penalties provided in the preceding section of 
this act, shall and may be recovered, with costs of suit, either by 
action of debt, brought by and in the name or names of the over- 
seer or overseers of the poor of the township in which such tree 
or sapling shall have been cut, felled, boxed, bored or destroyed, as 
aforesaid, for the use of the poor of the said township, or by action 
qui tam, in the name of any other person, who will first sue for and 
recover the same. 


| Approved, November 15, 1799. 


p. 223 


An act supplemental to the act entitled ‘An act to prevent tres- 
passing by cutting timber’, 

$1. Be it enacted, etc. That nothing contained in the before 
recited act, shall be so construed as to prevent persons now hold- 
ing, by lease, lands in the college townships, or other lands appro- 
priated for schools and religious purposes, within this territory, 
from cutting and using timber, agreeably to the tenor of such lease, 
nor shall it prevent the present settlers thereon from cutting 
timber on such parts thereof as they shall enclose and improve, 
until after such regulations as shall be made by the legislature of 
the territory are brought into operation. 


[Approved, December 19, 1799.] 


In territorial days the question often arose as to where the title to 
reserved lands was vested. The federal government maintained that it 
continued to hold the title to such lands until it was formally transferred 
to some grantee. In the case of the Symmes Purchase, the territorial 
legislature evidently thought that it could protect the public interest in 
reserved lands more effectively than the federal government seemed 
able to do. So, toward the close of the 1799 session, it initiated a move- 
ment to secure title to these lands 


Journal, House of Representatives, 
Dec. 16, 1799, pp. 180-181 


On motion made and seconded that the house do come to the 
following resolution in the form of a concurrent resolution of the 
two houses, to wit, 

Whereas, by certain laws and ordinances of the congress of 
the United States, the several! lots, number sixteen in each town- 
ship, contained in a tract of land granted by the congress of the 
United States, to John Cleves Symmes and his associates, within 
this territory, have been appropriated for the support and main- 
tainance of public schoo's and seminaries of learning within the 
said township: and lots, number twenty nine in each township, 
within the tract aforesaid, have been appropriated for the pur- 
poses of religion, and have been specially reserved to the United 
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States for the several respective purposes aforesaid; and from the 
advanced stage of population within the grant aforesaid, it is 
highly interesting to the community that the aforesaid lots be 
put into a state of improvement, 

Therefore, Resolved, 

3y the legislative council and house of representatives in 
general assembly, That the honorable William Henry Harrison, 
esquire, delegated to serve for this territory, in the congress of 
the United States, be instructed to use his endeavors to procure 
an act of congress to be passed, authorising the president of the 
United States, by letters patent, to grant and convey unto the 
legislature of this territory, the aforesaid several lots within the 
grant aforesaid, in trust to and for no other uses, intent and pur- 
poses, than those for which the said lots, of the several numbers 
aforesaid, have been respectively appropriated. 

And on the question that the house do agree to the same, 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, 

That Mr. Smith do carry the said resolution to the council 
and desire their concurrence. 


Journal, Legislative Council, 
Dec. 16, 1799, pp. 83-84 


A message from the house of representatives, by Mr. Smith. 

MR. PRESIDENT, The house of representatives have agreed 
to the amendments, proposed. by the council, to the bill entitled 
“An act to regulate the enclosing and cultivating of common 
fields,” and the house of representatives have passed a resolution 
on the subject of instructing the honorable William Henry 
Harrison, esquire, the delegate to represent the territory in the 
congress of the United States, to endeavor to have an act passed 
by congress, authorising the president of the United States, 
to convey by letters patent, to the legislature of this territory in 
trust, lots No. 16 and 29, in each township, within the grant made 
by the United States to John Cleves Symmes, and his associates, 
for the uses and purposes to which the said lots were to have 
been appropriated, agreeably to the provision made in the said 
grant, to which they desire the concurrence of the council; and 
the house of representatives have passed a resolution on the sub- 
ject of the land reserved by congress, in the grant made by the 
United States to John Cleves Symmes, and his associates, for the 
purposes of an academy or college. “Oc 

The council proceeded to consider the resolution sent from 
the house of representatives, on the subject of instructing William 
Henry Harrison, esquire, relative to lots, No. 16 and 29 in 
Symmes'’s grant, and the same being read, 

Resolved, That the council do agree to the said resolution. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the house of representa- 
tives therewith. 

The council took into consideration the resolution sent from 
the house of representatives on the subject of the township allotted 
for an academy or college, in the grant made to John Cleves 
Symmes and the same being read, 

Resolved, That the council do agree thereto. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the house of represen- 
tatives therewith. 


That the journals do not record every action taken by the respective 
houses seems evident from the fact that neither journal notes any 
amendments to the resolution to instruct William Henry Harrison. Yet 
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the following entry indicates that amendments were considered and 
adopted in both houses. The nature of such amendments remains undis- 
closed. 


Journal, Legislative Council, 
Dec. 17, 1799, p. 87 


A message from the house of representatives by Mr. W'Millan. 

MR. PRESIDENT, The house of representatives, have agreed 
to the amendments proposed by the council, to the resolution 
on the subject of giving instructions to William Henry Harrison, 
esquire, relative to the lots, No. 16 and 29, in the tract of land 
granted to judge Symmes, and his associates; 


Before the next session of the legislature Indiana had been set off 
as a separate territory and had reverted to the stage where the laws 
were adopted by the governor and judges. The great extent of the new 
territory is evident from the statute. 


Laws of Indiana 
Territory, 1809-1816 
pp. 99-100 


AN ACT to divide the Territory of the United States north- 
west of the Ohio, into two separate governments. 


SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That from and after the fourth day of July next, all that part of 
the territory of the United States north-west of the Ohio river, 
which lies to the westward of a line beginning at the Ohio, 
opposite to the mouth of Kentucky river, and running thence to 
fort Recovery, and thence north until it shall intersect the ter- 
ritorial line between the United States and Canada, shall, for 
the purposes of temporary government constitute a separate 
territory, and be called the Indiana Territory. 


SEC. 2. ind be it further enacted, That there shall be es- 
tablished within the said territory a government in all respects 
similar to that provided by the ordinance of Congress, passed on 
the thirteenth day of July, one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-seven, for the government of the territory of the United 
States north-west of the river Ohio; and the inhabitants thereof 
shall be entitled to, and enjoy all and singular the rights, priv- 
ileges and advantages granted and secured to the people by the 
said ordinance. 


SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That so much of the ordi- 
nance for the government of the territory of the United States 
north-west of the Ohio River, as relates to the organization of a 
general assembly therein, and prescribes the powers thereof, shall 
be in force and operate in the Indiana territory, whenever satisfac- 
tory evidence shall be given to the governor thereof, that such 
is the wish of a majority of the freeholders, nothwithstanding 
there may not be therein five thousand free male inhabitants of the 
age of twenty-one years and upwards: Provided, That until there 
shall be five thousand free male inhabitants of twenty-one years 
and upwards in said territory, the whole number of representatives 
to the general assembly shall not be less than seven, nor more than 
nine, to be apportioned by the governor to the several counties 
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in the said territory, agreebly to the number of free males of 


the age of twenty-one years and upwards, which they may res- 
pectively contain. 


SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That until it shall be 
otherwise ordered by the tegislatures of the said territories 
Saint Vincennes, on the Wabash river, shall be the seat of the gov- 
ernment for the Indiana territory. 


Approved, May 7th, A. D. 1800. 


The first stage of government in Indiana territory lasted until 1805. 
During this time no laws were adopted relating to schools and educa- 
tion. The journal of the first session of the House of Representatives, 
1805, shows no acts dealing with these subjects. This is the only journal 
preserved until the session of 1808. The session of 1807 produced a law 
on trespass. The part dealing with reserved lands is reproduced here 
and proves to be a re-enactment of two similar laws, already noted, 
passed by the legislature of the Northwest Territory in 1799. 

Previously to this, the federal Congress had enacted a law dealing 
with the sale of lands in Indiana. The “three above described tracts of 
country or districts” mentioned in the excerpt below are roughly Indiana, 
Michigan, and Illinois, all of which were at that time included in Indiana 
Territory. 

Territorial Papers, 
VII, pp. 173-178 
[March 26, 1804] 


An Act making provision for the disposal of the lands in the 
Indiana territory; and 


for other purposes. 
Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America, in Congress assembled, 


Sec. 5. ind he it further enacted, That all the lands aforesaid 
not excepted by virtue of the preceding section, shall, with the 
exception of the section “number sixteen,” which shall be reserved 
in each township for the support of schools within the same, 
with the exception also of an entire township in each of the three 
above described tracts of country or districts, to be located by the 
secretary of the treasury, for the use of a seminary of learning, 
and with the exception also of the salt springs and lands reserved 
for the use of the same as herein after directed, be offered for 
sale to the highest bidder. 

a Laws of Indiana Territory, 1801-1809, 
pp. 359-360 


in Act to prevent Trespassing by Cutting of Timber. 


$4. If any person or persons, shall, after the passing of this 
act, under pretence of any lease, or otherwise, cut, fell, box, or 
bore, or destroy, any Black Walnut, Black, White, Yellow, or Red 
Oak, White Wood, Poplar, Wild Cherry, Blue Ash, Yellow or Black 
Locust, Chesnut, Coffee, or Sugar Tree, or sapling, standing or 
growing upon any lands within the Territory, reserved, appro- 
priated, or intended for the use and support of schools, or for the 
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use and support of religion; such person or persons shall forfeit 
and pay, for every such tree or sapling, so cut, felled, boxed, bored, 
or destroyed, the sum of eight dollars: and if any person or _ per- 
sons, shall cut, fell, box, bore, or destroy, any other tree or sapling, 
not herein above named and enumerated, standing or growing 
upon any lands, within the Territory, reserved, appropriated, or 
intended for the use aforesaid, such person or persons, shall forfeit 
and pay for every such tree or sapling, so cut, felled, boxed, bored, 
or destroyed, the sum of three dollars. 

§5. [Provides overseers of poor may sue to collect penalties 
for the use of the poor of the county.|] 
$6. Nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to pre- 
vent persons now holding by lease, lands in the college township, or 
other lands appropriated for schools, and religious purposes, with- 
in this Territory, from cutting and using timber agreeably to the 
tenor of such lease, nor shall it prevent the present settlers thereon 
from cutting timber on such parts thereof, as they shall enclose 
and improve, until after such regulations as shall be made by the 
legislature, of the Territory are brought into operation. 


JESSE B. THOMAS, 
Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. 
B. CHAMBERS, 
President of the Council. 
Approved—September 17th, 1807. 
WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON 


The legislative session of 1808 is unique in several respects. It is 
one of the two sessions for which we have the journals for both houses. 
It appointed a “Committee for the Abolition of Taxes.’ It gave more 
attention to school lands than any of its predecessors. The successive 
entries in the journals unfold the story of what it did. 

The pages in the manuscript journals were not originally numbered. 
The page numbers used in the citations have been added later, appar- 
ently when the photostatic copies were made. The original journal of 
the Legislative Council has not been preserved. It was published serially 
in the Western Sun, a weekly newspaper at Vincennes. The citations 
are to various issues of this paper. 

Journal, House of Representatives, 
Sept. 27, 1808, p. 11 
(Governor Harrison's address to the assembly.) 
res The laws of Congress for the dispozal of the public 
lands, in the Territory having directed a Section to be reserved in 
each Township, for the support of schools; it may be proper, 

(Gentlemen) at the present session, to make some provision for 

securing this precious deposit from depredation, and putting it 

in a State of Progressive improvement. 


In the following entry, each of the six resolutions indicated directed 
that a specified portion of the governor's speech be referred to a select 
committee. In every case the committee was Jones and Johnston, or 
Johnston and Jones. This committee must have been overburdened, for 
a month elapses without a report. Then it is the Council that apparently 
initiates action. 
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Journal, House of Representatives, 
Sept. 29, 1808, pp. 26-28 


On Motion 

Resolved that this House agreeable to the order of the day 
do resolve itself into a Committee of the whole House on the 
speach of the governer and after some time spent there in Mr. 
Speaker resumed the chair and Mr. Decker reported that the Com- 
mittee according to order had come to the following Resolutions 


6th Resolved that so much of the said communication as refers 
to the orginisiation of Schools be refered to a select committee— 
Where upon the same being handid in at the Clerks Table and being 
severally Twice read were concured in by the House and there 
upon .. . Messrs. Jones & Johnston were appointed under the 
sixth Resolution. 


Journal, Legislative Council, 
Oct. 24, 1808; Western Sun, Feb. 11, 1809 


Mr. Bond asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill providing 
for leasing the sections of land reserved for publick schools, which 
was read the first time—on motion, ordered that the rule be 
dispensed with and that the same be read a 2d and 3d time to day, 
whereupon the same was read and passed—ordered, that the clerk 
inform the house of representatives thereof, and desire their 
concurrence therein. 


Journal, House of Representatives, 

Oct. 25, 1808, pp. 145-146 

A message from the Legislative Council by Mr. Hurst their 

clerk—Mr. Speaker I am directed by the Legislative Council to 

inform this House that. , 

They have also passed an act providing for leaceing the sec- 

tions of Land reserved for the use of Schools to which they desire 
the concurance of this House and then he withdrew 


pp. 148-150 

An act from the Legislative Council entitled an act providing 
for leasing the sections of land reserved for the use of schools was 
read the first time. Ordered that the said act be read a second 
time now 
On Motion 

Resolved that the said act be committed to a committee of the 
whole House and made the order of the day for today cone 

The House according to the order of the day resolved itself 
into a committee of the whole House on the act from the Legisla- 
tive Council entitled an act providing for leasing the sections of 
land reserved for the use of schools and after some time spent 
therein Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Jones 

that the committee had according to order had the said act 
under consideration and have made some amendments thereto 
which he Delivered in at the clerks Table the same being severally 
Twice read was agreed to by the House 
On Motion 

Resolved that the said Bill be engrossed for a third reading 
immediately which being done and read a third time 
On Motion 

Resolved that the said Bill do pass and that the title be as 
aforesaid 


Ordered that the clerk do inform the Legislative Council 
thereof 
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Journal, Legislative Council, 
Oct. 25, 1808: Western Sun, Feb. 11, 1809 


A message from the house of representatives by Mr. Jones, 
their clerk. 

Mr. President, I am directed to inform this house that the 
house of representatives have concurred in the act to authorise 
the leasing the sections of land reserved for the use of schools, 
to which they have made an amendment, and desire the concur- 
rence of this house thereto, and then he withdrew. 

On motion, ordered, that this house do concur in the amend- 
ment made by the house of representatives to the above mentioned 
act, and that the clerk inform them thereof. 


Mr. Bond from the committee for enrolled bills reported that 
they had examined the act providing for leasing the sections of 
land reserved for the use of schools, and . . . , and find them 
duly enrolled. 


Journal, House of Representatives, 
Oct. 25, 1808, p. 151 


A message from the Legislative Council by Mr. Hurst their 
clerk Mr. Speaker I am directed by the Legislative Council to 
inform this House that they do concur in the amendments made 
by this House to the act entitled an act providing for leaseing the 
sections of land reserved for the use of schools)and then he with- 
drew 


p. 152 


Mr. Jones from the committee of enrolled Bills reported that 
they have compared the engrossed with the following enrolled 


Bills from the Legislative Council . . . 2nd. an act entitled an act 
providing for leasing the sections of land reserved for the use of 
schools . . . whereupon Mr. Speaker signed the said enrolled Bills 


Ordered that the clerk do inform the Legislative Council 
thereof 


Journal, Legislative Council, 
Oct. 26, 1808: Western Sun, Feb. 11, 1809 


A message from the house of representatives by Mr. Jones, 
their clerk. 

Mr. President, the speaker of the house of representatives 
haying signed . . the act providing for the leasing the sections 
of land reserved for the use of schools— .. . I am directed to 
lay them before the council for the signature of the president— 


The president having signed the last mentioned acts they 
were delivered to the committee for enrolled bill to be laid before 
the governor. 

Mr. Bond from the committee for enrolled bills, reported that 
they had laid the last mentioned acts before the governor. 


Journal, Legislative Council, 
Oct. 26, 1808; Western Sun, Feb. 18, 1809 


The governor met both houses in the representatives chamber, 
and informed them that he had approved and signed the act 
providing for the leasing the sections of land reserved for 

the use of schools, which originated in the legislative council— 
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. and that he had rejected the act to amend an act entitled an 
act regulating the admission and practice of attornies and coun- 


sellors at law. . . . He then by the authority vested in him by the 
ordinance, dissolved the second general assembly of the Indiana 
Territory. 


Laws of Indiana Territory, 1801-1809. 
pp. 667-668 


AN ACT providing for Leasing the Sections of Land reserved 
for the use of Schools. 


$1. BE it enacted by the Legislative Council and House of 
Representatives, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the 
same, that the several courts of Common Pleas, within this ter- 
ritory, shall be, and they are hereby invested with full power to 
lease the sections within their respective counties, which have 
been reserved for the use of schools, upon such terms and condi- 
tions, as shall appear to them best calculated to improve the 
same: Provided always, that the lesees shall bind themselves to 
clear at least ten acres for every quarter section they may lease; 
and that no lease shall be made for a longer term than five years, 
when the demised premises with the fences thereon, shall be de- 
livered up in good repair. 

This act shall commence and be in force for the term of one 
year, and from thence to the end of the next sessions of the Legis- 
lature, and no longer. 

GEN. L. W. JOHNSTON, 
Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, 
JOHN RICE JONES, 
President of the Council. 
Approved—October 26, 1808. 
WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON 


The act for leasing sections of land reserved for schools, passed at 
the 1808 session, expired by its own terms in a little over a year. It 
must have been a tentative act passed in the expectation that a suc- 
ceeding legislature would revise and extend it. The following act, it 
will be noted, limits the amount of land to be leased to any one person, 
provides for the disposition of any “neet” proceeds, and extends the 
term for which lands may be leased. 


Laws of Indiana Territory, 1809-1816, 
pp. 131-132 


AN ACT directing the mode of leasing section number siz- 
teen, commonly called the School section. 


§1. BE it enacted by the Legislative Council and House of 
Representatives, and it is herebe enacted by the authority of the 
same, That the right to lease section number sixteen in each town- 
ship, shall be vested in the courts of Common Pleas in each and 
every county within this territory, who are hereby severally auth- 
orised to appoint trustees whose duty it shall be to lease the same 
in quarter sections, under such restrictions as the said courts by 
their orders may direct. 

§ 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall not be more 
than one quarter section leased to any one person, and the lessee 
shall be bound not to destroy sugar trees, nor waste any valuable 
timber, except so much as shall be necessary for improving the 
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farm, and that if any person or persons, not having a lease as afore- 
said on any of the aforesaid land, and committing waste thereon, 
shall incur the penalty by the act entitled “An act to prevent tres- 
passing by cutting timber.” 

§3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
courts of Common Pleas of the several counties to cause the neet 
proceeds arising therefrom to be applied to the support of schools, 
according to the true intent and meaning of the original donation, 
and the several laws of the Lnited States, reserving, granting and 
appropriating the same. 

$4. And be it further enacted, That the several courts of 
Common Pleas are hereby directed to make such allowance to the 
trustees as in their opinion the services rendered by such trustees 
may deserve. 

§5. Be it further enacted, That no lease shall be granted 
under the authority of this act for a longer term than seven years. 


Approved—December 14, 1810. 


The session of 1811 took no action relating to the matters with 
which this chapter is concerned. There was no session of the territorial 
legislature in 1812. Instead, two sessions were held in 1813, the first one 
beginning February 1, and the second opening in December. 

The original journal of the February session is in the Indiana State 
Library. It is written in a legible hand but seems to be wholly devoid 
of punctuation. The pages are not numbered. In consequence, citations 
can be made only to the dates on which action was taken. 

In both sessions of this year, the matter of the relief of those who 
had leased school lands seems to have occupied the attention of the 
assembly, but without avail to the lessees. 


Journal, House of Representatives 
Feb. 3, 1813 


Mr. Pennington laid before the house the petition and memo- 
rial of sundry inhabitants of Harrison county praying the legis- 
lature to pass a law in their favour respecting the leasing of school 
sections of land referred to Messrs Pennington McFarland and 
Robb a committee appointed for that purpose 


Feb. 5, 1813 


Mr. Pennington from the committee to whom was referred the 
petition of sundry inhabitants of Harrison County reported a bill 
for the relief of those who leased School sections which was read 
the first time and on motion ordered that the said bill be read a 
second time tomorrow 


Feb. 6, 1813 


On Motion the bill for the relief of those who leased school 
sections read yesterday was read a second time and on Motion 
Ordered that the said bill be committed to a committee of the 
whole and made the order of the day for Tuesday next 


Feb. 10, 1813 


On motion of Mr. Pennington 

The house according to order resolved inself into a committee 
of the whole on the bill for the relief of those who leased school 
sections and after some time spent therein Mr. Speaker resumed 
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the chair and Mr Evans reported that the committee had said bill 
under consideration had made some progress therein and directed 
him to ask leave to sit again 


Feb. 11, 1813 


The house then according to order resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole on the bill for the relief of those who leased 
school sections and after some time spent therein Mr Speaker 
resumed the chair and Mr Robb reported that the committee had 
considered the bill—had made some amendments thereto which 
he handed in at the clerks table and required the concurrence of 
this house thereto and on motion the said amendments were con- 
curred in 

Ordered that the said bill be engrossed for a third reading 


Feb. 12, 1813 


On motion of Mr. Noble 

Ordered that the engrossed bill for the relief of those who 
leased school sections be read a third time and on the question 
that the same do pass it was determined in the affirmative and 
ordered that the title of the said bill be An Act for the relief of 
those who leased school sections No 16 called school sections under 
the act of 1808 


Feb. 16, 1813 
A message from the L. C. by Mr. Sullivan their clerk 
Mr. Speaker the L. C. have rejected the bill for the relief of 


those who leased school sections called school sections under the 
act of 1808 


On Motion Ordered that a committee of conference be ap- 
pointed to act jointly with a similar committee on the part of the 
L. C. to take into consideration the bill for the relief of those who 
leased school sections and Mr. Pennington was appointed that 
committee 


A message from the L. C. by Mr Sullivan their clerk 

Mr Speaker the L. C. have appointed Mr. Manwaring a com- 
mittee of conference on their part to act with a committee on the 
part of this house on the disagreement of the L. C. to the bill en- 
titled an act for the relief of those who leased school sections No 
16 called school sections under the act of 1808 

Feb. 19, 1813 

Mr Pennington from the committee of conference on the bill 
respecting school sections reported that the committee adhere to 
the disagreement of this house 


The December, 1813, session of the legislature was the first one 
held at Corydon. This is the second of the two sessions for which the 
journals of both houses have been preserved. The assembly sat for one 
month, from December 6 to January 6, and was in session on both 
Christmas and New Year’s days. 

An entry in the house journal for the opening day reads, “The fol- 
lowing speech was then delivered by his Excellency.” A blank page 
follows. Fortunately the speech was recorded in the council journal, 
from which the following extract was taken. 
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Journal, Legislative Council, 
Dec. 6, 1813, pp. 7-8 


Governor’s Address 


Attention to education is highly necessary, there is an appropria- 
tion made by Congress in lands for the purpose of establishing 
public schools—It comes now within your province to carry into 
operation the designs of the appropriation— 


Dec. 7, 1813, p. 9 


Ordered that so much of the Governors communication as relates 
to the subject of Education, be refered to a select committee, and 
that they report Thereon—and the same was appointed, consisting 
of Johnson & Manwaring 


Journal, House of Representatives, 
Dec. 7, 1813, p. 10 


On motion of Mr. Pennington 

Ordered that the petition of Clement Nance and others re- 
specting the leasing of lands reserved for the use of schools be 
referred to a select committee; and that Messrs Dunn, Brown, & 
Pennington be that committee. 


Dec. 8, 1813, p. 11 


Mr. Pennington from the committee to whom was referred the 
petition of Clement Nance and others, reported by bill entitled as 
follows. 

A Bill for the relief of those who leased sections No. 16, called 
school sections under the act of 1808 which bill was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Pennington, 

Orderei that the said bill be read a second time to morrow. 


Dec. 9, 1813, p. 26 


On motion of Mr. Pennington 

Ordered that the bill for the releif of those who leased school 
sections be read the second time—Referred to a committee of the 
whole, and made the order of the day for to morrow. 


Dec. 11, 1813, p. 33 


The House resolved itself into a committee of the whole on the 
bill for the releif of those who leased lands for the use of Schools, 
and after some time spent therein Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, 
and Mr. Brown reported, that the committee had, according to 
order, had the said bill under consideration, and made amend- 
ments thereto, which he delivered in at the Clerks table, where it 
Was again read, and concurred in by the House. 


Dec. 14, 1813, p. 49 


On motion of Mr. Pennington 

The bill respecting the Lessees of certain sections of land, re- 
served for the use of schools, was engrossed & read a third time. 
On the question shall this bill pass? 
It was decided in the negative. 


Two sessions mark the year 1814. The first was a special session 
of the House of Representatives which lasted for one day only. 


The 
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regular session of this year began August 15 and was adjourned Septem- 
ber 10. Neither session produced any action relevant to the subject 
matter of this chapter. 


The 1815 session of the legislature extended from December 4 to 
December 28. At this time Governor Thomas Posey was ill and remained 
at his residence in Jeffersonville communicating with the assembly at 
Corydon through his secretary. His brief message was “laid before the 
house” on the opening day and “on Motion was ordered to be read and 
spread upon the journals.” It contained one passing reference to edu- 
cation. 


Journal, House of Representatives, 


Dec. 5, 1815 


. .  . The present seems to be a favorable time to turn 
your attention to the promotion of education and the improvement 
of the state of roads and highways. Both of these subjects have 
teen already acted on, By revising them a knowledge of their 
practical operation, may demonstrate the necessity of making 
alterations and improvements that will be extensively useful 


Dec. 5, 1815 


On motion 

Ordered that so much of the Governors message as relates to 
education be referred to a select committee with leave to Report 
thereon by bill or otherwise and thereupon Messrs 

Ferris Golay and Smith were Appointed that committee.— 


Dec. 6, 1815 


On motion 

Ordered that the committee to whom was referred so much of 
the Governors Message as relates to the subject of Education be 
instructed to enquire whether any, and if any, what, alterations 
are necessary, in the several laws of this Territory, respecting 
sections sixteen, commonly called school sections 


Dec. 7, 1815 


A message from the Legislative council by Mr. Sullivan their 
secretary Mr. Speaker the L. C. have passed a bill for the relief 
of the persons who leased in the year 1812 the school section No. 
16. in Town 12. Range 12. Franklin County, west of the old Indian 
boundary; which was read the first time and 

On motion—Ordered that the same be read the second time to- 
morrow. 


Dec, 18, 1815 


A message from the Legislative council by Mr. Sullivan their Sec- 
retary, 
Mr. Speaker, 

The L. C. have passed a resolution to prohibit the introduction 
of any bill by any member of either House after tuesday next— 
also a bill making further provisions on the subject of school 
sections, in which they request the concurrence of this House 
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Dec. 18, 1815 


On motion 

Ordered That the bill from the L. C. on the subject of school 
Sections be read the first time & ordered to be read the second 
time tomorrow.— 


Dec. 19, 1815 


On motion Ordered that the bill on the subject of school sections 
be taken up and read the second time and, indefinitely post- 
poned.— 


It was at this session that the legislature petitioned the national 
Congress for admission to statehood. In doing so it set forth its expecta- 
tions in regard to the transfer of school lands hitherto reserved by the 
federal government. No date appears in connection with this memorial 
except the notation concerning its submission to Congress. 


Laws of Indiana Territory, 1809-1816, 
p. 813 


MEMORIAL: STATEHOOD, 1815 
| Presented 14 Cong., 1 sess., Dec 28, 1815] 


. . . It is expected by us that the General Government, will be 
disposed to confirm to us her grant of township No. 2. South of 
Range 11. west of the second principal meridian, granted to the 
Indiana Territory for the use of an Academy, also the reserved 
Sections 16. in that portion of the Territory where the Indian title 
has already been extinguished, as well as that which may be here- 
after purchased, of the Indians, to be at the disposal of the future 
State for the use of Schools, and it is further requested and ex- 
pected, that all coal mines and Salt licks, which may be reserved 
by the United States, with a sufficiency of land to work them to 
e:fect, will be granted to the future State, as well where the 
Indian title is relinquished as where it is not, as soon as such 
relinjuishment is obtained by the United States. Furthermore as 
it is conceived by us, that the promotion of useful Knowledge, is 
the best Guarantee to our civil institutions, and as congress must 
know something of the difficulties, of raising money in new coun- 
tries, for the support of universities, we think we do ourselves 
but justice, in asking a reserve of one entire township, for the 
support of a college, to be located at some suitable place, on the 
United States lands in this Territory.—And whereas in the coun- 
ties of Knox Gibson and Clark, in said Territory, a great quantity, 
of the lands in said counties, are claimed by private individuals, 
and confirmed to them by various laws of congress, which lands 
are so located that those counties will be deprived of the benefits 
from the sixteenth Section, reserved by the laws of congres;, for 
the use of schools, It is therefore expected, that congress will 
reserve an equivalent in lands for the use of Schools, in said 
counties, in proportion to the number of the 16th Section now the 
property of individuals in said counties. 


The enabling act passed by Congress in response to the memorial 
of the Indiana legislature on statehood contained several “propositions” 
which were presented for acceptance or rejection by the constitutional 
convention. Two of these related to schools. 
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The first of these proposed to grant Section 16, the school section, 
“to the inhabitants” of the respective townships. This led the courts 
later to hold that the title to Section 16 did not vest in the state and 
could not be disposed of by the state legislature. 

Indiana Laws, 1818-1819, 
pp. 3-8 


AN ACT to enable the people of the Indiana Territory to form 
a Constitution and State Government, and for the admission of 
such State into the Union on an equal footing with the original 
states. 


Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the following propo- 
sitions be, and the same are hereby offered to the convention of 
the said territory of Indiana, when formed, for their free accept- 
ance or rejection, which, if accepted by the convention, shall be 
obligatory upon the United States. 

First. That the section numbered sixteen, in every township, 
and when such section has been sold, granted or disposed of, 
other lands, equivalent thereto, and most contiguous to the same, 
shall be granted to the inhabitants of such township for the use 
of schools 


Fourth. That one entire township, which shall be designated 
by the President of the United States, in addition to the one here- 
tofore reserved for that purpose, shall be reserved for the use of a 
Seminary of learning, and vested in the legislature of the said 
state, to be appropriated solely to the use of such Seminary by the 
said legislature. 

Fifth. . . . And provided always, That the five fore- 
going propositions, herein offered, are, on the conditions that the 
convention of the said state shall provide by an ordinance irre- 
vocable, without the consent of the U. States, that every and each 
tract of land sold by the United States, from and after the first 
day of December next, shall be and remain exempt from any tax, 
laid by order or under any authority of the state, whether for 
state, county or township, or any other purpose whatever, for the 
term of five years, from and after the day of sale. 


| ipprovred, April 19, 1816.] 


The memorial noted below is chiefly concerned with the fact that 
no government survey had ever been made of the borough of Vincennes 
and that those who occupy the land have no clear title to it. The trustees 
petition Congress to remedy the situation. 


Territorial Papers, VIII, pp. 37: 


2-373 
Memorial to Congress by Trustees of Vincennes 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States in Congress Assembled. 
The Memorial of the Trustees of the Borough of Vincennes, in 
the Territory of Indiana, 
Respectfully Sheweth 


That there is a large portion of waste ground now Occupied 
as a Common, in the Vicinity of this Borough, Containing about 
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Five thousand Acres; producing no real benifit to any one; and a 
great injury to the Community at Large; and which, if inclosed 
and duly cultivated, would be productive of great benefit to the 
Borough as well as to the individuals who might occupy it, as well 
as removing what may be justly considered in its present situa- 
tion, a great injury if not a Nuisance; they would therefore re- 
spectfully submit, with the other Subjects of this Memorial to 
the Consideration of Congress, the propriety of having it disposed 
of, for the purpose of Cultivation; and the same to be placed as a 
fund for promoting the education of the youth of the Borough 
and its Vicinity or for other purposes of Utility— 


Signed by the unanimous order of the Board Jany 17th 1816. 
F Graeter Chm 
B. J. Harrison. Clk. 


The concluding item in this chapter is presented as further evidence 


of the care always exercised by the government to safeguard Section 16 


in every arrangement for the disposal of land. 
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Proclamation of Public Land Sales 
By the President of the United States. 

Whereas by the act entitled “An Act providing for the sale of 
certain Lands in the Indiana Territory and for other purposes” 
passed the 30th of April 1810, it was enacted that a part of 
the said lands should be offered for sale to the highest bidder 
under the direction the Register of the Land Office, and the 
Receiver of Public Monies at the places respectively where the 
land Offices are kept, and on such day or days as shall by Procla- 
mation of the President of the United States be designated for that 
purpose, in tracts of the same size, and on the same terms and 
conditions as have been or may be provided for lands in the same 
districts: 

Wherefore, I, James Madison, President of the United States, 
in conformity with the provisions of the Act before recited, do 
hereby declare and make known, that sales shall be held on the 
first Monday in September next & five succeeding days at Jef- 
fersonville in the Indiana territory, for the disposal of Such part 
of the Lands aforesaid as lie in the District of Jeffersonville, which 
have not been reserved by Law for Schools or for other purposes, 
and the plats of the survey of which shall have been transmitted, 
prior to that day, by the Surveyor General to the Register of 
the Land Office at Jeffersonville; and that sales shall be held at 
Vincennes in the Indiana Territory; .on the Second monday in 
September next and three succeeding weeks, for the disposal of 
such part of the lands aforesaid as lie in the District of Vin- 
cennes, which have not been reserved by Law for Schools or for 
other purposes, & the plats of Survey for which shall have been 
transmitted, prior to that day, by the Surveyor General to the 
Register of the Land Office at Vincennes. 

Given under my hand this first day of May One thousand eight 
hundred and Sixteen 

(signed) James Madison 
By the President 
(signed) Josiah Meigs 
Commissioner of the Genl Land Office. 


Chapter III 


Universities and Seminaries 





NOTHING worthy of the name of “university” developed in the north- 
west during the territorial days of Indiana, but we have used the term 
in the title of this chapter, as the institution established at Vincennes in 
1806 was uniformly referred to in the official records and documents as 
“the Vincennes University.” 


Symmes Purchase 


In the preceding chapter some attention was given to the township 
in the Symmes Purchase reserved for a seminary of learning. The 
earlier phases of the controversy that developed over this township 
were regarded as indicating some of the problems that might arise in 
administering a policy of land grants for education such as the federal 
government had adopted for its national domain. In its later phases the 
controversy became a struggle to make secure an endowment for a 
specific institution of learning in a specific tract of land. As such we 
have viewed it as a part of the history of universities and seminaries 
in the old northwest. We have given it a place in our study as Indiana 
was, at the time, an integral part of the Northwest Territory and the 
Symmes Purchase lay sufficiently close to the western limits of Ohio 
that what happened there might well be of interest to the inhabitants of 
the future Hoosier state. 

Even before the territorial legislature at Cincinnati asked Governor 
St. Clair for information relative to reserved lands, it would seem that 
officials of the federal government were becoming concerned over the 
state of Judge Symmes’ affairs in the Miami valley. Witness the fol- 
lowing: 


Territorial Papers, U1, pp. 26-27 


The Secretary of State to Governor St. Clair 
Department of State Philada June 19th 1799— 

His Excellency Governor St Clair 

Sir/. I inclose for your information a copy of the patent from 
the President of the United States to John Cleves Symmes and his 
Associates, of a tract of land on the Ohio and between the Great 
and Little Miami Rivers. The date is of the 30th of September 
1794, at certain periods after which, some reserved lots, and one 
entire township were to be located and surveye‘l. I would suppose 
that these locations were duly attended to at the time when the 
transaction was recent and the consequent acts necessary to be 
done were fresh in memory. Hence it is to be presumed that the 
fifteen acres about and comprehending Fort Washington, and the 
lot one mile square at or near the mouth of the Great Miami have 
been seasonably located and surveyed: and I hope the same has 
been done with the entire township which pursuant to the patent 
was to be located and surveyed at or near the centre of the whole 


(39) 
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tract, for an Academy and other seminaries of lea[r|ning: but some 
doubt being entertained respecting the location of the township, 
I have thought it necessary to bring the matter into your view, 
seeing the location was to ke made with your approbation. The 
term of five years within which this location was to be made, 
you will observe expires on the 30th of September next. I have 
therefore to entreat your immediate attention to this subject: and 
that you will do and cause to be done every act necessary to secure 
the township for the public and important purposes contemplated 
in the patent, and in the Act of Congress to which it refers. 

As to the expense, the course which, as I conceive, Judge 
Symmes and Associates should have taken was this—When sur- 
veying their entire tract into divisions of townships or otherwise, 
to have given notice to the Governor of the Territory to select, 
or to approve when selected, the reserved township. In this mode 
the surrounding lands being surveyed, the township boundaries 
would have been defined. If this however has not been done, and 
a special expense must be incurred, I engage to pay it in behaif 
of the United States, upon your order on an account stated and 
approved by you. 

I shall be desirous of receiving your answer as early as may 
be; and remain, 

With great respect &c &c. 

Timothy Pickering 


p. 67 


The Secretary of the Treasury to the Secretary of State 
Treasury Department Trenton August 31. 1799— 

Sir, I have the honor to return the letter written by his 
Excellency Governor St Clair to you dated the 29 of July, and 
which you was pleased to transmit to me on the 16 instant. 

Considering the embarrassments which attend the affairs of 
Judge Symmes, I am of the opinion that if the value of the Town- 
ship which ought to have been reserved by him for the support 
of an Academy, computed at the rate of two Dollars per Acre, 
should it be tendered, it ought to be immediately accepted and 
vested in public stock or deposited in the Bank of the United 
States, subject to such further disposition as the Law will auth- 
orize or as Congress may direct 

I am at the same time of opinion that no tender will be made, 
and that the proposal is by Mr Symmes made the subject of 
discussion, merely from a desire to quiet the just resentment 
which his breach of trust is calculated to excite—I therefore 
suggest, that it may be expedient to request Governor St Clair 
to take immediate measures for bringing the sincerity of Mr 
Symmes to the test and in case of his refusal or neglect to deposit 
the value of the Land in question, to procure regular evidence of 
the breach of trust, to accompany a suitable representation to 
Congress—that if necessary and proper Mr Symmes may be re- 
moved from Office, by Impeachment. 

I have the honor to be very respectfully Sir your Obed 
Servant 

Oliv. Wolcott 
The Secretary of State 





It will be recalled that when Governor St. Clair replied to the re- 


quest of the assembly for information concerning reserved lands, 


he 


submitted also a communication which he had just made to a committee 
of that body. This appears below. 
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Journal, Legislative Council, 
Oct. 21, 1799, pp. 29-33 


The following is the communication made to the committee 
above referred to, to wit. 

GENTLEMEN, 

In compliance with the request made by you yesterday, that 
I would furnish you with all the information respecting the town- 
ship reserved out of the grant of land made by the United States 
to John Cleves Symmes and his associates, for the purpose of 
erecting an academy therein, which I was in possession of, I have 
made the following statement. 

By an act of congress entitled “An act for ascertaining the 
bounds of a tract of land purchased by John Cleves Symmes and 
his associates, passed on the 12th April, 1792,” the president was 
empowered to alter the contract made between the late board of 
treasury and the said John Cleves Symmes, for the sale of a mil- 
lion of acres, in such manner that the tract might extend from 
the mouth of the Great Miami to the mouth of the Little Miami, 
and be bounded by the Ohio on the south, and by a parellel of 
latitude extending from the Great to the Little Miami, so as to 
comprehend the proposed quantity. 

By another act of congress entitled “‘An act authorising the 
grant an: conveyance of certain lands to John Cleves Symmes and 
his associates, passed the 5th May, 1792,” the president was em- 
powered to issue letters patent to the said John Cleves Symmes 
and his associates, thereby conveying to them and their heirs and 
assigns such number of acres of land as the payments then made 
by him, his agents or associates would pay’ for, estimating the 
lands at two thirds of a dollar per acre, and making the reserva- 
tions specified in the said contract. 

The third section of that act further empowers the president 
by letters patent to convey to the said John Cleves Symmes and 
his associates, their heirs and assigns, in trust, for the purpose of 
establishing an academy and other public schools and seminaries 
of learning, one complete township, conformably to an order of 
congress of the 2d October, 1787, made in consequence of the 
application of the said John Cleves Symmes fer the purchase of 
the tract aforesaid, and by the fourth section it is enacted, that the 
several quantities of land to be granted and conveyed as afore- 
said shou!d be included and located within such limits and lines 
of boundary as the president might judge expedient. 

On the 80th October, 1794, letters patent were made by the 
president to John Cleves Symmes and his associates, granting and 
conveying to them in pursuance of the above act, a certain tract 
of lanl, beginning at the mouth of the Great Miami river and 
extending along the Ohio river to the mouth of the Little Miami 
river, bounded on the south by the said Ohio river, and on the 
west by the said Great Miami river, and on the east by the said 
Little Miami river, and on the north bv a parellel of latitude to 
be run from the said Great Miami to the Little Miami, so as to 
comprehend three hundred and eleven thousand six hundred and 
eighty-two acres, out of which were excepted lots number 16 and 
29, for the purposes of education and religion; and the lots num- 
bers 8, 11 and 26, for the purposes which the congress thereafter 
might direct out of each township in the same (and provision 
was made that the tract should be laid out into townships of six 
miles square) and fifteen acres including Fort Washington. By 
the same letters patent, it is declared, that one complete township 
of six miles syuare, to be located with the approbation of the 
governor of the ierritory for the time being, and in the manner 
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and within the term of five years, as nearly as may be in the 
centre of the tract before granted, hath been and is granted, and 
shall be holden on trust to and for the sale [sole] and exclusive 
intent and purpose of erecting and establishing therein an acad- 
emy and other public schools and seminaries of learning, and 
endowing and supporting the same, and to and for no other use, 
intent or purpose whatscever. 

Many applications respecting this township so granted for an 
academy were made to me by the people of the county of Hamil- 
ton, but as I had then never seen the patent to Mr. Symmes and 
his associates, and did not know that the approbation of the 
governor of the location that might be made by them was re- 
quired, it was replyed that I could do nothing in it and saw no 
course to be taken, if they had broken the trust, but an application 
to congress; at length a gentlemen informed me that he had seen 
the patent and the governor's approbation of the location was 
expressly required; I then called on Mr. Symmes and requested 
him to allow me to peruse his patent with which he readily com- 
plied; I found it to be with respect to that township as it had 
been represented, and a copy of it has since been transmitted to 
me by the secretary of state. Mr. Symmes was then informed of 
the applications which had been made to me and the necessity of 
laying out the township; on which he spoke of the second town- 
ship in the second fractional range of townships—Occasional con- 
versations passed between us on the subject at several times 
afterwards, and on the 24th July, 1798, Mr. Symmes wrote a letter 
to me which I send herewith, making a formal offer of that 
township for my approbation. In conversation soon afterwards I 
stated to him the objections I had to that location, and the matter 
rested a considerable time; I supposing the objections I had made 
woul: be considered Ly him as a refusal to approve, but the matter 
being brought to my view again, hearing of no new location and 
reflecting that the offer had been made in writing and might 
possibly be considered such a location as the patent required, and 
that the refusal had been oniy verbal conversation which might 
easily be forgotten and could not be made to appear—on the 15th 
of last July | wrote a letter to Mr. Symmes, from which the fol- 
lowing is an extract: I have never, sir, formally replied to your 
letter of the 24th July last, wherein you proposed the second 
township in the second fractional range of townships, in the lands 
granted to you by patent on the 30th September, 1794, should be 
accepted to satisfy the declaration in said patent, that one com- 
plete township or tract of land of six miles square, to be locate‘ 
with the approbation of the governor of the territory for the time 
being, as nearly as might be in the centre of the tract therein 
befcre granted, to be holden in trust, by you and your associates, 
to and for the sole and exclusive purpose of erecting and establish- 
ing an academy and other public schools and seminaries of learn- 
ing, and endowing and supporting the same, was excepted out of 
the sai:l grant; and you requested that the township then proposed 
should be approved by me and proclaimed as the proper township 
for the purposes of endowing an academy in the Miami purchase 
I say sir, to that proposal, I have never formally replied; but, 
you will please to recollect, sir, that, before you sent me the above 
letter, and after | had received it, you informed me in conver- 
sation, that it was the only complete township that remained in 
your possession; and of course you could assign no other for the 
academy—that I mentioned my doubts that you could not assign 
that one neither, for I had been informed that one half of it had 
been sold to Mr. Boudinot, and the deed for it from you to him 
was upon record here, and other parts of it were claimed by other 
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persons—that you observed it was not a deed of sale to Mr. Bou- 
dinot, which you had made, but a conditional contract, and that 
the contract not having been fulfilled on his part, the obligation 
ceased upon your's, and you had a right to dispose of it as you 
thought proper. To that it was replied, that supposing the case 
to be so, still I could not think myself justifiable in approving of 
the proposed location since, however it might terminate, a law- 
suit was unavoidable; and also that it did not, in any way cor- 
respond with the situation pointed out, to wit, as nearly in the 
center of the tract as may be. On that we parted, after your re- 
questing me again to view the proposed township, and examine its 
natural advantages: I have not sir, examined the township, be- 
cause I have been informed by every person I have conversed with 
on the subject, and I have conversed with a great many on it, 
that a very small part of it is fit for cultivation, and I have since 
learned that a suit in chancery has been commenced by Mr. Bou- 
dinot, to compel you to make a deed for that part of it condition- 
ly sold. As all this conversation may however be forgotten, and 
the offer, or location, as it may perhaps be called, of the second 
township in the second fractional range of townships, therein to 
establish an academy, &c. has been made in writing in the before 
mentioned letter of the 24th July, 1798, it is proper that the 
approbation or disapprobation of the same should be in writing 
also. I request you therefore, sir, to take notice, that for the 
reasons above mentioned, to wit; that the title to a part of it at 
least, is in dispute; that it does not answer to the situation called 
for in the patent; and, that according to information, it is of very 
mean quality, which if true, would defeat the purpose for which it 
was granted; the location of the second township in the second 
fractional range of townships, for the purpose of erecting therein 
an academy and other schools; and for endowing and supporting 
the same, is not approved, and cannot by me, be declared to he 
the lot granted to you in trust for those purposes, and I must 
request you, sir, as soon as may be, to point out another township 
free from those objections.” 

To that letter I have not received an answer. 

The applications which Mr. Symmes. made to congress for a 
township for an academy, a copy of which I have lately seen, 
points out the place contemplated by him with more precision than 
the patent does. The request is, that it may be granted as nearly 
in the centre of the tract, and opposite to the mouth of Licking as 
may be, where the soil and situation in other respects may be 
suitable; (I do not give the very words because I did not take a 
copy) and it would seem that a certain township, answering to 
that description, had been some how pointed out at an early day, 
for there is one answering the description in all respects, that to 
this day is distinguished by the name of the college township. 

The sale to Mr. Boudinot before spoken of, is contained in 
certain articles of agreement entered into between Mr. Symmes 
and him, on the 12th day of March, 1788, and recorded in book 
No. 2, letter B, page 107, of the records of the county of Hamil- 
ton.—Which, after a recital setting forth that Mr. Symmes had 
contracted with congress for a large tract of land between the 
Little and Great Miamis, proceeds, after another recital, in these 
words; “And whereas the said John C. Symmes intends and pur- 
poses to reserve to himself in the said purchase in his private 
right, one certain township in the fork of the Ohio and G. Miami, 
and the fractional parts of those townships and sections which lie 
between such township and the Ohio and Great Miami, on which 
he hath laid out a plan of a city on paper, &c.”’ and then goes on 
after that description, “And whereas the said Elias is desirous of 
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becomming jointly and equally interested in the said townchip 
sections and fractions, with the said John Cleves Symmes, and in 
the said city, and reserved lands, in case he shall obtain a deed 
for the same from congress; now these presents witness, that the 
said John Cleves Symmes, for and in consideration of the sum of 
one hundred pounds, lawful money of the state of New. Jersey, to 
him in hand well and truly paid, and also of the sum of one 
hundred pounds more, to be taken by the said J. C. Symmes, out 
of the first share of the sales he may make of other properties 
so to be sold in common between them, belonging also to the said 
Elias, hath agreed to sell, transfer and confirm, and by these 
presents, doth engage to sell, transfer, convey and confirm unto 
the said Elias Boudinot, his heirs and assigns forever, whenever 
and as soon as the said J. C. Symmes shall obtain a deed therefor 
from congress, the one equal and undivided moiety or half part of 
all and singular the said township, sections and fractions of sec- 
tions, and reserved lands as aforesaid, elected and taken by the 
said John Cleves Symmes in the forks of the said rivers as afore- 
said; subject to certain regulations and conditions, which are 
there set forth.” It is alledged, that the township, which Mr. 
Symmes has offered in lieu of that in the centre of his tract, 
granted to him in trust for an academy, is one of those mentioned 
in the aforesaid articles of agreement. 

This, gentlemen, is all the information I can give you respect- 
ing the college township; had I possessed more or better, it would 
have been freely communicated. 

I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 
AR. ST. CLAIR. 


On the same day that the House of Representatives adopted the 
resolution that follows, it adopted a similar resolution dealing with the 
reserved sections of land in the Symmes Purchase other than the college 
township (Chapter II, p. 24). In the passage below, the bracketed line 
is misplaced in the printed journal; here it has been restored to its 
proper position. 


Journal, House of Representatives, 
Dec. 16, 1799, pp. 183-185 


On a motion made and seconded that the house do come to the 
following resolution, to wit, 

Whereas the president of the United States, by letters patent, 
bearing date the fifteenth day of September, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety four, in pursuance of an act of the congress of 
the United States passed the fifth day of May, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety two authorising the grant and conveyance of 
certain lands to John Cleves Symmes and his associates, lying 
and being within this territory, did grant to the said John Cleves 
Symmes and his associates, their heirs and assigns in trust, one 
complete township or tract of land of six miles square, to be [lo- 
cated with the approbation of the governor of the territory for the 
time] being, as nearly as may be in the centre of certain larger 
tract of land, granted to the said John Cleves Symmes and his 
associates, by the letters patent aforesaid, to be holden by the said 
John Cleves Symmes and his associates, in trust to and for the 
sole and exclusive intent and purpose of erecting and establishing 
thereon an academy and other public schools and seminaries of 
learning, and endowing and supporting the same, and to and for 
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no other use, intent or purpose whatever. And from sundry com- 
munications made by the governor to the legislature of the terri- 
tory, it appears that the said John Cleves Symmes hath submitted 
to the governor for his approbation, as the township aforesaid, one 
differently situated from that described in the letters patent afore- 
said, and to him represented to be inferior in point of quality and 
situation, and also in part claimed by one Elias Boudinot, and a 
suit in law respecting the title of such claim to be depending 
thereon. And also from the report of the committee of this house, 
to whom was referred the report of the committee appointed to 
commune with the governor on the subject of college lands within 
the patent of John Cleves Symmes and his associates, and other 
public lands, &c. And from the papers accompanying the said 
report, it further appears, that the said John Cleves Symmes 
cannot comply with the trust reposed in him and his associates, 
by his having aliened the township described in the said letters 
patent, except the five sections following to wit: Number eight, 
number eleven, number sixteen, number twenty six and number 
twenty nine; wherefore, to the end that the laudable purposes for 
which the trust estate in the township aforesaid may not be de- 
feated. 

Resolved, 

That a committee of two be appointed on the part of this 
house, to meet a committee to be appointed on the part of the 
legislative council to take into consideration the mode of obtaining 
the township aforesaid, or an equivalent for so much thereof as 
cannot be obtained to and for the sole use, intent and purposes, 
and no other; for which the said trust estate herein hath been 
created, and report by resolution or resolutions thereon. 

And on the question that the house do agree to the same, 

It was resolved in the affirmative—Yeas 11—Nays 5. 

The yeas and nays being demanded, 


Those who voted in the affirmative are, 


Messrs. Benham, 
Darlington, M'Millan, 
Edgar, Martin, 
Fearing, Sibley, 
Goforth, Visger, and 
Langham, Worthington, 


Those who voted in the negative are, 


Messrs. Bond, Pritchard, and 
Cadwell, Smith. 
Meigs, 
Ordered, 


That a committee be appointed on the part of this house, pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. M’Millan and Mr. Smith 
be the said committee. 

On motion, ordered, 

That Mr. Sibley be added to the said committee 

Ordered, 

That Mr. Benham do carry the said resolution and desire their 
concurrence thereto; and also, that he inform the council that a 
committee hath been appointed on the part of this house, pur- 
suant to the said resolution. 


It is somewhat difficult to follow the successive actions of the legis- 
lature on the two resolutions both dealing with reserved lands in the 
Symmes Purchase. The session adjourned December 19 and it is possible 
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that in the pressure of business of the closing days things became rather 
It would seem that some entries in the journals could not be 
in the same order in which the steps on these resolutions were taken. 


confused. 
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There may also have been some action that did not get on the record. 





Journal, House of Representatives, 
Dec. 17, 1799, p. 192 


A message from the council by Mr. Schenck, their secretary. 

Mr. Speaker, 

The council have agreed . . . to the resolution on the mode 
of obtaining the college township in the grant of land made by 
Congress to John Cleves Symmes and his associates, or an equiva- 
lent; and the council have agreed to the resolution giving instruc- 
tions to the honorable William Henry Harrison, esq. relative to the 
lots numbered sixteen and twenty nine, in the grant of land made 
by congress to John Cleves Symmes, and his as-ociates, with an 
amendment, to which they desire the concurrence of this house. 
And then he withdrew. 

The house proceded to consider the amendment proposed by 
the council to the last mentioned resolution, which was read in 
these words, “after the word aforesaid in the twenty fifth and 
twenty sixth lines, insert the words “and also the lots reserved for 
the use aforesaid, in the seven ranges of townships.” 

And on the question thereupon, 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, 

That Mr. M’Millan acquaint the council therewith. 


Dec. 18, 1799, pp. 199-201 


Mr. M’Millan, from the joint committee appointed, presented, 
according to order, a resolution on the subject of giving certain 
instructions to William H. Harrison, esq. relative to the college 
township, in the grant of land made by congress to John Cleves 
Symmes and his associates, which was read in the words follow- 
ing, to wit, 

Whereas the president of the United States, by letters patent 
bearing date of the fourth day of September, one thousand, seven 
hundred and ninety-four, in pursuance of an act of congress, 
passed the fifth day of May, one thouscand, seven hundred and 
ninety-two, made conformably to an ordinance of the second day 
of October, one thousand, seven hundred and eighty-seven, granted 
to John Cleves Symmes and his associates, their heirs and assigns, 
in trust, one complete township or [possibly “of,” word not dis- 
tinct] six miles square of land, to be holden by the said John 
Cleves Symmes and his associates, in trust, to and for the sole 
and exclusive intent and purpose of erecting and establishing 
therein an academy, and other public schools and seminaries of 
learning, and for endowing and supporting the same, to be located 
with the approbation of the governor of the territory as near to 
the centre of a tract of land in the letters patent described, as 
might be. Yet, by reason of the said John Cleves Symmes having 
alienated thirty-one sections of the aforesaid township, most, and 
perhaps the whole of the sales whereof took place before he re- 
ceived his patent, and there now remains of the same township, 
only the five sections following, to wit, No. 8, No. 11, No. 16, No. 
26 and No. 29, the benefits contemplated to result from the afore- 
said trust, must inevitably be lost, unless prompt measures be 
taken for securing the same, 

Therefore, Resolved, 


DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATION IN INDIANA 


By the legislative council and house of representatives, in 
general assembly, that William H. Harrison, esquire, delegated 
to serve for this territory, in the congress of the United States, be 
instructed to use his endeavors to procure an act of congress to 
be passed at the present session, vesting in certain trustees and 
their successors, resident within the grant of land made to John 
Cleves Symmes, and described in the letters patent aforesaid, the 
right of the aforesaid lots, to wit, of No. 8, No. 11, No. 16, No. 26 
and No. 29 in the third township east of the Great Miami river, and 
first entire range of the grant aforesaid, to be holden by the said 
trustees and their successors, in trust, to and for the sole use, 
intent and purpose of establishing an academy, and endowing and 
supporting the same, whose conduct and mode of succession shall 
be subject to the control and direction of the legislature of the 
territory, and of the state in which the same tract of country may 
be hereafter included. And that the said William H. Harrison be 
also instructed, if practicable, to obtain a grant of thirty-one sec- 
tions of land, in a body, lying on the bank of the Great Miami 
river, on the west side, and so high up the said river as to lie 
in a square, and the whole thereof to be east of a line extended 
due North from the mouth of the said Great Miami river, to and 
for the uses, intents and purposes aforesaid, and in lieu of those 
alienated by the said John Cleves Symmes; and further, if the 
said William H. Harrison cannot effect the purposes aforesaid, that 
he use all legal means in his power to have such measures taken as 
will compel the said John Cleves Symmes to make good the trust 
aforesaid, or render an equivalent for the same, to be appropriated 
agreeably to the same use and intent of the original donation 

On motion, 

The said resolution was read the second time. 


On motion, 

The said resolution was read the third time. 

And on the question that the house do agree to the same, 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, 

That Mr. Langham do carry the said resolution to the council 
and desire their concurrence. 


Journal, Legislative Council, 
Dec. 18, 1799, pp. 91-92 


A message from the house of representatives by Mr. Langham. 
MR. PRESIDENT, The house of representatives have paszed a 
resolution on the subject of giving instructions to William Henry 
Harrison, esquire, relative to the college township, in the grant 
of land made by congress to John Cleves Symmes, and his asso- 
ciates, to which they desire the concurrence of the council. 


The resolution sent from the heuse of revreseerte‘ives on **e 
subject of giving instructions to William Henry Harrison, esquire, 
relative to the college township, in the grant of land made by con- 
gress to John Cleves Symmes, and his associates, was read the 
first time. 

On motion, The said resolution was read the second and third 
times. 

Resolved, That the same do pass. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the house of represen- 
tatives therewith. 
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Why the legislature wanted a township east of the Scioto River is 
not apparent. Two townships in this area had been granted for a semi- 
nary in the original patent to the Ohio Company (Chapter II, p. 15). 


Journal, House of Representatives, 
Dec. 18, 1799, p. 201 


Mr. Langham laid before the house a resolution on the subject 
of applying to congress for a donation of a township of land, east 
of the Scioto, for the purpose of endowing an academy and other 
seminaries of learning, which was read and agreed to by the house. 


Ordered, 

That Mr. Langham do carry the said resolution to the council | 
and desire their concurrence. } 

A message from the council by Mr. Schenck, their secretary. 

Mr. Speaker, | 

The council have agreed . . . to the resolution on the subject 


of giving certain instructions to William H. Harrison, esq. relative 
to the college township in the grant of land made by congress to 
John Cleves Symmes and his associates. And then he withdrew. 


Journal, Legislative Council, 
Dec. 18, 1799, p. 93 


A message from the house of representatives by Mr. Langham. 

Mr. PRESIDENT, The house of representatives have passed a 
resolution on the subject of applying to congress for a donation 
of a township of land east of the Scioto, for the purpose of endow- 
ing an academy and other seminaries of learning, to which they de- 
sire the concurence of the council. 

A message from the house of representatives by Mr. Ludlow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT, The house of representatives have passed 
a resolution on the subject of instructing William Henry Harrison, 
esquire, our delegate in congress relative to certain lands in 
Symmes’s grant and west of the Great Miami, to which they desire 
the concurence of the council. 

The council proceeded to consider the said resolution and 
the same being read was agreed to. 

Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the house of representa- 
tives therewith. 


Vincennes University 


In the Ohio Company tract and in the Symmes Purchase, the reser- 


vations of townships for seminaries of learning were contained in the | 
. ; i 

patents by which the title to the land was conveyed to the purchasers. 

Thus, when Indiana became a separate territory there was no provision t 


for a “college township” within the limits of its jurisdiction. Hence the 
need of a petition such as the following: 
Territorial Papers, 
VII, pp. 43-44 
PETITION TO CONGRESS BY TRUSTEES OF 
JEFFERSON ACADEMY 
7 Cong. 1 sess. 
[December 31, 1801] 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled. 


The Petition of the Undersigned, Trustees chosen by the Sub- 
scribers for establishing and founding an Academy or Seminary 
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of learning at Vincennes in the Indiana Territory, called the 
Jefferson Academy Humbly showeth that the Inhabitants of the 
Country and more especially those descended from French Parents, 
have long experienced the Inconveniences arising from the total 
want of an Institution for the Education of Youth; the Conse- 
quence has been, that almost the whole of the Inhabitants dis- 
tinguished by the name of French, are entirely illiterate, and the 
rising Generation as well American as French, will in all probab- 
ility, without the Establishment of the intended Institution, be 
brought up in a similar State of Ignorance. 

The Subscribers to the Institution have exerted their private 
funds for its Erection and Support, and have already at a consid- 
erable Expense engaged Masters in the Classics, Belles Lettres, 
Mathematics and the English and French Languages—they are 
nevertheless convinced, that however strenuous their Endeavors, 
a sufficient fund cannot be raised for a permanent Establishment, 
without the benevolent Aid of the United States—this Aid from the 
bountiful provisions heretofore made for similar Institutions in 
the North Western Territory your Petitioners have every Reason 
to hope, will be extended to them. 

They therefore humbly pray that a Donation of land, equal in 
Quantity to that made for a similar Institution in the Ohio pur- 
chase on the Muskingum, or such other Quantity as you may 
think proper, may be granted to the Trustees for the Benefit of 
the said Institution, to be located and laid out, under the Directions 
of the Governor of the Territory, in the neighbourhood of this 
place, on lands to which the Indian title has been or may be ex- 
tinguished. 





Willm Henry Harrison 


; Sie #8 

Jno Gibson | ne x a 

Vincennes 31st December 1801 Wm Clark oe” 8 
s Slt so 

Henry Van der Burgh . 2 

F: Vigo \ 2 Son 

Jno Rice Jones ea 


The preceding petition was apparently “pigeon holed” in Congress. 
But by an act approved March 26, 1804, provision was made for the 
reservation of one township each in the three districts (Indiana, Mich- 
igan, Illinois) of the Indiana Territory. The same act also contained 
certain stipulations concerning Section 16 and so has been presented in 
Chapter II (p. 27). This was the act that made possible the establish- 
ment of Vincennes University. 


Territorial Papers, VII, p. 354 


The Secretary of The Treasury to John Badollet 
Treasury. Department, May 2d 1806. 
John Badollett Esqre Register, L, Office—Vincennes. 

Sir, I have the honor to enclose an Act respecting the claims 
to Land in the Indiana territory and State of Ohio, and to call in 
the first instance your attention to the first section thereof. You 
will for that purpose jointly with the Receiver of public monies, 
lay out one or more tracts adjoining those already laid out by the 
Governor, and immediately transmit a copy of such location to 
me for my approbation.— 


. It will also be necessary to locate the College town- 
ship, “&0 on that subject you will be pleased to confer with the Gover- 
nor, & with the Receiver of public monies, and transmit your 
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opinion to me as early as possible—The township should be of good 
quality, and in as central a situation in relation to what will be 
the second State as practicable. 


This letter you will consider as jointly addressed to The Re- 
ceiver of public monies and yourself, and give him a copy of it.— 
I have &Ca 


pp. 394-395 


THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY TO JOHN BADOLLET 
Treasury Department. October 10th 1806. 
John Badollet Esqre Regr Land Office. Vincennes. 

SIR, In conformity with the provisions of the fifth section 
of the Act making provision for the disposal of the public Lands in 
the Indiana Territory and for other purposes, I do hereby locate for 
the use of a seminary of learning, the township No 2, South of 
the base line in the eleventh range, West of the Vincennes District 
being the same which is recommended for that purpose, in your & 
the Receivers joint letter of the 12th ulto. 

You will be pleased to enter the location accordingly in your 
book of entries, in order that the same may be matter of record. 

I have &ca 

Exd 
pp. 395-396 


THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY TO JOHN BADOLLET 
AND NATHANIEL EWING 
Treasury Department. October 11th 1806. 
John Badollet & Nathaniel Ewing Esqres Vincennes. 
Gentlemen, I have the honor to enclose the Presidents pro- 
clamation, fixing the time of sales of the public lands at Vin- 
cennes on the last monday of April next.— 


From the sales must be excepted the tracts set aside for 
satisfying private claims, the college township as located by my 
letter of yesterday to the Register, the section No 16, in each 
township, & all the sections including salt springs as may have 
been discovered. i 


I am &ca 
Exd 


The charter of the University, in specifying the size of the faculty 
and the subjects to be taught, strikes the present day reader as rather 
unique. We are not to assume that a coeducational college was contem- 
plated. We may be sure that the “institution for the education of 
females,” which the trustees were directed to establish, would be quite 
distinct from the male portion of the school. 

The use of lotteries as a source of funds for educational institutions 
was not at all uncommon in the early nineteenth century. 


Laws of Indiana Territory, 
1801-1809, pp. 178-184 
AN ACT to Incorporate an University in the Indiana Territory. 


WHEREAS the independence, happiness and energy of every 
republic depends (under the influence of the destinies of Heaven) 
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upon the wisdom, virtue, talents and energy, of its citizens and 
rulers. 

And whereas, science, literature, and the liberal arts, contrib- 
ute in an eminent degree, to improve those qualities and acquire- 
ments. 

And whereas, learning hath ever been found the ablest advocate 
of genuine liberty, the best supporter of rational religion, and the 
source of the only solid and imperishable glory, which nations can 
acquire. 

And forasmuch, as literature, and philosophy, furnish the 
most useful and pleasing occupations, improveing and varying the 
enjoyments of prosperity, affording relief under the pressure of 
misfortune, and hope and consolation in the hour of death. And 
considering that in a commonwealth, where the humblest citizen 
may be elected to the highest public office, and where the Heaven 
born prerogative of the right to elect, and to reject, is retained, and 
secured to the citizens, the knowledge which is requisite for a mag- 
istrate and elector, should be widely diffused. 

§ 1st. Be it therefore enacted by the Legislative Council and 
House of Representatives, that an University be, and is hereby 
instituted and incorporated within this Territory, to be called and 
known by the name, or style of the Vincennes University,” That 
William Henry Harrison, John Gibson, Thomas T. Davis, Henry 
Vander Burgh, Waller Taylor; Benjamin Parke, Peter Jones, 
James Johnson, John Badolett, John Rice Jones, George Wallace, 
William Bullitt, Elias M’Namee, Henry Hurst, Genl. W. John=ton, 
Francis Vigo, Jacob Kuykendoll, Samuel M’Kee, Nathaniel Ewing, 
George Leach, Luke Decker, Samuel Gwathmey, and John Johnson 
are hereby declared to be Trustees of the said University; that the 
said Trustees, and their successors, be, and they are hereby created 
a body corporate and politic by the name of the “Board of Trus- 
tees for the Vincennes University,” and are hereby ordained, con- 
stituted and declared to be forever hereafter, a body politic and 
corporate, in fact and in name, and by that name, they, and their 
succes°ors, shall and may have continual succession, and shall be 
persons in law capable of suing, and being sued, pleading and being 
impleaded, answering, and being answered unto, defending and 
being defended, in all courts and places whatsoever, in all manner of 
actions, suits, complaints, matters and causes whatsoever, and that 
they, and their successors, may have a common seal, and make, and 
alter the same at their pleasure, and also that they, and their 
successors, by the same name and style, shall be in law capable of 
purchasing, holding, leasing and conveying, any estate real or 
personal, for the use of the said corporation, except as is herein 
after mentioned, so that the said Trustees, shall not at any one 
time, hold or possess, more than one hundred thousand acres of 
land. 

§ 2nd. And whereas, Congress has appropriated a township 
of land of twenty three thousand and forty acre;, for the use and 
support of the University, or a public school in the district of Vin- 
cennes, and whereas, the township is now located, and the bound- 
aries designated. Be it therefore enacted, that the Trustees in 
their corporate capacity, or a majority of them, be, and they are 
hereby authorised to sell, transfer, convey and dispose of any 
quantity, not exceeding four thousand acres of the said land, for 
the purpose of putting into immediate operation the said institu- 
tion, or University, and to lease, or rent the remaining part of the 
said township, to the best advantage, for the use of the said public 
school, or University. 

§ 3rd. (Provides for filling vacancies on board of trustees 
and reducing it gradually to 15 members.) 
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§$ 4th. (Gives trustees power to make bye laws and appoint 
officers to govern University.) 

§$5th. (Trustees to elect a president of the board from their 
own numbers.) 

§ 6th. And be it further enacted, That the said trustees shall 
as speedily as may be, establish and erect an University within the 
the limits of the Borough of Vincennes, and shall appoint to pre- 
side over and govern the said University, a President and not 
exceeding four professors for the instruction of youth in the Latin, 
Greek, French and English languages, Mathematics, Natural 
Philosophy, Ancient and Modern History, Moral Philosophy, Logic, 
Rhetoric and the Law of Nature and Nations; that it shall be the 
duty of the said president and professors to instruct and give lec- 
tures to the students of the said university, according to such plan 
of education as the said trustees may approve and direct in the 
branches of learning above mentioned; that the said president and 
professors or a majority of them, shall be called and styled the 
faculty of the university, which faculty shall have the power of 
enforcing the rules and regulations adopted by the said trustees for 
the government, and discipline of the said university, and for 
granting and confirming by and with the consent of the said trus- 
tees such degrees in the liberal arts and sciences to such students 
of the said university who by their proficiency in learning the said 
professors shall think entitled to them, as are usually granted and 
conferred in other universities in the United States, and to grant 
to such graduates deplomas under the common seal of the said 
university to authenticate and perpetuate the memory of such 
graduations, and that the said president and professors shall hold 
their offices during the pleasure of the trustees, and that the Pres- 
ident of the university, ex-officio for the time being, shall be con- 
sidered as one of the trustees of said university. 

§ 7th. Be it further enacted that it shall be the duty of the 
said Trustees and they are hereby authorised and required as soon 
as may be, to erect, purchase or hire as they may deem most ex- 
pedient for carrying the said institution into effect, suitable build- 
ings for the said university, to make ordinances for the govern- 
ment and discipline thereof, to establish plans of education there- 
for, which plans shall embrace each and every of the languages, 
sciences and branches of learning herein mentioned or directed 
to be taught in the said university, to regulate the admission of 
students and pupils into the same, to elect and appoint persons 
of suitable learning and talents to be president and professors of 
the said university, to agree with them for their salaries and 
emoluments, to visit and inspect the said university and examine 
into the state of education and discipline therein and make a 
yearly report thereof to the Legislature, and generally to do all 
lawful matters and things whatsoever necessary for the maintain- 
ing and supporting the institution aforesaid, and for the more ex- 
tensive communication of useful knowledge. 

§$ 8th. Be it further enacted, that as soon as may be after the 
establishment of the said university, the said Trustees shall es- 
tablish a Library in and for the use of the students, professors and 
other members of the said institution, to consist of such books and 
experimental apparatus as they may deem proper for said institu- 
tion, to be provided in such manner and by such ways and means 
as they or a majority of them shall by ordinance direct, and by 
ordinance to regulate the terms upon which books etc. may be 
taken out of said Library and returned to the same. 

§ 9th. Be it enacted, that the said Trustees shall from time 
to time elect and appoint a professor of Divinity, of Law and of 
Physic, whenever they may deem it necessary for the good of the 
institution, or when the progressed state of education in the said 
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university may require it, to agree with them for their salaries, 
to point out the duties of said professors, the said professors shall 
be considered as members of the faculty of said University to hold 
their appointments during the pleasure of the board of Trustees. 

§ 10th. Be it enacted, that no particular tenets of religion 
shall be taught in said university by the president and professors 
mentioned in the sixth section of this act. 

§$ 11th. And whereas the establishment of an institution of 
this kind in the neighborhood of the aborigines of the country, may 
tend to the gradual civilization of the rising generation, and if 
properly conducted be of essential service to themselves, and con- 
tribute greatly to the cause of humanity and brotherly love which 
all men ought to bear to each other of whatever colour, and tend 
also to preserve that friendship and harmony which ought to 
exist between the government and the Indians. 

Be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enjoined on the said 
Trustees to use their utmost endeavours to induce the said abori- 
gines to send their children to the said university for education, 
who when sent, shall be maintained, clothed and educated at the 
expense of the said institution; and be it further enacted, That the 
students, whenever the funds of the institution shall in the opin- 
ion, of the Trustees permit it, be educated gratis at the said univer- 
sity in all and any of the branches of education which they may 
require. 

§$ 12th, And be it further enacted, That the professors during 
their professorship, and the students while at college shall be 
exempt from militia duty. 

$ 13th. Be it enacted, That the said Trustees as soon as in 
their opinion the funds of the said institution will admit are 
hereby required to establish an institution for the education of 
females, and to make such bye laws and ordinances for the said 
institution and the government thereof, as they may think proper. 

$14th. Be it further enacted, That the said Trustees shall 
have the power to establish a Grammar school connected with, and 
dependant upon the said university, for the purpose of teaching 
the rudiments of the languages, and that they may employ a mas- 
ter and ushers specially for this purpose, or employ the professor 
of languages to superintend the same, as the one or the other may 
be found most convenient and oeconomical. 

§ 15th. And be it further enacted, That for the support of the 
aforesaid institution, and for the purpose of procuring a library 
and the necessary philosophical and experimental apparatus agree- 
ably to the eighth section of this bill; there shall be raised a sum 
not exceeding twenty thousand dollars, by a Lottery to be carried 
into operation as speedily as may be after the passage of this act; 
and that the Trustees of the said university shall appoint five dis- 
creet persons, either of their own body, or other persons, to be 
managers @f the said lotteries, each of whom shall give security, 
to be approved of by the said Trustees, in such sum as they shall 
direct, conditioned for the faithful discharge of the duty required 
of said managers: and the said managers shall have power to adopt 
such schemes as they may deem proper, to sell the said tickets, and 
to superintend the drawing of the same, and the payment of the 
prizes; and that as often as the said managers shall receive one 
thousand dollars, they shall deposit the same in the hands of the 
Treasurer of the said board of Trustees; and the said managers 
and Trustees shall render an account of their proceedings therein 
at the next session of the legislature after the drawing of said 
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lottery.—This act to take effect from and after the first day of 
January next. 


JESSE B. THOMAS, Speaker 
of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 
P. MENARD. President pro 
tem. of the Legislative 
Council. 
Approved—November 29th, 1806 
William Henry Harrison. 
There must have been some dissatisfaction over the fact that the 
law was not to take effect immediately. Another act passed the same 
day sought to remedy this defect. Why the change was made by a 
supplemental act, rather than by amendment, is not apparent. The 1806 
session is one of those for which the journal has not been preserved 
and we have only the enactments. 


Laws of Indiana Territory, 
1801-1809, p. 184 
AN ACT supplemental to an act to Incorporate an University 
in the Indiana Territory. 


Be it enacted by the Legislative Council and House of Repre- 
sentatives, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, 
That the act to incorporate an University in the Indiana Territory, 
shall take effect from and after the passage of the same, and that 
a special meeting of the Trustees of the said University shall be 
held on the first Saturday in December next, for the election of 
officers, and to commence their operations to carry the said law 
into effect, anything in the said law to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

JESSE B. THOMAS, Speaker of 
the House of Representatives. 

P. MENARD, President pro tem 
of the Legislative Council. 

Approved—November 29th, 1806. 

William Henry Harrison. 


In deciding to dispose of a portion of the lands reserved for the 
University, the trustees were acting within their powers as fixed by the 
charter. As we shall see later, the territorial legislature may have ex- 
ceeded its authority when it attempted to grant the right to sell land. 


Territorial Papers, VII, pp. 404-405 


Resolution of Trustees of Vincennes University ; 
In the Board of Trustees For the Vincennes 
University—Monday December 15th 1806— 
Present the following members— 
William Henry Harrison, President 


John Gibson senr Waller Taylor 
Francois Vigo [blank] Johnson 
James Johnson Elias McNamee | 
George Wallace Junr John R. Jones 
George Leech William Bullet Junr 

John Badollet Peter Jones 
Luke Decker Genl. W. Johnston | 


Henry Vanderburg 


DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATION IN INDIANA 55 


On motion, 

The following Resolution was unanimously agreed to by the 
Board, to wit, Resolved that for the purpose of carrying into effect 
the establishing of the Grammar School, that the Board will, as 
soon as possible after the report of the Committee, which are 
directed to ascertain the situation and value, of the Township 
granted by Congress, and to propose a plan for disposing of the 
same, proceed to sell such portion of the four Thousand acres 
under Their control, as will be sufficient for the said purpose; And 
that the Members of the Board who pass this Resolution, will in- 
dividually pledge themselves for the perfection of the Title to 
the purchasers.— 

A True Copy Test 

Jno Johnson 
Clerk to the Board of Trustees 


In 1807 the laws of the territory were revised and the revision was 
adopted and approved September 17. The charter of the University, 
along with several other laws, was re-enacted in this revision, but no 
additional sources of revenue were provided. Any college administrator 
can readily appreciate the situation that would give rise to the following 
petition. 


Territorial Papers, 
VII, p. 492 


Petition to Congress by Trustees of Vincennes 
University 
[Referred November 20, 1807] 
To the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress 
assem bled— 

Your petitioners Humbly pray and Shew, that the Legislature 
of the Indiana Territory, in the year Eighteen hundred and six, 
passed an act in corporating an University in the district of Vin- 
cennes, styled the Vincennes University, and in the same act your 
petitioners were authorized, to dispose of a small part of the Town- 
ship of Land, appropriated by an act of Congress, (for the ure and 
support of a publick school in the said district), for the purpose of 
erecting the necessary buildings for said institution, and your 
petitioners being convinced that an enlightened and virtuous peo- 
ple, is the only depository of publick liberty and wishing to carry 
the said institution into immediate effect, but not being in pos- 
session of any funds, which will at this time yeild an annual in- 
come, whereby your petitioners would be enabled to established the 
said institution, in a liberal plan, so as to be reached by all classes 
of citizens, without encroaching upon the capital of said institu- 
tion, which your petitioners conceive was only placed in their 
hands to make use of the profits thereof; and the said Township 
of land being situate in a new Country and unimproved, where 
land is cheap, and therefore will not lease to advantage, and 
being the only capital which they possess; it will of course yield 
no annual profit, probably for fifteen or twenty years during 
which time the citizens of the Territory, will be subject to the 
inroads of ignorance superstition and faction, which are inevitable 
consequences, of the want of the benign influence of Education and 
the liberal sciences—Your Petitioners seeing that our excellent 
government (which was purchased at the expence of the lives 
of thousands of brave men) is liable to be assailed by the various 
arts of cunning and intrigue, of designing, ambitious and desper- 
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ate Individuals, and also subject to the attacks of silly and often 
deadly arts of foreign Politicks, your petitioners therefore being 
convinced, that the only safeguard and secure shield, against the 
dark Cunning of individuals and of foreign governments, is the 
blaze of science which will reach the mind of the plowboy, as well 
as the most wealthy citizen; and wishing to secure to the citizen 
domestick happiness, and stamp the principles of our government 
upon their plastic minds; but not having the means to apply the 
remedy with a strong and steady hand, we therefore pray that you 
may pass a law, laying a small tax on salt made at publick works 
in this Territory, and also lay a tax on Indian traders, for the 
use of the said institution, until the other institutions to which 
Congress hath granted donations of land in this Territory are or- 
ganized; then to give said institutions a proportion of said tax, 
and as in duty bound your petitioners will ever pray 
By order of the Board of the Board of Trustees of the Uni- 

versity of Vincennes— 

Jno. Gibson presdt pro Temp.— 

Jonathan Jennings Clk B,d Trusts 


[Endorsed] Petition of the Board of Trustees of the University 
of Vincennes in the territory of Indiana. 20th Novemr 1807. 
referred to the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures. 17th 
Decmr 1807. report made, agreed to, and prayer of the petition 
rejected. 


The petition referred to in the journal entries does not itself appear 
in the journal. But its nature is rather easily deduced. 


Journal, House of Representatives, 
Sept. 30, 1808, p. 33 
Mr. Johnston from the committee of Revisal and unfinished buis- 
ness made the following Report 


That they find the following buisness to have remained un- 
finished the last session 


2nd The Petition of John Gibson President Protem of the 
Board of Trusties of the Vincennes University ordered likewise to 
lie on the Table 


On motion 

Resolved that the Petition of John Gibson President Protem 
of the Board of Trustees of the Vincennes University be refered 
to a select committee and report there on by Bill or otherwise and 
that Messrs. Johnston & Jones be that committee 


Oct. 4, 1808, p. 40 
Mr. Johnston from the committee appointed on the Report of 
the Committee of revisal and unfinished buisness, made the fol- 
lowing report 
That it is inexpedient at this time for the Legislature to 
autherise the Sale of any further quanty of land other than that 
already authorised by Law to be disposed of, of the Town Ship 
Set apart by Congress for the use of the Semminary in the dis- 
trict of Vincennes—Concurred in— 


Whether the following provision is to be interpreted as invalidating 
the exemption from military duty conferred by the charter of the Uni- 
versity is not clear. 
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Laws of Indiana Territory, 
1809-1816, p. 183 


AN ACT supplemental to an act entitled “An act establishing 
and regulating the Militia.” 


$18. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act, or 
that to which the present is a supplement, shall be so construed 
or extended to exculpate students from performing militia duty. 


Approved—December 19, 1810. 


The secretary of the treasury in 1811 was Albert Gallatin. Jonathan 
Jennings was delegate to Congress for Indiana Territory. 


Territorial Papers, VIII, p. 118 


The Secretary of the Treasury to John Badollet 
Treasury Department, 18th April 1811. 
JOHN BADOLLET Esqr Register of the Land Office, Vincennes 

SIR, I understood last winter from Mr. Jennings, that certain 
trustees appointed under an Act of the Legislature of the Indiana 
Territory, had sold some portions of the township reserved in that 
Territory for a seminary of learning. As I was at the same time 
told that you were one of the trustees, I think it my duty to put 
you on your guard on that subject. It appears evident to me that 
all those sales are unauthorized & void ab initio. The township 
has never been granted or vested in trust by Congress to the 
Legislature of the Territory or any other persons. It has simply 
been excepted from the public sales and its use designated: but 
the title remains altogether with the United States. They are, it 
I may use the expression the sole trustees. When it has been 
the intention of Congress to vest such reserved lands in a legis- 
lature or in a body already incorporated, it has been done in 
express terms. Thus by act of 3d March 1803, several tracts of 
land appropriated for schools in the State of Ohio, are vested in 
the legislature of that state for the use aforesaid: By 4th section 
of the same Act, a complete township &c. is vested in the Legisla- 
ture of the state of Ohio for the purpose of establishing an Aca‘- 
emy: And by another Act of same date, thirty six sections in the 
Mississippi Territory are to be located in one hodv by tbe Secre- 
tary of the Treasury for the use of Jefferson Coclege. 

Permit me also to observe that the intention of Congress ap- 
pears to be defeated by these premature sales, which for the sake 
of some temporary and immediate advantage, sacrifice the fund 
itself, the rents of which were intended to provide permanently 
for the education of future generations. 

I have the honor &c. 


In the legislative session of 1811 three efforts were made to author- 
ize the trustees of Vincennes University to dispose of land for various 
purposes. What happened in two of these is evident from the record. 
The fate of the third is obscure, but it probably failed in the upper 
house, whose journal is missing for this year. 


Journal, House of Representatives, 

Dec. 6, 1811, pp. 119-121 

Mr. Jones moved for leave to bring in a bill to authorise the 
board of Trusties of the Vincennes Uneversity to sell to Burket 
Hughs a quarter secticn of land Whereupon leave was given— 
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Thereupon he entroduced a Bill authorising the board of Trusties 
of the Vincennes University to sell to Burket Hughs a quarter 
section of land, which being read a first time 

On motion 
Resolved that the said bill be read a second time it being read 

On motion 
Resolved that the said bill be engrossed and read a third time 
now It being engrossed & read 

On motion Resolved that the said bill do pass and that the 
title be an act authorising the board of Trusties of the Vincennes 
University to sell to Burket Hughs a quarter section of Land 
Ordered that the clerk do carry the said bill to the Legislative 
Council and desire their concurance thereto 


Dec. 9, 1811, pp. 131-132 


A message from the Legislative Council by Mr. Sullivan their 
Clerk Mr. Speaker I am directed by the Council to inform this 
house that the Legislative Council have rejected the bill from this 
house authorising the board of Trusties of the Vincennes Uni- 
versity to sell to Burket Hughs a quarter section of the simenary 
land. 


pp. 146-147 
Mr Jones presented a petition from Edward Wells & others 
praying that the legislature would direct the board of Trusties of 
the Vincennes University to sell a quarter section of land therein 
mentioned for the purpose of building a mill thereon It being 
read 
On motion ordered that the said petition do lie on the Table 
Dec. 11, 1811, pp. 154-155 
Mr. Caldwell moved for leave to bring in a bill authorising the 
board of trusties of the Vincennes University to lay off a Town 
on the semenary land Whereupon leave was given Thereupon he 
entroduced a bill autherising the board of Trusties of the Vin- 
cennes University to lay off a town on the seminary land and for 
other purposes It being read the first time 
On motion ordered that the said Bill be read a second time 
now it being read 
On motion ordered that the said bill be committed to a com- 


mittee of the whole house and made the order of the day for to 
day 


Dec. 11, 1811, pp. 161-163 


The house according to the order of the day Resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole house on the Bill authorising the boar‘ 
of trusties of the Vincennes University to lay off a Town on the 
seminary land and for other purposes and after sometime spent 
therein Mr Speaker resumed the chair & Mr Dill reported that 
the committee of the whole according to order had the said bill 
under consideration and have made several amendments thereto 
to which they desire the concurance of the house 

On the questions being put will the house concur in the 
Report of the committee of the whole on the said Bill The avs 
and noes being called for by a member present. It was Resolved 

| 

in the affermative ays 5 / nois 2 

Those who woted in the affermative were Messrs. Caldwell— 
Dill McFarland, Rue, & Templeton and those who voted in the 
negative were Messrs Johnston—& Jones 
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On motion that the said Bill do pass and that the title be an 
act authorising the board of Trusties of the Vincennes Univer- 
sity to lay off a Town on the seminary land and for other pur- 
poses. 

On the questions being put shall this bill pass 

The ays & noes being called for by a member present It was 
Resolved in the affirmative ays 5 noes—2 

Those who voted in the affermative were Messrs. Caldwell 
Dill McFarland Rue & Templeton and those who voted in the 
negative were Messr Johnston & Jones 
Ordered that the clerk do carry the said bill to the legislative 
Council and desire their concurance thereto 


For the following memorial we have to depend upon the journal of 
the House of Representatives, which for this session carried no page 
numbers. 


Journal, House of Representatives, 
Feb. 8, 1813 


On Motion of Mr. Evans 

Ordered that a committee be appointed to draft a memorial 
to Congress praying that the sales made of seminary lands in 
the Indiana Territory by trustees appointed under a law of the 
Territory be confirmed by a special act of congress and that the 
power of disposing of said seminary lands be vested in the Legis- 
lature of this Territory comittee Evans McFarland and Penn- 
ington 


~Feb. 16, 1813 


Mr Evans to whom was refered the drafting of a memorial 
to congress on the subject of seminary lands presented a memo- 
rial which was read and on motiGn concurred in with some 
amendments and ordered that the clerk inform the Legislative 
Council thereof 


Feb. 16, 1813 


A message from the legislative council by Mr Sullivan their 
clerk 

Mr Speaker the L. C. have concurred in the memorial to 
congress of this house praying a special act confirming the sales 
of seminary lands. 


Feb. 19, 1813 
On Motion Ordered that the clerk be directed to transcribe the 
memorial to congress praying a special act confirming the pur- 
chases of seminary lands and that one copy thereof be sent to 
our delegate in congress one to the president of the Senate and 
one to the Speaker of the house of representatives 


Feb. 22, 1813 


Mr Noble from the committee of enrolled bills reported that 
the committee had examined. 
also a memorial to congress praying a special act confirming the 
sales of seminary lands and have found them duly enrolled 
whereupon the Speaker signed the same and the clerk informed 
the L. C. thereof 
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A message from the L. C. by Mr Sullivan their clerk 

Mr Speaker, The president of the L. C. has signed... a 
triplicate memorial to congress praying a Special act to be 
passed confirming the purchases of seminary lands 


Laws of Indiana Territory, 1809-1816, 
pp. 792-793 


Memorial: Confirmation of Land Titles, 1815 
| Presented 13 Congress, 1 sess. May 31, 1815 





To 
The Honble 
The Senate & House of Representatives of the United 
States in Congress Assembled 
The Memorial of the Legislature of the 
Indiana Territory- 
Respectfully Sheweth 


That by virtue of an Act of the Legislature of this Territory, 
Approved September 17th 1807, entitled “An Act to incorporate an 
University in the Indiana Territory’—certain Tracts or parcels 
of Land have been sold by Trustees appointed under said Act, in 
the Seminary Township No. 2, Range 11, to purchasers who were 
generally poor men, depending on the improvement & cultivation 
of said Tracts of Land so purchased, for the support of their 
families. It being latterly suggested, that the Legislature of this 
Territory, had not the right of disposing of said Land by sale, 
consequently that such sales are not valid, and that said pur- 
chasers are not secured in the Title of said Land, as made to 
them by said Trustees. Your Memorialists therefore pray, That 
your Honorable body will duly consider the unpleasant situation 
of the said purchasers, and confirm, by a special Act of Congress, 
the Titles made by said Trustees to said purchasers. 

James Scott 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
Jas. Beggs 


President of the Legislative Council 


In 1815, the right of the board of trustees to sell parts of the college 
township had still not been definitely determined. Some progress was 
made, however, as a result of the following effort. 

The suggestion that the University might be willing to share its 
funds with another institution is interesting. 


Territorial Papers, VIII, pp. 357-360 


Memorial to Congress by Trustees of Vincennes University 
{Referred December 11, 1815] 
To the Honorable, the Senate & House of Representatives of the 
United States. in Congress assembled, The Memorial of the Board 
of Trustees for the Vincennes University, Respectfully Sheweth, 
That by an Act of Congress of March 1804, making provision 
for the disposal of the public lands in the Indiana Territory, an 
entire Township was reserved in the District of Vincennes, in the 
said Territory to be located by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
for the use of a Seminary of learning—That the Secretary of 
the Treasury selected for that purpose, Township No 2 South 
Range No 11 West, distant from the Borough of Vincennes about 
twenty miles—That in November 1806, the Legislature of the 
Indiana Territory passed a law, “to incorporate an University 
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in the Indiana Territory” and appointed certain persons Trus- 
tees, who were required to establish and erect an University 
within the limits of the Borough of Vincennes, and to procure 
the necessary buildings, and put into operation the Institution; 
the Trustees were authorised to dispose of any quantity, not ex- 
ceeding four thousand acres, of the said land—That that quantity 
of land, at from two, to three dollars per acre, was accordingly 
sold; and (with the exception of a small sum appropriated for 
printing tickets &c for a Lottery that was attempted to procure 
funds for the purchase of a Library &c for the Institution and a 
small allowance to the Clerk and Treasurer of the Board of 
Trustees for their services as such) the proceeds of the sales 
have been expended in the purchase of a convenient lot, and the 
erection of a house in the said Borough, forty four by sixty four 
feet, three stories, (including the basement) high; and besides 
convenient passages, to contain fifteen apartments—Plastering, 
and a small portion of the carpenter’s work are yet to be done, to 
complete the building—. 

Your memorialists would further represent that agreeably to 
the 14th section of the act of incorporation, a Grammar school 
has been established for the purpose of teaching the rudiments 
of the languages, Geography and the Mathematics. The incon- 
venience and danger however to which the Wabash settlements 
were exposed, during the late Indian War, prevented the school 
from succeeding as well as could have been wished—But with the 
return of peace, the country is rapidly improving, and there is 
now a fair and rational prospect that the Institution will soon 
become of great practical utility.— 

The Act incorporating the Vincennes University, and the 
resolution of the Board of Trustees for disposing of four thousand 
acres of the Seminary land, are annexed.— 

Your memorialists would further represent, that it is under- 
stood, doubts have been suggested respecting the validity of the 
law authorising the sale, and of the conduct of the Board of 
Trustees in disposing of a part of the Seminary land. As deaths 
and resignations have occasioned an almost entire change in the 
members of the Board of Trustees, Your Memorialists would not 
alvocate or censure the conduct of their predecessors; neither do 
they think it necessary to investigate the propriety of the law of 
the Legislature—Your Memorialists would submit the subject to 
the wisdom of Congress; and should it be considered by your 
Honorable Body, that the sale of the land was unauthorised, they 
would respectfully solicit the passage of a law, confirming the 
title to the purchasers under the authority of the Board of Trus- 
tees— 

Your Memorialists would further respectfully submit to the 
wisdom of Congress, the propriety of selling all the lands granted 
for the use of a Seminary of learning in the Distrtict of Vin- 
cennes, and vesting the amount in United States Stock, or in the 
stock of one or more respectable Banks of the States. It is be- 
lieved that the lands would average five dollars per Acre, and this 
arrangement woull afford a more rapid accumulation of the 
Seminary funds, than would be produced from the encreasing 
value of the lands by the settlement and improvement of the 
Country—A part of the interest annually accruing, being appro- 
priated for the use of the Institution, would enable those en- 
trusted with its management, to render it respectable & exten- 
sively beneficial: and which cannot be done for many years by 
the profits derived from leasing the land—Under the authority 
of the Act of Incorporation, the Board attempted to dispose of the 
land upon leases of seven years, on condition of building a small 
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House, and clearing twenty acres of land; Emigrants however 
prefer a purchase at one of the Land Offices, or an unauthorised 
settlement on the public lands, and but three leases have been 
executed. Should this proposition be acceded to, and your memo- 
rialists might further presume on the indulgence of your Honor- 
able Body, they would respectfully suggest, that selling the Semi- 
nary lands in the same manner (except that the minimum price 
ought to be fixed at five dollars) in which the public lands of the 
United States are sold; and entrusting the whole under such 
regulations as Congress might please to prescribe, to the man- 
agement of the Secretary of the Treasury, or to some other 
officer of the General Government, might probably be the most 
eligible mode—The land reserved would afford such an ample 
fund, that Congress might possibly deem it expedient to appro- 
priate a part to the support of a Seminary of learning in another 
part of the Territory—lIt is believed that under the arrangement 
proposed it might be done without prejudice to the Institution 
already established—And in submitting these subjects to the 
consideration of Congress, your Memorialists have no other view 
but to the public good—No other wish but the promotion of learn- 
ing in their country.— 
And your Memorialists as in duty bound, will ever pray &c— 
By order of the Board of Trustees— 
B. PARKE, President 
Jno Johnson Clerk to the Board 


p. 388 


Report of House Committee on Memorial of 
Trustees of Vincennes University 
[February 15, 1816] 

The Committee on the Publick Lands to whom were referred 
the memorial of the Board of Trustees for the Vincennes Univer- 
sity— 

Report, 

That by an act of Congress approved March [blank] 1804, 
one entire Township of land, in the Territory of Indiana was 
reserved, and located by the Secretary of the Treasury for the 
use of a seminary of learning. That the Legislature of the said 
Territory in November 1806, incorporated the said Board of 
Trustees, and in the act of incorporation, authorised the Board, 
to sell any quantity of the said Township of land, not exceeding 
four thousand acres, for the purpose of establishing a seminary 
of learning, which was accordingly done, and titles were made by 
the Said Board, to the individual purchasers respectively. Doubts 
however having arisen, in relation to the validity of the titles, 
executed by the said Board, the memorialists pray that they may 
be confirmed, and likewise, that the Board may be authorised by 
Congress to dispose of the residue of the said Township of Land, 
to carry into effect the object intended by the reservation. 

The Committee are of opinion that it would be inexpedient 
to grant the latter part of the prayer of the memorialists, but that 
the purchasers of such lands, as the Legislature of said Territory 
authorised to be sold, ought in justice to be confirmed in their 
titles they therefore report a Bill for that purpose.— 


Jeffersonville College 


What made the legislators think that a second “college” was needed 


in the territory as early as 1808 is not disclosed by the record. 


It may 


have been the distance from Jeffersonville to Vincennes in the days of 
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primitive travel. It might also have been the local rivalry that even- 
tually moved the seat of government from Vincennes to Corydon, in the 
Jeffersonville area. 

All of this happened on the last two days of the session. The resolu- 
tion does not appear among the published acts of this session. 


Journal, House of Representatives, 
Oct. 25, 1808, p. 148 


On Motion 

of Mr. Jones the House came to the following 
Resolution 

Resolved by the Legislative Council and House of Represen- 
tatives that our Delegate to Congress be and he is hereby in- 
structed to use his endeavours to procure an act of Congress 
Granting a College Township to the District of Jeffersonville 
including the counties of Clark and Dearborne 


Oct. 26, 1808, pp. 153-154 


Mr. Jones introduced the following Resolution which was 
agreed to by the House Resolved that a copy of the Resolution 
entered into yesterday concerning the sections of land in 
be made out signed by the Speaker and attested by the clerk and 
transmitted to our Delegate by the ensuing mail 


Oct. 26, 1808, p. 159 


Mr. Jones from the committee of enrolled Bills reported that 
they have examined the engrossed with the enrolled Resolution 
Respecting a Colledge Town Ship in the District of Jefferson- 
ville and find the same Truly enrolled whereupon Mr. Speaker 
signed the said enrolled Resolution 

Ordered that the clerk do inform the Legislative Council 
thereof 


Journal, Legislative Council, 
Oct. 26, 1808; Western Sun, Feb. 18, 1809 


A message from the house of representatives by Mr. Jones, 
their clerk. 

Mr. President, I am directed to inform this house that the 
house of representatives have passed a resolution praying for a 
college township in the counties of Dearborn and Clark, to which 
they desire the concurence of the council, and then he withdrew. 

The resolution praying for a college township for the counties 
of Dearborn and Clark was read and concurred in—ordered that 
the clerk inform the house of representatives thereof. 


Mr. Bond from the committee for enrolled bills reported, that 
they had compared the enrolled with the engressed resolution 
respecting a college township for the counties of Dearborn and 
Clark, and find it duly enrolled. 

A message from the house of representatives by Mr. Jones, 
their clerk. 

Mr. President, the speaker of the house of representatives 
having signed the resolution praying for a college township for 
the counties of Dearborn and Clark, I am directed to lay it before 
the council for the signature of the president, and then he with- 
drew. The president signed the above resolution. 
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Corydon Seminary 


When the movement to secure a college township for Clark and 
Dearborn counties came to nought, the good people of Corydon may 
have realized that they would have to depend upon themselves if their 
community was to have a seminary of learning. Some years later they 
came to the legislature with their problem. The bill to incorporate the 
Corydon Seminary originated in the Legislative Council, but again we do 
not have the journal of that house for the session of 1814. 

This is the first private seminary to be incorporated in Indiana. 
The mode of election of trustees seems to provide a measure of public 
supervision over the institution. 


Journal, House of Representatives, 
Sept. 5, 1814 


A message from the L. C. by Mr. Sullivan their Secretary, 
Mr. Speaker The L. C. have passed a bill incorporating Trustees 
of a seminary at Corydon .. . in which they desire the con- 
currence of this House. 


Sept. 5, 1814 


The bill from the L. C. incorporating the Corydon Seminary 
was taken up & read the first, second & third times, & passed. 
Ordered that the Clerk inform the L. C. therewith. 


Sept. 9, 1814 


Mr. Noble from the committee of enrolled bills reported that 
the committee had examined the following Enrolled Bills; Viz: 

. a bill incorporating the Corydon seminary, & had found the 
same truly enrolled when, The Speaker signed the said bills 

Ordered that the Clerk carry the said bills to the L. C. for 
the signature of the President thereof. 


Laws of Indiana Territory, 1809-1816 
pp. 729-731 


AN ACT to incorporate the Corydon Seminary 


Whereas it has been represented to this Legislature that Sun- 
dry individuals in Corydon and its Vicinity have by subscription 
built a schoolhouse in the Town a foresaid and that the proprietor 
thereof is willing to make a donation of one half acre lot on which 
the school house is built to the institution provided persons are 
by law appointed who and their successors will be capable of 
holding the same for the purposes of encouraging learning and 
useful information 

Sect. 1. Therefore be it enacted by the Legislative Council 
and House of Representatives, and it is hereby enacted by the au- 
thority of the same, That Davis Floyd, George F. Pope & R. M. 
Heth shall be and they are hereby appointed Trustees of the Cory- 
don Seminary, and by the same name shall have perpetual succes- 
sion and they and their successors at all times hereafter by the 
name of the trustees of the Corydon Seminary shall be persons 
able and capable in law of suing and being sued pleading and 
being impleaded answering and being answered unto in any Court 
of Justice whatsoever of having and using a common Seal and of 
altering the same at pleasure and the trustees for the time being 
or their successors, shall in law be capable of receiving any dona- 
tion of land or other property whatsoever, to the use and benefit 
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of said institution; Provided they nor their successors shall not 
hold more than five thousand acres of Land. 

Sect. 2. and be it further enacted that the said Trustees for 
the time being shall continue in office until the first day uf May, 
which will be in the year 1815, that on the said first day of May 
1815, and annually thereafter there shall be an Election for Trus- 
tees to the said seminary of Corydon, and it shall be the duty 
of the trustees for the time being and their successors in office to 
advertise at the Court House door, twenty days before the said 
first day of May 1815, and twenty days previous to the first day of 
May annually thereafter, that an election will (on the said first 
day of May then next ensuing) be holden at the Court house in 
Corydon for three Trustees to serve one year and on the day of 
election the said trustees shall take to their assistance three 
Citizens of the Town to assist in said Election in order to prevent 
fraud or collusion and the said Trustees aforesaid and three citi- 
zens so chosen shall appoint a Clerk or poll keeper and they shall 
then proceed to take the vote by Ballot, and every person who is 
or shall become-a subscriber to the said institution shall be en- 
titled to one vote and no more and after the Ballots are taken, the 
poll keeper shall in presence of the trustees and three citizens as 
aforesaid Count the Ballots and the person having the greatest 
| number of votes shall be by the trustees and citizens declared to 
| be duly elected, for one year then next ensuing. 

Sect. 3. Be it further enacted, that the trustees for the time 
| being, and their successors in office shall appoint one of their body 

a chairman and such other person as they may think proper 
| Clerk to,the said Board of trustees and the said Clerk shall keep a 
book in which shall be registered all proceedings of the said board 
of trustees and the said Trustees for the time being shall have 
full power and authority to pass any rule regulation or bye law 
| for the well regulating of said seminary not inconsistant with the 
| laws of this Territory or of the united States, and shall have 
power to employ one or more teachers in said Seminary provided 
that no particular tenets of religion shall be taught in the afore- 
said Seminary 


Approved 9th September 1814 


Vevay Seminary 


The affair of the seminary of Vevay dragged through two sessions 
of the legislature. What prevented its consummation at the first session 
is not apparent. 





Journal, House of Representatives, 
Wednesday, Aug. 24, 1814 


Mr. Noble laid before the House the petion of Elisha Golay 
& others praying for the incorporation of a company for the es- 
tablishment of a seminary at Vevay, which was read & referred 
to a select committee consisting of Messrs Clarke, Pennington & 
Boone, with leave to report by bill or otherwise.— 


Saturday, Aug. 27, 1814 


Mr. Clarke from the committee to whom was referred the 
petition of Elisha Golay & others reported by bill; which was read 
the first and second times & committed to a committee of the 
whole house & made the order of the day for Wednesday next. 
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Saturday, Sept. 3, 1814 


The House, according to order, resolved itself into a commit- 
tee of the whole, on the bill incorporating the Trustees of the 
seminary of Vevay, and after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker 
resumed the chair and Mr. Boone reported, that the committee had, 
according to order, had the said bill under consideration and 
made some amendments to the same, which he handed in at the 
Clerk’s table, where they were again read and concurred in by 
the House—whereupon the said bill so amended, was ordered to 
be engrossed, and read a third time on Monday next.— 


Monday, Sept. 5, 1814 


The engrossed bill incorporating the seminary of Vevay was 
read the third time and passed— 
Ordered that the title be “An Act 


Ordered that the Clerk carry the said bill to the L. C. & desire 
their concurrence— 


Dec. 11, 1815 


Mr. Golay asked leave to bring in a bill to incorporate the trus- 
tees of the seminary of Vevay and, thereupon leave being granted 
Mr. Golay brought in a bill for that purpose which was read the 
first time, 

And oredered to be read the second time on wednesday next.— 


Dec. 18, 1815 


On Motion 

The House resolved itself into a committee of the whole on the 
hill to incorporate the trustees of the seminary of Vevay Mr. Beggs 
in the chair and after some time spent therein. Mr. Speaker re- 
sumed the chair and Mr. Beggs reported that the committee had 
according to order had the said bill under consideration had made 
some amendments to the same, had instructed him to report pro- 
gress and ask leave to sit again, leave granted 


The following item is the first mention of “the bill to incorporate 
the trustees of seminary of Vevay” after the committee of the whole 
had been granted leave to consider it further on December 18. Evidently 
the bill had been acted on in the meantime and sent to the Legislative 
Council. None of this appears in the journal. 


Journal, House of Representatives, 
Dec. 22, 1815 


On mo. ordered that the House concur in the amendments of 
the L. C. on the bill to incorporate the Trustees of the seminary 
of Vevay.— 


Dec. 23, 1815 


Mr. Harrison from the committee of Inrolled bills reported 
that the committee had compared the engrossed with the Inrolled 
bills in the following instances to wit . . . An act to incorporate 
the trustees of the Seminary of Vevay . . . and had found said 
Bill duly Inrolled—The Speaker signed the same and the clerk 
informed the L. C. thereof 
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Dec. 28, 1815 


A message from the Governor by his private secretary Davis Floyd 
Mr. Speaker 

The Governor as I am instructed to inform this House did 
approve and sign on the 27th. instant . . .. An act to incorporate 
the trustees of the Seminary of Vevay. 


According to the journal, the bill to incorporate the trustees of 
Vevay Seminary was approved by the governor December 27. In the 
published act, the date appears as December 26, 1815. 

The features in this act, not found in the preceding act relating to 
the Corydon Seminary, seem to indicate a growth in policy in regard 
to such institutions. 


Laws of Indiana Territory, 1809-1816 
pp. 679-682 


AN ACT to incorporate the Trustees of the Seminary of Vevay. 
APPROVED December 26, 1815. 


1. Be it enacted by the Legislative Couneil and House of 
Representatives, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the 
same, That James Rouse, John Dumont, Philo Averil, Elisha Golay 
and Daniel Dufour, and their successors duly elected or appointed 
in manner herein after directed, be, and they are hereby made, 
declared and constituted, a body corporate & body politic, in law 
and in fact, to have continuance forever, by the name, style and 
title of “The Trustees of the Seminary of Vevay’, and by such 
corporate name, style, title, shall be hereafter forever able and 
capable in law and equity, to sue and be sued, plead and be im- 
pleaded, answer and be answered unto, defend and be defended in 
any court or courts or other place, and before any Judge or Judges, 
or other persons whatsoever within this Territory, or elsewhere, 
in all, and all manner of suits, actions, complaints, pleas, causes, 
matters and demands, of whatsoever kind or nature they may be, 
in as full and effectual a manner as any other persons, bodies 
politic or corporate may or can do. 

§2. Be it further enacted, That the said Trustees or a major- 
ity of them and their successors, shall have full power and author- 
ity in their corporate capacity to purchase, or receive by donation, 
any lands, tenements, hereditaments, monies, rents, goods and 
chattels, and to hold the same by the name aforesaid to them and 
their successors forever, and to hold or dispose of the same by 
sale or otherwise for the use of said Seminary: Provided. that 
the said corporation shall not hold more than ten thousand acres 
of Land at one time. Provided however, that the Legislature re- 
serve the privilege of making such alterations, as may hereafter 
be found necessary, to insure the proper applications of all monies 
held by said corporation. 

§3. Be it further enacted, That the said Trustees or a major- 
ity of the 2m, shall have full power and authority to make, have and 
use, a common Seal, the same to break, alter and renew at pleasure, 
to appoint a Teacher or Teachers of such branch or branches of 
learnings, as they may think proper to have taught in said Sem- 
inary; to appoint a chairman from their own body, to supply 
vacancies that may happen in their body between elections: also to 
appoint a Clerk, and such other officers as they may from time to 
time deem expedient, to assign their duty, fix their compensations, 
and remove him or them from office, and appoint others in their 
place, as often as they shall think fit, and to require such security 
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for the performance of their duties, and to impose such fines for 
neglect as they may think necessary. To make, ordain, establish 
and execute, such by-laws & ordinances as may be deemed useful 
for the government of said institution, and the same to alter, amend 
or abrogate at pleasure. Provided, that no rule, ordinance or by-law, 
be made repugnant to the laws of this Territory or of the United 
States. 


$4. Be it further enacted, That an election by ballot, for five 


Trustees of the Seminary of Vevay, shall be held on the first Satur- 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, and on the 
first Saturday of April annually thereafter, at such place in the 
town of Vevay, and under the superintendance of such persons as 
the Trustees may appoint, notice thereof having been given by 
advertisement posted up at two of the most public places of the 
town of Vevay, at least ten days previous to the election, or by 
advertisement in one or more public News-paper within this Ter- 
ritory, at least three weeks previous to said election, and every 
man of the age of twenty-one years or upwards, who has paid one 
dollar, or who shall hereafter pay five dollars for the benefit of 
said Seminary shall be allowed to vote, and no other at said elec- 
tion: Provided, that no one shall be allowed to vote by proxy; and 
Provided also, that no person shall be eligible as a Trustee, who 
does not reside in the town of Vevay or within four miles thereof, 
and who is not qualified to vote. 

§5. Be it further enacted, That if no election should be held 
as directed by the foregoing section, the Trustees then in power 
shall hold their place for one year longer, and until an election 
shall be held. 

6. Be it further enacted, That no particular tenets of religion 
shall be taught in said Seminary. 

§7. Be it further enacted, That this institution shall be sub- 
ject to such rules and regulations as may be hereafter established 
by law for other Seminaries of learning in this Territory, and 
shall moreover be open for the reception of Students from any 
parts. 

$8. Be it further enacted, That all the sales, grants, bargains, 
purchases or contracts hereafter made and contracted by the said 
trustees or any of them, by and with the consent of a majority 
of them in the name of “The Trustees of the Seminary of Vevay” 
shall be deemed lawful and valid in law and equity. 

This act shall take effect from and after its passage. 


A Second College Township 


The portions of the enabling act presented in Chapter II (p. 37) 
offered to Indiana an additional township for a seminary of learning 
on certain conditions. The condition was that the new state should 
exempt from taxation, for a period of five years, all federal lands 
sold after December 1, 1816. The constitutional convention was to 
locate this second township. The following items relate to this situation. 

Josiah Meigs was commissioner of the general land office in the 
federal government. Badollet and Ewing were register of lands and 
receiver of public monies, respectively, at Vincennes. Jennings was 
the Indiana delegate to Congress. 


This township became the original endowment of Indiana Univer- 
sity. 
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Territorial Papers, VIII, p. 437 


Josiah Meigs to John Badollet and 
Nathaniel Ewing 


Gen’l Land Office 15th July 1816. 

Sir’s The Secretary of the Treasury has transmitted to me 
your letter to the President of the U States dated 20th Ulto, a 
resolution of the convention of the Indiana Territory appointing 
a committee to designate a township for the use of a Seminary 
of Learning, & the letter of the said Committee to you, dated 
19th Ulto, designating township Eight north of the base line in 
range One west of the second principal meridian Line: the Secre- 
tary has directed me to inform you that the President of the 
U States has approved of the designation, you will therefore re- 
serve that township for the use of a seminary of learning. 

The fourth proposition offered to the Convention, by the act 
of 19th April 1816 mentions a township heretofore reserved for a 
seminary of Learning; I will thank you to inform me when and 
where that reservation was made. 

Iam &c 
John Badollet Esqr Nathl Ewing Vincennes 


p. 439 


Josiah Meigs to Jonathan Jennings 
General Land Office 31st July 1816 

Sir Your letter of the 13th ulto covering an ordinance of the 
convention of Indiana Territory exempting the Lands of the U 
States from taxation, has been received & the ordinance has been 
transmitted to the Secretary of State. 

The President of the U States has designated for the use of 
a Seminary of learning, the Township pointed out by a Commit- 
tee of the Convention to the Register & Receiver of Vincennes, 
vizt Township 8 north of the base line in Range One west of the 
principal merdian Line. 

Sincerely wishing prosperity to the new state I am &C 
Hon Jonathan Jennings Charleston Indiana Ty 
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Chapter IV 
Libraries and Literary Societies 





As representing phases of the cultural life of early Indiana, libraries 
and literary societies have been included in this study. For the period 
of the territory, their story is a brief one. Some years later, both of 
these institutions ‘became prominent features of the educational activi- 
ties of the youthful state. County libraries were established by law and 
received support from the proceeds of the sale of lots in the county seat. 
In the earlier years, they depended upon purely private enterprise. 


Libraries 


As we have no journal for the. legislative assembly of 1806, the 
first notice we have of the Vincennes Library in the public records is 
in the act by which it was incorporated. This charter, like that of 
Vincennes University, appears again among the revised statutes of 


September 17, 1807. 


Laws of Indiana Territory, 1801-1809, 
pp. 202-03 


AN ACT to Incorporate the Vincennes Library Company. 
] 1 1 ! 


Whereas it has been represented to the General Assembly, 
that sundry citizens of Vincennes and its neighborhood, have asso- 
ciated themselves together for the purpose of establishing a Cir- 
culating Library: and in order to establish the said institution 
more permanently, they pray that a suitable charter may be 
granted, organizing said institution. 

§ Ist. te it enacted by the Legislative Council and House 
of Representatives, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of 
ie same, That for the better ruling and governing the said 
institution, and the share holders in the said Library, there shall 
be appointed a President and seven Directors, said President and 
seven Directors shall be a body corporate, in deed, fact and name, 
by the name and style of the “President and Directors of the 
Vincennes Library”, and by the same name shall have perpetual 
succession, and they, and their successors at all times hereafter, 
by the name of the President and Directors of the Vincennes 
Library, shall be persons able and capable in law to sue, and be 
sued, implead and be impleaded, answer, and being answered unto, 
in any court of Justice whatever, and to make and use one common 
seal, and the same to alter and change at pleasure 

§ 2nd Be it further enacted, That the President and seven 
Directors shall be appointed annually, at a meeting of the share- 
holders in said Library. 

§ 3rd. se it further enacted, That the President and seven 
Directors or a majority of them shall have power from time to time, 
and at all times, hereafter, to meet and to make such bye laws, 
ordinances and regulations in writing, not inconsistent with the 
laws of the United States, or of this territory, as may be necessary 
for the government of the said institution; which bye laws shall be 
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in force until the next annual meeting, and afterwards, unless dis- 
agreed to at such meeting, for which purpose all the bye laws made 
by such President and directors, shall be laid before the succeed- 
ing meeting for their approbation or rejection. 

§ 4th. Be it further enacted, That there shall be,a general 
meeting of the share holders on the first Monday in February, 
vearly, when they shall take into consideration the general interest 
of the said institution, and elect a President and seven Directors, 
and all other necessary officers, and exact such security from the 
said officers as they may deem proper, and in case a general meet- 
ing shall not be had on the stated day, the officers then acting 
shall continue their functions until the next general meeting. 

$ 5th. Be it further enacted, That no determinate number of 
share holders shall be necessary to form a quorum to business. 


JESSE B. THOMAS, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, 

JOHN RICE JONES, President pro- 
tem. of the Legislative Council. 


Approved—December 3rd, 1806. 
William Henry Harrison. 


The journals for 1810 are also missing, but we can imagine that the 
following enactment came as a result of a request for aid by the friends 
of thé library. In. the December 15th issue of the Western Sun, less than 
a month after the privilege was granted, the library authorities adver- 
tised a lottery fc the purpose of raising $100 “for the benefit” of the 


library. 
From entries following this one, we might conclude that the lotteries 
proved none too successful. 


Laws of Indiana Te rritory, 1809-1816, 
pp. 105-106 


AN ACT authorizing. a Lottery for the benefit of the Vin- 
cennes Library. 


$1. BE it enacted by the Legislative Council and House of 
Representatives of the Indiana Territory, and it is hereby enacted 
by the authority of the same, That the president and directors of 
the Vincennes Library, in this territory, be, and they are hereby 
authorised and empowered, for, and on behalf, and for the sole 
use and benefit of the said Library, to raise by a lottery in such 
classes, and from time to time as they may deem most proper, 
a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars; the said president 
and directors shall be managers for raising as aforesaid the said 
sum, and as such, shall each give bond and security in the sum 
of two hundred dollars, to the governor for the time being, condi- 
tioned for the faithful discharge of their duty, which said se- 
curity shall be approved of by the secretary of the territory, and 
the said bonds shall be filed by him in his office. The president 
and directors, as managers, shall have power to adopt such scheme 
or schemes as they may think most expedient, to sell the tickets 
to raise the said sum, to superintend the drawing, and the payment 
of the prizes of the same. 

This act shall be in force from the passage thereof. 


Approved—November 23, 1810. 
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Journal, House of Representatives, 
Feb. 6, 1813 


A message from the legislative council by Mr. Sullivan their 
clerk Mr. Speaker the legislative council have passed a bill en- 
titled a bill to revive and amend an act entitled an act incorporat- 
ing the Vincennes Library company and require the concurrence 
of the hours of representatives thereto 

On Motion of Mr. Pennington 

Ordered that the bill for incorporating the Vincennes Library 
company sent down by the legislative council be read the first time 
and on motion the said bill was read the second time 


Feb. 8, 1813 


On motion of Mr. Pennington 

Ordered that the bill entitled an act to incorporate the Vin- 
cennes Library company be read a third time 

And on the question that the same do pass with the amend- 
ments it was determined in the affirmative and that the clerk do 
now carry the bill to the legislative council and request therein 
their concurrence 


Feb. 8, 1813 


A message from the legislative council by Mr. Sullivan their 
Clerk—Mr. Speaker the legislative council have concurred 5 
in the amendments made by this house to the bill entitled an act 
to revive and amend an act entitled an act to incorporate the 
Vincennes Library Company 


Feb. 13, 1813 


Mr. Noble from the committee of enrolled bills renorted that 
the committee had examined a bill entitled an act to incornorate 
the Vincennes Library company and had found said bill duly en- 
rolled when 

The Speaker signed said bill 

Ordered that the clerk do acquint the legislative council 
therewith 


Laws of Indiana Territory. 1809-1816, 
pp. 297-298 


AN ACT to revive and amend an act entitled an act to Incor- 
porate the Vincennes Library Company. 


WHEREAS it hath been represented that the Charter of the 
Vincennes Library hath been forfeited, and that a revival of the 
same would promote the objects of the Institution, and be the 
means of disseminating useful knowledge—therefore 

BE it enacted by the Legislative Council and House of Repre- 
sentatives, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, 
That the act entitled “An act to Incorporate the Vincennes Library 
Company,” approved, September seventeenth, one thousand eight 
hundred and seven, be, and the same is hereby revived. and that 
the operation, validity and effect, of the said act, in regard to all 
rules, and the priveleges, immunities, authority and powers, reg- 
ulations, bye-laws, acts and proceedings of the share holders in the 
said Library Company, at the annual, stated. adjourned or special 
meetings of the same, or of the president and directors of the said 
Library Company, shall be as full, ample, complete and valid as 
though the said act or charter had not been forfeited; hereby rati- 
fying and confirming the electing, by the said share holders of five 
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directors, instead of seven, as was provided by the said act or 
charter, and that in future five directors for the said Library only 
shall be elected. 


APPROVED—Feby. 15th, 1813 


The session of 1813 was held while the war of 1812 was still in 
progress. Governor Harrison was absent on military duties in which he 
distinguished himself and earned the sobriquet of “Tippecanoe.” In his 
absence, John Gibson, secretary of the territory, became acting governor. 


Journal, House of Representatives, 
Feb. 17, 1813 


A message from the L, C. by Mr. Sullivan their Secretary Mr. 
Speaker The acting governor has notified the L. C. by his private 
secretary Mr. Johnson that he did on the 15th instant approve and 
sign an act to revive and amend an act entitled an act to incor- 
porate the Vincennes Library company. 


Literary Societies 


The only entry in the journal indicating the date of the item below 
was “Monday.” Counting from the opening day of the session revealed 
the date to be August 22. The other dates for the journal of this session 
were determined in the same manner. 


Journal, House of Representatives 
Aug. 22, 1814 
Mr. Brown from the committee to whom was referred the petition 
of John Francis Dufour & others praying the incorporation of a 
literary society at Vevay, reported a bill for that purpose, which 
was read, & on motion 
Ordered that said bill be read a second time tomorrow. 
Aug. 23, 1814 
The bill establishing a literary society at Vevay was read the 
second time; & referred to a committee of the whole House, & 
made the order of the day for Wednesday next 


Aug. 24, 1814 


The House resolved itself into a committee of the whole, on the 
bill for the incorporation of the Vevay literary society & after 
some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, & Mr. 
Smith reported, that the committee had, according to order had 
the said bill under consideration & made some amendments to 
the same, which he handed in at the Clerks table, where they 
were again read & concurred in by the House. 
On motion of Mr. Noble 

Ordered that the said bill be engrossed & read a third time to 
morrow. 

Aug. 26, 1814 

The bill to incorporate the literary society of Vevay was read 
the third time and passed. 
Ordered 

That the title be “An Act to incorporate the literary society of 
Vevay”. 

That the Clerk inform the L. C. therewith, 
& desire their concurrence therein. 
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Aug. 27, 1814 


A message from the L. C. by Mr. Sullivan their Secretary—Mr. 
Speaker, . . . the L. C. . . . Have passed the act from this 
House to incorporate the literary society of Vevay with amend- 
ments in which they desire the concurrence of this house. 


Aug. 29, 1814 


On motion of Mr. Noble, 

The amendments made by the L. C. to the bill establishing 
the literary society at Vevay, were concurred in by this House— 
Ordered that the Clerk inform the L. C. therewith. 


The entries below appear in the journal in the order given. Is this 
further evidence of the slipshod manner.in which the journals of the 
period were kept, or was the message from the “L. C.” delayed? Ordi- 
narily we would expect the record to show that the presiding officers 
of the two houses had signed a bill before the governor reports his 
approval. 


Journal, House of Representatives, 
Sept. 1, 1814 


A message from the Governor by Mr. Prather his Secretary, Mr. 
Speaker the Governor did on the 3list ult. approve & sign 
a bill incorporating the literary society of Vevay— 

Ordered that the Clerk inform the L. C. therewith. 


Sept. 1, 1814 


4 message from the L. C. by Mr. Sullivan their Secretary—Mr. 
Speaker, the President of the L. C. has signed . . . the bill to 
incorporate the literary society of Vevay. 


The limitation of the life of this corporation to a period of twenty 
years is a feature we have not found in the acts incorporating semi- 
naries and libraries 

The subsequent items reveal also the first instance in the record 
of the rejection of a request for the authorization of a lottery. 


Laws of Indiana Territory, 1809-1816, 
etre «as 


pp. (30-05% 
AN ACT to incorporate the literary society of Vevay. 


Sec: 1.—Be it enacted by the Legislative council and House of 
Representatives, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the 
same, That John Dumont, Daniel Dufour, Robert M. Troter, Elisha 
Golay, Philo Averil, John Francis Seibenthal and George Cogg- 
shell & their successors duly elected or appointed in manner here- 
inafter directed, be & they are hereby made, declared and consti- 
tuted a body corporate or body politic in law & in fact to have 
continuance for twenty years from the passage hereof by the 
name, style and title of the Directors of the literary society of 
Vevay—And by such corporate name, style and title, shall be 
forever able and capable in law and equity to sue & be sued, 
plead & be impleaded, answer and be answered, defend & be de- 
fended in any court or courts or other places, & before any Judge 
or Judges, Justice or Justices or other persons whatsoever within 
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this Territory or elsewhere in all and all manner of suits, actions, 
complaints, pleas, causes, matters and demands of whatsoever 
kind or nature they may be, in as full & effectual a manner as 
any other person or persons, bodies corporate or politic may or 
can do. 
Sec: 2.—Be it further enacted That the said corporation may take 
& receive any real property, sum or sums of money, goods and 
chattels or other effects of what kind soever, which shall or may 
be given, granted or bequeathed by any person or persons, bodies 
politic or corporate capable of making such gift, grant of bequest. 
Provided they shall never receive either by donation, tax, gift, 
grant, bequest, or otherwise a capital exceeding ten thousand 
dollars, nor any other lands than what may be necessary for the 
use of a building to keep their library in; nor shall they ever 
under the authority of this act issue bills of credit or in any 
other way enter into a banking policy, contrary to the true 
meaning and intent of this act.— 
Sec: 3.—Be it further enacted That the said body corporate shall 
have full power to make, have, & use a common seal, & the same 
to break, alter and renew at pleasure—To appoint a Librarian, 
a Treasurer, & such other officers as they may from time to time 
deem necessary; To assign them their duties, fix their compen- 
sation, & remove them or either of them from office & appoint 
another or others in his or their place as often as they shall think 
fit. To make ordain, establish and execute such bye-laws & 
ordinances as may be deemed usetul to the institution, and the 
same to alter, amend, or abrogate at pleasure; To fix the price of 
new shares; To direct how transfers shall be made & certified; 
To procure by purchase, rent or otherwise a suitable place for 
keeping the library of the society; to fill up vacancies that may 
happen in their own body between two annual elections; To levy 
and collect fines & forfeitures; & to determine upon, do & transact 
all business and matters appertaining to said society, agreeably 
to the rules, ordinances, and bye laws thereof, during their con- 
tinuance in office. Provided that not less than a majority of the 
said directors be a quorum to do business; and that no rule or 
bye law be made repugnant to the laws of this Territory or of the 
United States. 
Sec: 4.—Be it further enacted That an election for seven directors 
f the literary society of Vevay shall be held on the first saturday 
of August in each year at such place as the directors may direct, 
previous notice whereof being given by the Librarian by three 
written advertisements posted at three public places in the town 
of Vevay—And no person shall be eligible as a director or have a 
right to vote for a director who is not at the time of voting or 
being voted for a shareholder in the said society or who shall be in 
arrears to said society for any annual contribution, fines or 
forfeitures; And all persons qualified to vote, may vote either per- 
sonally or by proxy, by ballot—and the Directors duly elected 


as above shall be & remain in power for the term of one year, 
& untill new ones are elected. 
Si oth Be it further enacted That at the same time and place 


where the election is to be holden, the shareholders shall deter- 
mine upon the yearly contribution which is to be paid by each 
share for the year ensuing, which contribution or tax shall not 
be less than fifty cents, nor more than two dollars in any one 


Approved August 31st 1814 


~] 


or 
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Journal, House of Representatives 
Dec. 6, 1815 


Mr. Golay laid before the House a memorial of the directors of 
the Literary society of Vevay. 

On motion 

Ordered that the same be referred to the committee, to whom 
was referred so much of the Governors communication as relates 
to the subject of education 


Dec. 11, 1815 


Mr. Ferris from the committee appointed for that purpose, to wit 
on the subject of the proposed lottery for the benefit of the Liter- 
ary Society of Vevay reported that in the opinion of said com- 
mittee the prayer of the petitioners ought not to be granted 
and 

On motion 

Ordered that the House concur in the said report. 


So far as the record reveals, the petition of “Willis E. Brown 
others” never was taken from the table. The community from which 
request originated likewise remains undisclosed. 


Journal, House of Representatives 
° Dec. 18, 1815 


The Speaker laid before the House . . . the petition of Willis 
E. Brown & others, praying to be incorporated a Literary Society. 
Said documents were ordered to lie on the table 





and 
this 


Chapter V 
Miscellaneous Items Related to Education 





IN running the territorial records many items were discovered that 
related somewhat to the spiritual or cultural life of the times and yet 
did not classify under the headings selected for the preceding chapters. 
Nevertheless, several of these seemed of such significance that they 
should not be wholly ignored. We have grouped them in the present 
chapter under the ever useful classification, “Miscellaneous.” 


Day of Thanksgiving 


A few times during the territorial period we find the governor pro- 
claiming a day of thanksgiving for some special manifestation of divine 
Providence, usually deliverance from the fury of the savages. Below is 
the only instance discovered of a thanksgiving day proclaimed for 
acknowledging the ever watchful care of the Almighty in what we might 
call the ordinary affairs of daily life. 


Executive Journal, 
Territorial Papers, III, pp. 289-290 


December the 17th 1788 His Excellency issued the following 
Proclamation for a public Thanksgiving to be observed in the 
Territory of the United States North West of the River Ohio— 








By His Excellency Arthur St. Clair Esquire, Governour & Com- 
nander in Chiet 
Forasmuch, as it is incumbent on all Men to acknowledge 
th Gratitude their Infinite Obligations to Almighty God foi 
Benetits received, & to implore his superintending Care & Provi- 
lence for future Blessings—I have thought proper to set apart a 
Day for that Purpose, & do hereby ordain, that Thursday the 25th 
lay of December be observed as a Day of solemn Thanksgiving 
& Praise; that the People may with one Voice & sincere Hearts 
express their grateful Sensations, & consecrate themselves to the 
\ & Pleasure of their divine Benefactor And, that together 
with their Acknowledgments, they may unite in humble Supplica- 
tions to Almighty God, that he would be graciously please to 
r this Infant Settlement, & the whole Territory, in their 
Husbandry, Trade, & Manufactures, and by his own nurturing 
Hand, Mature & bring to Perfection all Seminaries of Learning, 
& the Promotion & Enlargement of Piety & true Religion amongst 
all the Nations of the Earth. 
And | do prohibit all Servile Labour on that Day. 
Given at Marietta this seventeenth Day of December in the 
year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred & eighty eight, 
& in the thirteenth year of the Independence of the United 
States. 
Witness Arthur St. Clair Esq: Governour & Commander in Chief. 
Signed / Ar St. Clair 
By His Excellency’s Command 
Winthrop Sargent Secretary 








(ia) 
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An Early School 


The following brief excerpt from a letter written by St. Clair sug- 
gests that he had a real interest in providing educational opportunities 
for his daughters. Also that there was in operation at Marietta in 1789 
a school or schools deemed worthy of being intrusted with the care of 
the daughters of the governor. 


Territorial Papers, Il, pp. 221-222 
Governor St. Clair to Acting Governor Sargent 


Ligonier Novr 16th 1789 
Dear Sir 


. . . It is now my Intention to leave some part of my 
Family at Marietta this Winter for the benefit of the Schools 
that are there, which my two youngest Daughters require— 


Orphans and Apprentices , 


In the laws concerning orphans and apprentices, in colonial days and 
in the early years of the national period, we find the closest approach 
to compulsory education that the records of those times afford. The 
items below show how the territorial government attempted to deal with 
this problem. 


Laws of the Northwest Territory, 
pp. 161-162 


A law for establishing orphans’ courts. 


$7. The justices of the said orphans court, in the said re- 
spective counties, shall have full power and authority——at the 


instance and request of the said executors, administrators, guar- 
dians or tutors, to order and direct the binding or putting out of 
minors, apprentices to trades, husbandry, or other employments, 
as shall be thought fit, 


$12. Provided always, That none of the said orphans’ courts 
shall have any power to order or commit the tuition or guardian- 
ship of any orphans or minors; or bind them apprentices to any 
person or persons, whose religious persuasion shall be different 
from what the parents of such orphan, or minor, professed, at 
the time of their decease; or against the minors’ own mind or 
inclination, so far as he or she has discretion and capacity to 
express, or signify the same; or to persons that are not of good 
repute, where others of good credit, and of the same persuasion, 
may or can be found. 


| Adopted from the statutes of Pennsylvania—Published June 16, 
1795—To take effect Oct. 1, 1795.] 
pp. 163-165 
A law for the settlement of intestates’ estates. 
$7. If any person or persons shall die intestate, being 


owners of lands or tenements within this territory at the time 
of their death, and leave lawful issue to survive them, but not a 
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sufficient personal estate to pay their just debts and maintain 
their children; in such case, it shall be lawful for the administra- 
tor or administrators of such deceased to sell and convey such 
part or parts of the said lands or tenements, for defraying their 
just debts, maintainance of their children, and for putting them 
apprentices, and teaching them to read and write .. . as the 
orphans’ court of the county, where such estate lies, shall think 
fit to allow, order and direct, from time to time. 

$8. . . . if . . . it shall appear to the court, that 
the intestate’s personal estate will not be sufficient to pay the 
debts and maintain the children, until the eldest of them attains 
the age of twenty-one years, or to put them out to be apprentices, 
and teach them to read and write then and in every such case, and 
not otherwise, the court shall allow such administrator to make 
public sale of so much of the said lands, as the court, upon the 
best computation they can make of the value thereof; shall judge 
necessary for the purposes aforesaid. 


1795—To take effect August 15, 1795.] 


[Adopted from the Pennsylvania statutes—Published June 16, 


p. 177 
A law for the relief of the poor. 
§ 9. It shall and may be lawful for the overseers of the poor 
of the townships, aforesaid, by the approbation and consent of two 
justices of the peace of the county, to put out, as apprentices, all 
such poor children, whose parents are dead, or shall be by the said 
justices found unable to maintain them, males till the age of 
twenty-one, and females till the age of eighteen years. 


[Adopted from the statutes of Pennsylvania—Published June 19, 
1795— To take effect October 1, 1795.) 


In the following interesting indenture of apprenticeship, we have 
illustrated what were probably the more common features of such 
contracts. While St. Clair County was in what later became Illinois, at 
the time it was a part of Indiana. The connection of James Jones with 
this transaction is not clear. 


Laws of Indiana Territory, 1801-1809, 
p. CXL 


From records of St. Clair Co. (Belleville Museum, 1808.) 


Indeana | this indenter witnesseth that on the 9th day of 
Ste County | June 1808 Isaak Gilham and James Cirkpetrick two 
of the overseers of the poor hath put John Henderson Soposed to 
be 14 years oald, in the County of St Clere Goshen township and by 
these presence Doth bind the Sd John Henderson a prentis to 
James Downing of Sd County to Larn the art of farming and after 
the manner of anaprentis to Serve him from the Day and Date 
hereof for and During the Whoale terme of time untill he arives 
to the age of one and twenty During all which time he the Sd 
aprentis his master shall feathfully Serve his Secrets keep his law- 
fully comand Gladly obey he shall Do No Damage to his Sd master. 
Nor Se it Dun by others without Letting his master know he Shall. 
Not Sell his Sd masters Goods. Nor lend them without his Leve 
he shall Not Comit any misdemener Nor by nor Sell without his 
Leve he Shall Not absent him Self Day nor Night without Leve he 
Shall Not Contract marrag Nor Comit furnecation but in all 
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things beheve him Self. Asafethfull aprentis ought to Do. During 
the Sd term—And he the Sd master Doth oblegate him Self to give 
the Sd apprentis one yares Scooling if Sd apprentis Can be Con- 
formed to the Rueels of the Scool and instruct the Sd aprentis in 
the art of farming and provid Sefisent meet Drink aperrell lodging 
and washing and a Soot on and a Soot of at the End of Sd term— 
And for all and Every porformence of the Sd Covenant we asign 
our hands ad Seels in presents of D White one of the Acting Justis 
of Sd County 

Isaak Gilham (seel) 

James Kirkpatrick (seel) 

James Jones (seel) 


Educational Conditions 


The enumeration mentioned in the following excerpt was taken to 
determine the apportionment of representatives to the first elected 
legislature in the Northwest Territory. This, we recall, met in 1799. 
Peter Audrain is identified as prothonotary at Detroit. 


Territorial Papers, Il, pp. 655-656 


Peter Audrain to Governor St. Clair 
Detroit, November 1, 1798. 
Sir In obedience to your Excellency’s orders, I have requested 
a Magistrate of each Township to cause the enumeration of the 
free males Inhabitants of Wayne county, to be taken as soon as 
possible. 


very little difficulty has been experienced in taking the enu- 
meration of the people, but a very great one will exist in finding 
Men fit to represent the County in general assembly, if organized. 
the best informed, in general, are the british Subjects, by their 
own election, of course, not eligible, and I do not know one 
Single Canadian who understands english enough to be a repre- 
sentative. we have three or four Gentlemen who would do very 
well, but their occupations are Such that I am afraid will not 
admit of their absence; the Canadians now feel for want of edu- 
cation, and are anxious for an opportunity of getting their children 
taught, to Read and write, and especially the English language. 


I have the honor to be with great Respect Your Excellency’s 
very humble and most obedient Servant 
Peter Audrain 
Detroit Ist November 1798 
His Excellency, The Governor of the Territory. 


The petition below was concerned largely, as were so many of that 
day, with the confirmation of land titles. It is unique among such peti- 
tions for the attention given to education. Since July 4, 1800, the greater 
part of what later was to be Michigan had been in Indiana. 


Territorial Papers, III, pp. 103-108 
Petition to Congress by Inhabitants of Wayne County 


To the Honourable the Senate & Gentlemen of the house of repre- 
sentatives of the Congress of the United States of America. 
The petition of the Citizens Inhabitants of the County of 
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Wayne, territory of the United States, north west of the river 
ohio humbly Sheweth 


Your Petitioners beg leave further to submit to the Con- 
sideration of Congress the deplorable situation of a great Majority 
of the Citizens of this unfortunate Country arising from the want 
of necessary education in the arts & sciences, which have.never 
been taught in this remote quarter. the great distance your Peti- 
tioners are situated from an established institution of learning to- 
gether with the great expences and difficulty necessarily attendant 
upon the instruction of youth at a distance from their native 
homes, renders it impossible to give them the necessary education 
[to enab|le them to transact the Common Concerns of life, much 
less can they ever hope to see their descendants fill places of 
honor & profits in a Government where men of distinguished 
abilities & probity are intrusted by the public, unless some assist- 
ance is given them by the Government for the incouragement of 
science & litterature; 

Your Petitioners feel a great anxiety for the Wellfare & hap- 
piness of the rising generation, while they’ hope & trust Congress 
will so far participate as to grant & vest in trustees one or more 
Townships of lands, advantageously situated near this post, for the 
purpose of erecting and endowing an academy or College for the 
education of youth; your Petitioners are emboldened to make this 
request which they Conceive laudable & meritorious from the sense 
of generosity that has been manifested by the Government to the 
rising setlments upon the ohio by the grants of lands for like 
meritorious purposes. 

Religion & Morality being essentialy necessary to the well 
being & support of a free Government, your Petitioners earnestly 
request that a Township of lands may be appropriated in this 
County for the support of the Gospel and for erecting necessary 
buildings for the celebration of divine service. 


Your Petitioners humbly pray that the different objects of 
this their petition may be taken up by your Honourable body, and 
that relief may be seasonably granted therein; and as in duty 
bound your Petitioners will ever pray; Detroit 2d Septber 1800 

Geo. McDougall [and 52 others] 

Joseph Voyez [and 99 other signatures “attached to the 

French section” ] 


Indian Affairs 


Mention has been made of the fact that, in addition to prohibiting 
liquor traffic with the Indians, which was primarily a matter of police 
regulation, the government seemed genuinely interested in introducing 
among the savages the “arts of civilization.” The following passages 
reveal something of this policy as well as some of the difficulties with 
which it was beset. 

Territorial Papers, 
VII, p. 26 
The Secretary of War to William Lyman 

To William Lyman Esquire Temporary Agent for Indian Affairs 

in the North-western and Indiana Territories. 

It has been a principal object of the government of the United 

States to introduce among their Indian allies useful arts, to teach 
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them industry, and prove to them it’s value experimentally by 
facilitating the attainment of articles considered to be of comfort 
and convenience in civilized life. The success that has attended 
their endeavors to this end among the tribes South of the Ohio 
affords a pleasing prospect of the melioration of the condition of 
the aborigines, and incites us to offer to the Northern tribes 
an opportunity of equalling at least their southern brethren in 
procufing to themselves means of subsistence more certain than 
those exercised in savage life, thereby to soften down the ferocity 
of their manners, and we trust to prepare them for the enjoyment 
of a higher degree of happiness than any of which they could be 
susceptible, if left to themselves. 

To instruct the Indian women in the arts of spinning and weay- 
ing, to introduce among the men a taste for agriculture and raising 
of stock, and to infuse into the nations generally a spirit of emu- 
lation in industry are the first steps in which their progress should 
be guided: The government is therefore disposed to supply them 
with wheels, cotton cards, and other necessary apparatus for the 
manufacture of linen and cotton clothing; implements of agri- 
culture, sheep and cattle, and, if the Indians should testify a 
disposition to meet the views of the government, handicraftsmen, 
particularly carpenters and smiths, will be engaged to reside in 
their country and give them all necessary instructions. 

Given at the War Office of the United States, at Washington, 
this fourteenth day of July, Anno Domini 1801. 

Henry Dearborn 
Secretary of War. 


p. 348 
The Secretary of War to John Whipple 


War Depmt. Ap: 16. 1806. 

John Whipple 

Sir, The Bearer, Mrs. Catharine Shaw one of the Society of 
Friends in Maryland, having undertaken a journey to the Indian 
Country, on the Upper Waters of the Wabash, for the benevolent 
purpose of instructing the natives in domestic manufactures, you 
will please to show her every civility in your power; and give her 
all necessary aid, in obtaining a safe and comfortable conveyance 
to the place of her destination, with such provisions &C. as she 
may require. 

I am, very respectfully, Sir, Yr Obt Sert 


John Smith was chief clerk in the War Department. William Wells 
was agent for Indian affairs at Fort Wayne. 

Mr. Kirk was sponsored by the Society of Friends for work among 
the Indians. 


Territorial Papers, 
VII, p. 464 


John Smith to William Wells 


WAR DEPARTMENT July 9th 07. 

Wm WELLS Esqr 
SIR, Intimations have been received by this Department, 
that improper interferences and obstructions have been made in 
your quarter, to the plan of civilizing the Indians under the Super- 
intendency of Mr. Kirk;—and it being strongly suspected that you 
have borne no small Agency in exciting this opposition, I am 
directed by the Secy of War who is now absent to acquaint you, 
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that unless such course of conduct is pursued in future, as to 
prevent a repetition of similar complaints, he shall conceive it his 
duty to adopt such measures as will place it out of your power 
to contravene the views of government in this respect. 
I am Sir &c. 
Jno Smith C. C. 


p. 464 
John Smith to Governor Harrison 


WAR DEPARTMENT July 9th 07 
W. H. HARRISON 
SIR, Complaints have been received from Fort Wayne, that 
Mr. Wells has improperly interfered in the plan of civilizing the 
Indians under the agency of Mr. Kirk, and has by his intrigues and 
influence with them thrown obstacles in the way of its execution, 
the Secretary of War, who is now absent, has directed me to request 
that your Excellency would use your endeavours to impress upon 
Mr. Wells the necessity of a change in his conduct in this respect; 
and the expediency, as it regards his own interest, of harmonizing 
with the other agents of the Government, in promoting its views. 
I have the honor &c. 
J. Smith C. C. 


p. 467 
THE SECRETARY OF WAR To WILLIAM WELLS 


War Department, August 5, 1807. 
Wm WELLS. 

SIR, There being no occasion at present for a visit from the 
chiefs of the Indian tribes in your agency, the one proposed by 
you to the Seat of Government, may be dispensed with, until you 
shall give more satisfactory evidence of more useful zeal and hon- 
est candor, than your late conduct has evinced. No subterfuge 
will be admitted to extenuate the evident impropriety of your 
conduct in relation to the persons sent into that country for the 
express purpose of aiding the natives in the arts of civilization. 
The circumstances attending this business render your intentions 
so self evident, as to require no other proof than the result of the 
different conferences with the respective chiefs in your presence. 
At all events, one of two things must be a fact, either that you 
possess no kind of useful influence with the chiefs in your agency 
or that you make an improper use of what you possess. In either 
case you eannot be considered as well qualified for the place 
you hold. 

Your letter of the 30th of June has been received, and an 
answer postponed. 

I am, Sir &c.— 


pp. 469-70 
William Wells to the Secretary of War 


Fort Wayne the 20 August 1807 
Sir In consequence of my receiving a letter yester day from Mr 
Smith chief clerk in that Department informing me that I was 
strongly suspected for having excited an opposition to the plan 
adopted by the goverment for the civillizing the Indians under 
the management of Mr Kirk—that I have to intrude this letter 
on your patience 
It is and always has been the first wish of my Heart to pro- 
mote the civillizing the Indians had it been otherwise not a single 
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Quaker would of dared to of shown his face among the Indians at 
this agency—untill this Day 

That I was the only advocate in this country for civillizing the 
Indians and the only person that had made any attempt at it I 
beleave must be as well known to the government as it is to every 
Individual in this country and I am at a Loss to know the Instence 
of my conducted that could be suspected for exciting and’ apposi- 
stian to the views of of goverment in this respect. 

I therefore beg that before such threts as Mr smiths Letter 
contained are throwed out at me that my conduct may be inquired 
into and viewed with an impartial Eye and that I may have an op- 
pertunity to place it in that point of view that truth and Justice 
intitles it—I have requested you to suffer me to wait on you at the 
Seat of goverment and expect every Day to receive your per- 
mission for this perpose—When I trust I shall be able to give you 
a satisfactory statement concerning Mr Kirks mission as well as 
many other things that are of great importence to the gover- 
ment— 

At present I will only observe that Mr Kirk will never be able 
to carry the business trusted to his management into execution and 
had he any regard for telling the truth He would of never said 
that obstructions had been put his way by any person but himself 

The Indians have seen him spend a Large Sum of money that 
was apropriated by the Quakers at Baltimore,for their use with 
out their receiving any benefit from it— 

The Little Turtle told Mr Kirk last fall that He wishes to bet- 
ter the situation of the Indians by turning their attention to the 
cultivation of the Earth and that he had got them to lay out their 
annuities for this perpose and that by these means He hoped to 
receive the aid of the goverment and that himself and some other 
chiefs had formed a plan which they intended to Lay before the 
President and by his assistince. on hereing this Mr Kirk Hurried 
off to Baltimore and there prevailed on the Quakers to Lay this 
matter before the goverment as coming from himself in order to 
get him Self a Lucrative appointment and the money that was so 
Liberally apropriated by the goverment for the benifit of the 
Indians trusted to his management— 

the turtle and others took fire at this conduct of Mr Kirk in 
as much as they were convinst that He would never be able to 
carry the Business into Execution and the fruits of their Labours 
for several vears Blasted—in addistion to this the Indians found 
that when Mr Kirk arived a mong them that He had expended 
upwards of 3000 Dollars of the money apropriated by the gover- 
ment for their benifit before He made his appearance among 
them when they saw that He was likely to do them no good but 
to do them a great deal of Harme by creating jellousies and sow- 
ing the seeds of Discord among them 

I conceived it my Duty as well as it was my first wish to 
reconsile the Indians to Mr Kirk—but with these impresions on 
the minds of the Indians conserning him I believe if the President 
Was present and to tell the Indians that he wished them to respect 
and Listen to Mr Kirk they would not do it—and this man ought 
not to of intimated that I had obstructed the views of the gover- 
ment trusted to his derections when He found that he was not 
capable to fill the appointment He had obtained by Intreague and 
Deception 

So far from my obstructing the views of goverment towards 
the Indians under the Derections Mr Kirk I am ready to prove to 
you and the world that I done every thing in my power to forward 
them. and while I was doing so Mr Kirk was Living at my House 
and receiving every Kindness and assistance when He was making 


DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATION IN INDIANA 


representations to the goverment that He calculated on to ruin 
me and at the same time professing all the Friendship a man 
could for a nother— 

This man may be a Quaker but I can not Beleave He is one 
of the Best Sort— 

I have the Honor to be Sir with respect your most obt Servent 

William Wells 

The Honorable Henry Dearborn 


pp. 510-511 
WILLIAM WELLS TO THE SECRETARY OF WAR 


Fort Wayne the 31 Dee 1807 
SIR I have the Honor to inclose you an account of all the money 
that has been expended for the use of the Indian department in 
this agency during the present year als the amount of provisions 
Issued to the Indians during the last three months with the num- 
ber of Indians that reside in this agency— 

Owing to the restless state of the Indians of this country— 
not of this agency, their unusual large assembleges the repeated 
instructions of the governor of territory to penatrate the views of 
the Indians. and my great exertions for that purpose has caused 
much more money to be expended and provision issued than is 
usual—being consious that I have done every thing for the best 
and it is not saying too much to say it is beleaved by both Indians 
and white people that had any other person but my self been sta- 
tioned at this place peace would not of been preserved—and I hope 
that I may be fortuneate a nough to have my conduct aproved of 
by you— 

I have repeatedly Stated to you that it appeared clearly to me 
that had the poutawatamys and shawneses remained attached to 
this agency that the influence of the united States a mong these 
nations would of remained unimpaired—I can se no thing that 
would contradict this statement—but am more convinst of its truth 
—The Indians of this country are too much scatered for the united 
States to civillize them and I assure you that it is nothing but a 
wast of money to attempt any thing of the kind in their present 
state. It might as well be said that corn would grow in the woods 
with out clearing the ground— 

Each nation should be collected togeter and some regular 
sistam of government established among them—suitable placeses 
for this perpose should be chosen and means used to attach them 
to those placeses, they would then se the large surples of Land they 
had and would willingly give it to the united States for sumthing 
that would be more usefull to them—to purches from them while 
they are so much scatered and follow Hunting for a Living is very 
offensive to them—men should be imployed in this business that 
was acquainted with the customs and maners of the Indians and 
who possessed influence among them. The Indians will not place 
confidence in a stranger— 

I have made a calculation of the sum of money that would 
be necessary for to cary the plan I have mentioned into execution 
and beleave it could be done with 3600 Dollars a year that is to 
say 


ee Sg ccita'vy 44cddededenteeews 600 
TO INS cig th hpi c'mon te ree 600 
I IN si ive win ew bree wack adie eas 600 
ET I Sia Sine one ek alee nee th 600 
. £. .. eee eee 600 
See WS Ge Be BUD ovccdinc dcesecazansecs 600 


3600 
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with this sum twelve Settlements could be established Capt 
Hendricks the celabrated stock bridge Indian chief and three of his 
young men have offered their serviceses for the purpose above men- 
tioned on the following terms the Capt to receive 25 Dollars per 
month and each of his men half this sum—these Indians have all 
been educated and have lernt trades are well acquainted with farm- 
ing and I think ought to be incouraged as I am convinst they 
would be use full to the united states among the Indians—they 
wish to receive an answer by the 15 of March next—should the 
government think proper to adopt any plan of this kind among the 
Indians of this agency I shall be happy to receive and execute its 
commands 

I have the Honor to be Sir most respectfully your most obt 

William Wells 

The Honorable Henry Dearborn 
B A Black Smith is much wanted in this Agency for the Delawars 


pp. 540-541 
William ‘Wells to the Secretary of War 


Fort Wayne the 2 April 1808 


I have given David Stinchcomb carpenter liberty to visit his 
friend near Baltimore from the 7 of March to the 15 of May under 
this reserve that his pay and rations should cease unless my con- 
duct in this respect was approved of by you—he is a sober indus- 
trious man and been very usefull to the Indians of this agency 
and I hope you will allow him the time I have stated— 

I have the honor to be Sir with respect Your Most obt Servent 

WILLIAM WELLS 
The Honorable Henry Dearborn 


pp. 635-636 
The Secretary of War to William Kirk 


War Department February 4th 1809. 

William Kirk. 
Sir, Your letter of the 10th ult: has been received with sundry 
papers accompanying it—A letter was sent you by William Wells 
informing you that your services on account of the United States 
would be dispensed with after the receipt thereof, and that it 
would be proper for you to have your accounts adjusted early. You 
had before been apprized that it was feared the monies disbursed 
by you would be unprofitably expended 

Your conduct has not been approved by your friends or by the 
Government and the sooner you appear and settle your accounts 
the better. 

I am Sir &c. 


pp. 647-649 
John Johnston to the Secretary of War 


Fort Wayne April 15. 1809. 
Sir, I had the honor to receive your letter of the 27th January cov- 


ering an appointment for me as Indian Agent at this Post, to- 
gether with a letter of discharge for William Wells the late agent, 


I held a Council with the Chiefs and head Men of the Shawan- 
oese at Wapaghkonetta on the 10th Inst. on the subject of the 
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settlement made with them by W. Kirk, their Speech to the 
President and yourself on that head, will be found enclosed. I 
will beg leave to add that the settlement is in a state of great 
forwardness, the Saw Mill almost ready to run, the materials for 
the Grist Mill on the spot and some of the Machienery completed, 
both mills I think might be in a condition to work in three months 
with the same number of hands formerly employed—The Indians 
you will perceive are very solicitous to have the settlement con- 
tinued, the Mills completed and Mr Kirk to return and reside 
with them, he is much loved by them the settlement bears the 
marks of industry, and on the whole does him much credit—it is 
respectfully submitted whether it would be good policy to abandon 
it now—it might be continued with much less expence to Govern- 
ment than formerly, as almost all the difficulties inseperable from 
such an undertaking is now overcome. 


My assistant in the Indian agency John Shaw is now here, his 
compensation is fixed at 350 Dollars P. annum. and One Ration 
P. day or 72 Dils a year for subsistence—His subsistence is lower 
than any artificer employed in the public service and I do not 
suppose that Government would wish to place him at a lower rate 
than people of that description, indeed no man can subsist on a 
Ration P. day except soldiers who associate together in large 
messes—lI take the liberty of asking leave to add one Ration P. day 
more to his compensation to be drawn in Kind or in Cash at his 
option 

I have the honor to remain with very great respect Sir, Yr 
Mo. Ob. Hble Servt 

Jno Johnston 


The Honble the Secretary of War Washington 

16th April I notified David Stinsecomb the Carpenter in the 
Indian Department that his services were no longer necessary. 
As W. Wells and him have doubted the propriety of my taking this 
step, on account that the Carpenter was employed and sent out by 
the Secretary of War: I think it necessary to inform you of the 
causes of the proceeding—The Carpenter here alluded to, has 
been now 5 years at this Post under pay of 30 Dolls P. month and 2 
Rations P. day, in all this time I am confident he has not worked 
24 Months for the public, but has beén employed in working for 
the late Agent, and going about idle—that I should continue him 
in this way any longer appeared impossible consistent with my 
duty to the Government, I have therefore not hessitated to dis- 
charge him (altho’ not originally employed by the Agent) as being 
a supernumerary and useless person J. 2 


Address to the People 


The next group of items reveals a concept of the function of 
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the 


legislative assembly and a faith in the power of words that we would 


rarely find in political circles today. It is presented as germane to 
subject of this study, but more so perhaps as an interesting exhibit 
the “‘ways of our fathers.” 

In the first territorial assembly there were two Findlays, one 
each house 


Journal, House of Representatives, 
Nov. 27, 1799, pp. 125-126 





Mr. Findlay laid before the house a resolution on the subject 
of industry and frugality, the encouragement of home manutac- 


the 
of 


_ 


n 
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tures and retrenching of unnecessary expenses, which was read 
for the first time. 

On motion, 

The said resolution was read the second time, and 

On motion, 

The said resolution was read the third time, and agreed to by the 
house as followeth, to wit, 

Whereas the present situation of the territory requires of her 
citizens every lawful exertion in their individual capacity, to pro- 
mote her interest and extend her general importance, which can 
only be effected by a prudent management of domestic concerns, 
by a strict attention to industry and frugality, by discountenanc- 
ing idleness and dissipation, by encouraging home manufactures 
and by retrenching unnecessary expenses. 

Resolved, therefore, 

That this house appoint a committee in conjunction with a 
committee of the council to prepare an address to the good people 
of this territory, recommending strict attention to the beforemen- 
tioned objects. 

And a committee was appointed by Mr. Findlay and Mr. 
Worthington, 

Ordered, 

That Worthington acquaint the council therewith. 


Journal, Legislative Council, 
Nov. 28, 1799, p. 59 


A message from the house of representatives, by Mr. Worth- 
ington. 

MR. PRESIDENT, The house of representatives have ap- 
pointed a committee on their part, jointly with such committee as 
may be appointed on.the part of the council, to prepare an address 
to the good people of this territory, recommending industry and 
frugality, by discountenancing idleness and dissipation, encour- 
aging home manufactures, and retrenching unnecessary expences. 


Nov. 29, 1799, pp. 60-61 


The council took into consideration the message from the 
house of representatives, relative to preparing an address to the 
good people of this territory, recommending industry and fru- 
gality by discountenancing idleness and dissipation, encouraging 
home manufactures and retrenching unnecessary expences. 

Ordered, That Mr. Findlay be appointed on the part of the 
council, jointly with the committee appointed by the house of rep- 
resentatives to prepare the said address. 


Journal, House of Representatives, 
Nov. 29, 1799, p. 133 


A message from the council by Mr. Schenck, their secretary. 
The council have appointed Mr. Findlay on their part, 
jointly with the committee apointed by this house, to prepare an 
address to the good people of this territory, recommending indus- 
try and frugality, by discountenancing idleness and dissipation, 
encouraging home manutactures and retrenching unnecessary ex- 
penses: 


Dec. 12, 1799, p. 171 
Ordered, 


That Mr. Meigs be added in the room of Mr. Findlay who is 
absent to the joint committee appointed to prepare an address to 
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the good people of this territory, recommending industry and fru- 
gality, by discountenancing idleness and dissipation, by encour- 
aging home manufactures and retrenching unnecessary expences. 


The following address, with slight variations in punctuation and 
spelling, appears also in the journal of the House of Representatives, 
pages 197-198, under date of December 18, 1799. 


Journal, Legislative Council, 
Dec. 17, 1799, pp. 89-90 


Mr. Findlay, from the joint committee appointed to prepare 
an address to the inhabitants of the territory, made a report ac- 
companied with the form of an address, which was handed into 
the secretary's table, where it was read in the words, following, 
viz. ; 

FELLOW-CITIZENS, 

WE are not insensible of the honor confered on us in selecting 
us to the honorable, though arduous task of framing laws to pro- 
tect and secure the personal rights and the property of so numer- 
ous and respectable a class of men, settled over an extensive tract 
of country.—How far we have succeeded in the execution of our 
duty to effect so desirable and important an object, can only be 
known when those laws shall come into operation:—but if good 
intentions can entitle us to your approbation, we shall receive it 
from a brave and generous people, with pleasing sensations. 

It must have been easily foreseen, that the expences arising 
on our entering upon the present stage of government would be 
considerable. To provide for these expences, a land tax presents 
itself as the principal, if not the only object of which we can avail 
ourselves for this purpose—we conceive this the least burden- 
some to the greatest class of citizens, as no small proportion will 
be paid by persons living without the territory owning large tracts 
of land therein. Our soil, climate, and navigable waters, present 
to the mind of observation and contemplation, the most pleasing 
views and prospects of the future greatness and importance of 
this part of the American empire; but to realize these advan- 
tages, exertions must be made, which are within the power of an 
industrious, enterprizing and enlightened people. Let the present 
generation set the example by discountenancing idleness and dis- 
sipation; and, on the other hand, by encouraging industry, fru- 
gality, temperance and every moral virtue, and in a few years 
the desart will disappear before the hand of industry, the fields 
will be covered with flocks, and the face of nature will blossom 
like the rose.—Religion, morality and knowledge are necessary 
to all good governments, say the venerable framers of our con- 
stitution, and to this great truth, every man of liberal information 
will subscribe. The liberal grants of land from the United States, 
for the purpose of erecting and endowing a university, and other 
seminaries of learning, for private schools and for the support of 
religion, are advantages superior in these respects, perhaps, to 
those which any other country can boast of, and no time will be 
lost in bringing these advantages into actual operation; to these 
advantages let us contribute as far as we are able, that wisdom, 
knowledge and virtue, may be widely diffused. Let us inculcate 
the principles of humanity, benevolence, honesty and punctuality 
in dealing; sincerity, charity, and all the social affections. 

Let it be remembered, that the foundation of public prosperity 
and happiness, must be laid in private families;—every well 
ordered family is a little aimiable community; and a great com- 
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munity made up of such families, must be prosperous and happy 
at home, and respectable abroad. 
EDWARD TIFFIN, Speaker. 
Of the House of Representatives. 
H. VANDER BURGH, 


President of the Council. 
Attest 


John Reily, 
Clerk of the house of Representatives. 
W. C. Schenck, 
Secretary to the Council, 
On motion, The said address was read a second time, whereupon, 
Resolved, That the council do agree to the said address 
Ordered, That the secretary acquaint the house of representatives 
therewith. 


Dec. 18, 1799, p. 91 


A message from the house of representatives by Mr. Pritchard. 
MR. PRESIDENT, The house of representatives have agreed 
to the address from the legislature to the people of this territory, 


agreeably to the report of the joint committee of conference; 


Journal, House of Representatives, 
Dec. 18, 1799, p. 197 


The house, according to the order of the day, resolved itself 
into a committee of the whole house, on the address from the 
legislature to the people of this territory, Mr. Pritchard in the 
chair, and after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Pritchard reported, that the committee had, 
according to order, had the said address under consideration, and 
made no amendments thereto. 

The said address being then read throughout at the clerk’s 
table. 

Resolved, 

That this house do agree to the same, in the words following, to 
wit, 

| Then follows the address as it appears in the journal of the 
Legislative Council under date of December 17, 1799, pp. 89-90.] 

Ordered, 

That Mr. Pritchard do carry the said address to the council and 
desire their concurrence. 


School Support 
The concluding items are typical of the measures adopted in the 
early history of Indiana for the support of schools. Outside the 


funds 
derived from the sale or 


leasing of school lands, the only monies set 
aside for the support of education were such as came 


from specified 
fines and penalties, or 


from certain contingencies, generally quite un- 
One is forced to the conclusion that, if the citizenry of those 
days were strictly law abiding, the schools would be left largely without 
funds. As it was, the income from 
pittance, ° 


certain. 


these contingent sources was a mere 


The third item represents possibly the first instance in the history 


of the territory of the use of tax money for schools. While the law is 
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general in regard to the appointment of listers, it would seem that only 
in Knox County was the special tax to be allocated to schools. 


Laws of Indiana Territory, 
1809-1816, p. 445 


An ACT more effectually to prevent duelling. 


$10. Be it further enacted, That all fines assessed under this 
act, shall, when collected, be appropriated by the court of the 
county where the same may be assessed, to the use of the semi- 
nary of learning or public school, which may be established in 
said county, in such manner as the said court may deem proper. 


December 18, 1813—approved, 


p. 425 


An ACT establishing and regulating the Militia of the Indiana 
Territory. 


$79. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the pay- 
master of the first regiment, annually, to pay over all the money 
that may remain in his hands to the sheriff of Knox county, as 
treasurer of said county, who shall account to the circuit court 
for the same; and it shall be the duty of the said court to appro- 
priate the said money to and for the use of some public seminary 
or school, at such time and in such manner as they may deem 
proper: Provided however, That nothing shall be so construed, 
as to compel the paymaster aforesaid to pay over any money, 
until the demands against said regiment are satisfied. 


JANUARY 3, 1814—APPROVED, 


pp. 484-485 


An ACT supplementary to an act entitled “an act to reduce 
into one the several acts to establish a permanent Revenue.” 


$1. BE it enacted by the Legislative Council and House of Rep- 
resentatives. and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, 
That it shall be the duty of the several circuit courts within this 
territory, at their term next after the first day of January, an- 
nually, to appoint one fit person, within their respective counties, 
to receive or take in the list of all taxable property within the 
same, . . . and the lister so appointed, shall take a list of all 
free male persons of color, between the ages of twenty-one and 
fifty-five: and the judges are hereby required to levy a tax on 
such persons of color, of three dollars per annum each, and the 
collectors of county monies are hereby required to collect the 
aforesaid tax and pay it over to the county treasurer as other 
county monies are, except such monies as may arise from the tax 
on persons of color in the county of Knox, which shall be appro- 
priated by the circuit court of said county for the use of some 
public school in said county. 


JANUARY 5, 1814—APPROVED, 
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In 

In the story presented so 
instances, it is quite unlikely 
Not a few private documents 
probably irrevocably lost. But 
with the territorial period that 
nection with this study. What 


ot 
hope to reveal in future reports. 


aspects 


Hoosier life with which this project is 
I 
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Conclusion 


far there are evident gaps. In many 
that these gaps will ever be bridged. 
and some public records are missing, 
there are available materials dealing 


have not as yet been examined in con- 
further light the 
shall 


these may shed 


concerned, 


upon 
we 


A List of Bulletins in the Field of Education, 
Indiana University 


By KATHLEEN DUGDALE 


The School of Education at Indiana University has published the 
following bulletins. All of these may be obtained from the University 
300kstore for 50 cents postpaid unless otherwise noted. 

Proceedings of the High School Principals’ Conference (Nevember 223 
and 24, 1923). Vol. I, No. 1, 1924. 85 p. (Supply exhausted.) 

Investigation of Nursing as a Professional Opportunity for Girls. Part 
TI. Technical Study: Part II. Vocational Information Bulletin. By Florence 
E. Blazier. Vol. I, No. 2. 1924. 69 p. 

Proceedinas of the Eleventh Conference on Educational Measurements. 
Vol. I, No. 3, 1925. 141 pn. 

Proceedings of the High School Princinals’ Conference (November 14 
and 15, 1924). Vol. I, No. 4, 1925. 49 p. (Supply exhausted.) 

First Revision of the Bibliography of Educational Measurements. 
Compiled by the Bureau of Cooperative Research. Vol. I, No. 5, 1925. 147 
p. (Supplv exhausted.) 

Proceedings of the Twelfth Conference on Educational Measure- 


ments, Vol. I, No. 6, 1925. 76 p. 
The Effect of Population upon Ahbilitu to S& ipport Education. By 
Harold F. Clark. Vol. IT, No. 1. 1925. 28 p. 


Proceedinas of the Hiah School Principals’ Conference (November 20 
and 21,1925). Vol. Il, No. 2,1925. 77 p. (Supply exhausted.) 

1 Cross-Indexred Bibliography on School Rudaets. I 
Clark. Vol. II, No. 3, 1926. 66 p 

1 Comparison of the Results Made on Certain Standardized Tests by 
Punil the Bloominaton Hiah School Who Were Tauaht in Classes of the 
Same Grate hy University Student Teachers and by Reaular High School 
Teachers. By Carl G. F. Franzén. Vol II, No. 4, 1926. 19 p. 

Proceedinas of the Thirteenth Annual Conference oan Educational 
Veasurements. Vol. IT, No. 5, 1926. 103 p. 

When to Issue School Bonds. By Harold Florian Clark and Paul 
Royaltv. Vol. II, No. 6, 1926. 16 p. 

Students’ Attitude Toward Examinations. By Grover T. Somers. 
Vol. IIT, No. 1, 1926. 48 p. 

Proceedings of the High School Principals’ Conference (November 12 
and 13, 1926). Vol. III, No. 2, 1926. 27 p 

Index Numbers in School Administration. By Harold F. Clark. Vol. 
III, No. 3, 1927. 35 p. 

Topical Analysis of 234 School Surveys. Compiled by the Bureau of 
Cooperative Research. Vol. III, No. 4, 1927. 111 p. (Supply exhausted.) 

Proceedinas of the Fourth Annual Conference on Elementary Supervi- 
sion. Vol. III, No. 5, 1927. 64 p. 

Proceedings of the Fourteenth Annual Conference on Educational 
Measurements. Vol. III, No. 6, 1927. 66 p. 

Some Phases of the Junior College Movement. 3v I. Owen Foster, 
Harold F. Clark, Willard W. Patty, and Leo M. Chamberlain. Vol. IV, No. 
1, 1927. 125 p. (Supply exhausted. ) 

Second Revision of the Bibliography of Educational Measurements. By 
Henry Lester Smith and Wendell William Wright. Vol. IV, No. 2, 1927. 
aa 
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Bibliography of School Buildings, Grounds, and Equipment, Part I. By 
Henry Lester Smith and Leo Martin Chamberlain. Vol. IV, No. 3, 1928. 
326 p. (75e) 

Proceedings of the High School Principals’ Conference (November 18 
and 19, 1927). Vol. IV, No. 4, 1928. 54 p. 

The Economic Effects of Education. By Harold F. Clark. Vol. IV, No. 

1928. 39 p. 

Proceedings of the Fifteenth Annual Conference on Educational 
Measurements. Vol. IV, No. 6, 1928. 73 p. 

Proceedings of the Fifth Annual Conference on Elementary Supervi- 
sion. Vol: V, No. 1, 1928. 54 p. 

Proceedings of the High School Principals’ Conference (November 16 
and 17, 1928). Vol. V, No. 2, 1928. 35 p. 

The Development and Use of a Composite Achievement Test. By Wen- 
dell William Wright. Vol. V, No. 3, 1929. 90 p. 

An Analysis of the Attitudes of American Educators and Others To- 
ward a Program of Education for World Friendship and Understanding. 
By Henry Lester Smith and Leo Martin Chamberlain. Vol. V, No. 4, 1929. 
109 p. 

Tentative Program for Teaching World Friendship and Understanding 
in Teacher Training Institutions and in Public Schools for Children Who 
Range from Sis to Fourteen Years of Age. By Henry Lester Smith and 
Sherman Gideon Crayton. Vol. V, No. 5, 1929. 54 p. 

Proceedings of the Sirteenth Annual Conference on Educational 
Veasurements. Vol. V, No. 6, 1929. 96 p. 

Proceedings of the Sirth Annual Conference on Elementary Super- 
vision. Vol. VI, No. 1, 1929. 73 p. 

An Analysis of the Duties of County School Superintendents and Super- 
intendents of Schools in Certain Cities in Indiana. By Henry Lester Smith 
and Leo Martin Chamberlain. Vol. VI, No. 2, 1929. 94 p. 

Proceedings of the High School Principals’ Conference (November 22 
and 23, 1929). Vol. VI, No. 3, 1930. 51 p. 

Cooperative Studies in Secondary Education. By Henry Lester Smith 
and Carl G. F. Franzén. Vol. VI, No. 4, 1930. 121 p. 

Proceedings of the Seventeenth Annual Conference on Educational 
Measurements. Vol. VI, No. 5, 1930. 103 p. 

Proceedings of the Seventh Annual Conference on Elementary Super- 
vision. Vol. VI, No. 6, 1930. 102 p. 

A Study in Teacher Supply and Demand in Indiana. By I. Owen Fos- 
ter, Robert K. Devricks, Harry N. Fitch, Earl C. Bowman, and George L. 
Roberts. Vol. VII, No. 1, 1930. 77 p. 

Proceedings of the High School Principals’ Conference (November 
and 8, 1930). Vol. VII, No. 2, 1930. 70 p. 

The Philosophy of Human Relations: Individual and Collective—A 
Source Book. By Henry Lester Smith and Harold Littell. Vol. VII, No. 3, 
1931. 326 p. (75e) 

The Psychology of Human Relationships: Individual and Social—A 
Source Book. By Henry Lester Smith and Levi McKinley Krueger. Vol. 
VII, No. 4, 1931. 107 p. 

Proceedings of the Eighteenth Annual Conference on Educational 
Measurements. Vol. VII, No. 5, 1931. 83 p. 

Efficiency in College Management. By John Dale Russell. Vol. VII, 
No. 6, 1931. 143 p. 

Bibliography of School Surveys and of References on School Surveys. 
By Henry Lester Smith and Edgar Alvin O'Dell. Vol. VIII, Nos. 1 and 2, 
1931. 212 p. (75c) 


- 
‘ 


Proceedings of the Nineteenth Annual Conference on Educational 
Measurements. Vol. IX, No. 1, 1982. 139 p. 

Bibliography of School Buildings, Grounds, and Equipment—Part II. 
By Henry Lester Smith and Forest Ruby Noffsinger. Vol. IX, No. 2, 1933. 
182 p. 


DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATION IN INDIANA 95 


Bibliography of School Buildings, Grounds, and Equipment—Part III. 
By Henry Lester Smith and Forest Ruby Noffsinger. Vol. IX, No. 3, 1938. 
130 p. 

A Brief Summary of Literature on Leadership. By Henry 
Smith and Levi McKinley Krueger. Vol. IX, No. 4, 1933. 80 p. 

Proceedings of the Twentieth Annual Conference on Educational 
Measurements. Vol. X, No. 1, 1933. 98 p. 

Bibliography of College and University Buildings, Grounds, and Equip- 
ment. By Henry Lester Smith and Forest Ruby Noffsinger. Vol. X, No. 2, 
1934. 199 p. (75c) 

Factors Affecting the Organization of School Attendance Units. By 
Raleigh Warren Holmstedt. Vol. X, No. 3, 1934. 32 p. 

The Old World Historical Background of Religious and Moral Educa- 
tion in Schools. By Henry Lester Smith, Robert Stewart McElhinney, and 
George Renwick Steele. Vol. X, No. 4, 1934. 144 p. 

Proceedings of the Twenty-first Annual Conference on Educational 
Measurements. Vol. XI, No. 1, 1934. 96 p. 

Bibliography of School Buildings, Grounds, and Equipment—Part IV. 
By Henry Lester Smith and Forest Ruby Noffsinger. Vol. XI, No. 2, 1935. 
216 p. 

A Brief Survey of Present-Day Religious and Moral Education in the 
Schools of Countries Other Than the United States of America. By Henry 
Lester Smith, Robert Stewart McElhinney, and George Renwick Steele. 
Vol. XI, No. 3, 1935. 185 p. 

Some Practical Efforts to Teach Good Will. By Henry Lester Smith 
and Peyton Henry Canary. Vol. XI, No. 4, 1935. 169 p. 

Proceedings of the Twenty-second Annual Conference on Educational 
Measurements. Vol. XII, No. 1, 1935. 97 p. 

A Basis for the Improvement of Education in Rural Monroe County, 
Indiana. By Henry Lester Smith and Forest Ruby Noffsinger. Vol. XII, 
No. 2, 1936. 168 p. 

Reading Readiness—A. Prognostic Study. By Wendell William Wright. 
Vol. XII, No. 3, 1936. 46 p. 

Proceedings of the Twenty-third Annual Conference on Educational 
Measurements. Vol. XII, No. 4, 1936. 60 p. 

Bibliography of Literature on the Teaching of English. By Henry 
Lester Smith and William Isaac Painter. Vol. XIII, No. 1, 1936. 299 p. 

Bibliography of Literature on Education in Countries Other Than the 
United States of America. By Henry Lester Smith and William 
Painter. Vol. XIII, No. 2, 1937. 341 p. (75c) 

Character Development Through Religious and Moral Education in the 
Public Schools of the United States. By Henry Lester Smith, Robert 
Stewart McElhinney, and George Renwick Steele. Vol. XIII, No. 3, 1937. 
137 p. 

Proceedings of the Twenty-fourth Annual Conference on Educational 
Measurements. Vol. XIII, No. 4, 1937. 100 p. 

Bibliography of Literature on Education in Countries Other Than the 
United States of America (January 1, 1919, to December 31, 1924). By 
Henry Lester Smith and William Isaac Painter. Vol. XIV, No. 1, 1937. 
139 p. 

Two Studies in Education. By Henry Lester Smith and Merrill 
Thomas Eaton. Vol. XIV, No. 2, 1938. 42 p. 

Bibliography of School Surveys and of References on School Surveys 
(Supplement to Vol. VIII, Nos. 1 and 2). By Henry Lester Smith and 
Edgar Alvin O’Dell. Vol. XIV, No. 3, 1938. 144 p. (75c) 

Proceedings of the Twenty-fifth Annual Conference on Educational 
Measurements. Vol. XIV, No. 4, 1938. 37 p. 

Remedial Instruction in Reading with College Freshmen. By Nila 
Banton Smith. Vol. XV, No. 1, 1988. 35 p. 


Lester 


Isaac 


Two Studies in Arithmetic. By Henry Lester Smith and Merrill 
Thomas Eaton. Vol. XV, No. 2, 1939. 91 p. 














96 BULLETIN OF THE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 


The Relation of Retention to Speed of Learning. By Henry Lester 
Smith and Merrill T. Eaton. Vol. XV, No. 3, 1939. 105 p. 

Proceedings of the Twenty-sizth Annual Conference on Educational 
Measurements. Vol. XV, No. 4, 1939. 53 p. 

An Exvperimental Study of Standards for the Selection of Candidates 
for Teacher-Training Institutions. By Henry Lester Smith and Merrill 
Thomas Eaton. Vol. XVI, No. 1, 1939. 72 p. 

State Control of Public School Finance. By Raleigh Warren Holm- 
stedt. Vol. XVI, No. 2, 1940. 71 p. 

Teacher Tenure in Indiana and the Courts. By Henry Lester Smith 
and R. Foster Scott. Vol. XVI, No. 3, 1940. 81 p. 

Twenty-seventh Annual Conference on Educational Measurements. 
Vol. XVI, No. 4, 1940. 37 p. 

A Study of the English Usage, Spelling, and Vocabulary of 251 Gradu- 
ate Students at Indiana University. By Henry Lester Smith and Merrill 
T. Eaton. Vol. XVI, No. 5, 1940, 71 p. 

The Teaching of Arithmetic to Low-Ability Students in the Elementary 
Schools. By Henry Lester Smith and Merrill T. Eaton. Vol. XVI, No. &, 
1940, 130 p. 

in Analysis of the Achievement of 164 Sophomores Enrolled in 
Teacher-Training Courses at Indiana University. By Henry Lester Smith 
and Merrill T. Eaton. Vol. XVII, No. 1, 1941. 31 p. 

The Scholastic Achievement of Athletes at Indiana University. av 
Henry Lester Smith and Merrill T. Eaton. Vol. XVII, No. 2, 1941. 16 p. 

Tiwenty- ighth fjranual Co iEercnece On Educ ational Measureme nts. 
Vol. XVII, No. 3, 1941. 42 p. 

Legal Relations of Pupils and Parents to the Public Schools of Indiana 

Part I. By Henry Lester Smith and R. Foster Scott. Vol. XVII, No. 4, 
1941 SI p. 

Legal Relations of Pupils and Parents to the Public Schools of Indiana 

Part Il. By Henry Lester Smith and R. Foster Scott. Vol. XVII, No. 5, 
1941 72 p 

1 Study of Students Transferring from Indiana University. By Mer- 
till T. Faton. Vol. XVII, No. 6, 1941. 26 p. 

inalysis of Arithmetic Textbooks (First Period—1790-1820), By 
Henry Lester Smith and Merrill T. Eaton. Vol. XVIII, No. 1, 1942. 45 p. 

I ation in Guatemala. By John Espéndez-Navarro and Henry Les- 
ter Smith. Vol. XVIII, No. 2, 1942. 96 p. 

1 Study of Indiana University Withdraials. By Merrill Thomas 
Eaton. Vol. XVIII, No. 3, 1942. 20 p. 

Education in Mexico. By Henry Lester Smith. Vol. XVIII, No. 4, 1942. 


Twenty-ninth Annual Conference on Educational Measurements. and A 
Study of the Achievement of Freshman Students Holding County Scholar- 
ships. By Merrill T. Eaton. Vol. XVIII, No. 5, 1942. 57 p. 

in Analysis of Arithmetic Textbooks (Second Period—I1821 to 1850, 
and Third Period—I1s851 to 1880). By Henry Lester Smith and Merrill 
Thomas Eaton. Vol. XVIII, No. 6, 1942. 112 p. 

World War Information. By Margaret I. Rufsvold. Vol. XIX, No. 1, 
1943. 129 p. 

A Measure of Motor Fitness for College Men. By Karl W. Bookwalter 
and Carolyn W. Bookwalter. Vol. XIX, No. 2, 1943. 26 p. 

A Study of Students Transferring to Indiana University from Other 
Colleges and Universities. By Merrill T. Eaton. Vol. XIX, No. 3, 1943. 
ov p. 

in Analysis of Arithmetic Textbooks (Fourth Period—I881 to 1910). 
By Henry Lester Smith and Merrill Thomas Eaton. Vol. XIX, No. 4, 
1943. 62 p. 

Further Studies of Indiana University Motor Fitness Inder. By Karl 
W. Bookwalter. Vol. XIX, No. 5, 1943. 48 p. 





DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATION IN INDIANA 97 


in Analysis of Arithmetic Terbooks (Fifth Period—1I1911 to 1940). By 
Henry Lester Smith and Merrill Thomas Eaton. Vol. XIX, No. 6, 1943. 
$5 p. 

in Analytical Study of January-February (1943) Entering Freshmen 


at Indiana University. By William H. Fox. Vol. XX, No. 1, 1944. 50 p. 
i Survey of the Achievement in Arithmetic of 11,348 Sirth Grade 
Pupils in 486 Schools in Indiana. By Merrill T. Eaton. Vol. XX, No. 2, 


1944. 66 p. 

A Survey of the Achievement in Social Studies of 10,220 Sixth Grade 
Pupils in 464 Schools in Indiana. By Merrill T. Eaton. Vol. XX, No. 3, 
1944. 68 p. 

Directory of Educational Research Agencies in the United States. By 
Henry Lester Smith. Vol. XX, No. 4, 1944. 24 p. 

The Teacher Situation in Indiana. Vol. XX, No. 5, 1944. 38 p. 

Planning Postwar School Buildings: Proceedings. Vol. XX, No. 6, 1944. 
119 p. 

One Hundred Fifty Years.of Arithmetic Textbooks. By Henry Lester 
Smith, Merrill T. Eaton, and Kathleen Dugdale. Vol. XXI, No. 1, 1945. 
153 p. 

Bibliography of School Buildings, Grounds, and Equipment, Part V. 
By Henry Lester Smith and Harold E. Moore. Vol. XXI, No. 2, 1945. 
79 p. 

School Library Personnel in Indiana. By Margaret I. Rufsvold. Vol. 
XXI, No. 3, 1945. 80 p. 

Source Material Relating to the Development of Education in Indiana, 
By Velorus Martz and Henry Lester Smith. Vol. XXI, No. 4, 1945. 97 p. 


























